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WELCOME TO THE ONSLOW
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
BUSINESS INVESTMENT GUIDE
The Pilbara region of Western Australia has been referred to as the engine room of the Nation’s
economy based on the strong resources industry including key commodities such as oil, gas and
iron ore.
Whereas some areas of the resources sector in Western
Australia have reached a plateau as they transition from
construction to production and respond to fluctuating
commodity prices, the community of Onslow is booming.
Investment is strong with the establishment of projects
including the $29 billion Chevron-operated Wheatstone
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) project and BHP Billiton’s
$1.5 billion Macedon Domestic Gas project. Chevron
has also committed over $250 million and the State
Government $70 million for social and critical services
infrastructure to support Onslow’s growth. The
Wheatstone Project, in itself, has created well in excess
of 6,000 direct and indirect jobs within the Onslow area
– which has had a direct impact on the commercial
economy of the Onslow community and created an
influx of people (permanent, visiting and temporary) to
the town.
Development at this stage is by no means slowing
down. There are currently significant projects pending
including the development of a 19 pen marina valued
at approximately $25 million, establishment of a marine
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support base at Beadon Creek and development of light
industrial land (likely value in excess of $40 million), and
the plausibility of the decommissioning of the onshore
and offshore oil and gas infrastructure at Thevenard
Island.
In addition, if the if the development of the Scarborough
LNG project is realised (and involves Onslow), this will
provide the equivalent economic stimulus to the local
economy as the Wheatstone Project.
Supporting these major projects is the availability
of affordable and secure utilities, accommodation,
light / general industrial land and mobility infrastructure
(roads and airports). The purpose built Ashburton
North Strategic Industrial Area (ANSIA) offers the closest
and readily available heavy and strategic industrial
land available to Onslow and associated operations.
Furthermore, the Department of State Development (DSD)
has already obtained high level planning and approvals
for certain sites in the ANSIA. As a consequence,
prospective investors and developers have shorter lead
times for development projects at these sites.
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The commitment to the development of local business
and industry growth is also demonstrated by numerous
organisations, groups, strategies, services and protocols
that have been developed and established including
industry local content and normalisation policies,
OnslowConnect, the West Pilbara Business Support
Program, the Business Centre Pilbara, the Onslow
Economic Leaders Group (OELG) and the Onslow
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCCI).
Finally, the overall amenity and sense of community
associated with Onslow is highly regarded and presents
an ideal place and space to live, work, establish, grow
and sustain a business. A range of hospitality options,
commercial outlets, direct flights to Perth, access to ideal
recreational activities – in particular the Mackerel Islands
– social events and ideal climate are attractive incentives
for workers, families and visitors to the town.
The following Business Investment Guide is designed to
present an overview of what is available currently, future
projects and plausible developments to inform potential
business developers, operators and investors. Divided
into four key areas, the Guide includes:
1. Overview of Onslow, region, state and national
landscape

as the ANSIA, including development of the associated
land use plan and securing of high level regulatory
approvals, presents a foundation and stimulus for further
and significant development and economic opportunity
in and beyond Onslow.
The development outlined in this document will
undoubtedly create numerous business and employment
opportunities leading to an influx of people into the
community, consequential growth of the residential
population and increased demand for services (including
government) and products.
In making this document available to a broad range of
stakeholders, the OCCI is hopeful that the full potential
of this once in a life time opportunity, from a social,
economic and environmental perspective, is realised.
Finally, the OCCI would like to thank the Pilbara
Development Commission for contributing to the cost
of this guide, the Department of State Development,
resource and business representatives who reviewed
their respective sections and the sponsors and members
of the OCCI for their ongoing support.

Cautionary statement relevant to pending and
plausible projects

2. Industry and business activity
•

Current, pending and plausible

•

Associated business and employment
opportunities

3. Supporting infrastructure
•

Industrial

•

Community amenity

4. Business support services and networks

The investment in ANSIA, along with the Wheatstone
and Macedon projects, has acted as a catalyst for
what is one of the most exciting and critically important
economic developments that Australia has experienced.
The establishment of such an innovative concept such
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Some of the items discussed in this Guide are
forward-looking and have not been confirmed or
committed to by any of the proponents. These items
have been included to stimulate discussion and expose
and inform readers of what could be available in the
future.
The OCCI has documented these items in good faith
however cautions that the reader should not place undue
reliance on these forward-looking items.
Furthermore, the OCCI advises that any potential
investors should conduct their own due diligence and not
rely on the contents of this document.
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SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF ONSLOW, THE PILBARA
REGION AND GLOBAL LANDSCAPE
Demographics (ABS 2006 and 2011)

Onslow
Onslow is located on the coast within the Shire of
Ashburton in the Pilbara region of Western Australia 1386 kms north of Perth and 360 kms south of Karratha.
The township is 80km west off the North West Coastal
Highway. It is ideally located to service offshore locations
including the Mackerel Islands, Barrow Island (Gorgon
LNG Plant), Exmouth Gulf, and the Carnarvon Basin (oil
and gas reserves) as well as in-land mines including Rio
Tinto’s Mesa A site and Pannawonica.

The population of Onslow in 2006 was 576,however, the
number of persons present in Onslow on Census night
2006 was 934 (includes residents, tourists and visitors).
In the 2011 Census, there were 667 people in Onslow.
This figure does not include the Fly in Fly out (FIFO)
population at ANSIA – which has the capacity to
accommodate in excess of 6,900 personnel.

Pilbara Region of Western
Australia

Location of Onslow in relation to Barrow
Island and the Wheatstone Project

The following table provides an overview of where
Onslow is positioned in relation to other key centres and
strategic sites within Western Australia.
Locations

Road
Km

Sea

Perth to
Onslow

1,386

1,450km

By road, Perth to Onslow is
154km closer than Perth to
Dampier

Perth to
Dampier

1,540

1,565km

By sea Perth to Onslow is
115km closer than Perth to
Dampier

Perth to
Exmouth

1,260

1,340km

Onslow to
Dampier

315

340km

Onslow to
Exmouth

400

110km

Onslow to
Barrow Island
Onslow to the
Carnarvon
Basin 1

Note

57nm
The Northern Carnarvon Basin
extends 500 km along the coast
from Exmouth to beyond Port
Hedland. Onslow is strategically
positioned mid point

Although subject to high temperatures in summer and
occasional cyclones, Onslow has an annual average
temperature of 31 degrees making it an ideal climate for
at least nine months a year. Consequently, Onslow is
a popular tourist destination and get-away location for
visitors from inland and south of the State.

In 2011, 52.8% of the population were male and 47.2%
were female. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
made up 27.1% of the population.

Of the employed people in Onslow in 2011, 18.8%
worked in Other Non-Metallic Mineral Mining and
Quarrying. Other major industries of employment
included Accommodation 7.0%, School Education
6.4%, Road Freight Transport 4.8% and Other Food
Product Manufacturing 4.2%.

Although population projections for Onslow have been
formulated to inform future planning, it is acknowledged
that these projections are highly vulnerable due to the
unpredictability and level of industry activity at any given
time. Initial projections, based on a medium growth

1 The Northern Carnarvon Basin covers an area of approximately 535,000sqkm and considered to be Australia’s premier hydrocarbon producing
province containing an established network of oil and gas production infrastructure
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scenario associated with committed projects, suggested
that the population of Onslow would double by 2020.
Given however the impact of global trends on industry and
associated development, anticipating an accurate growth
scenario is almost futile.

•

Agriculture and aquaculture including crops and
algae ponds (for bio-diesel and or super food
supplements)

•

Tourism including nature based, eco, industrial and
Aboriginal

It is reasonable however to assume, in the medium term,
that the economy of Onslow will continue to be boosted
by construction activity associated with the community
social and infrastructure projects funded by the State
Government, the Shire of Ashburton, Chevron Australia and
BHP Billiton. Furthermore, construction activity associated
with the LandCorp land releases at Barrarda Estate and
infill development will also stimulate economic activity in the
near term. Population growth will increase according to the
level of economic activity within the town.

•

Energy production and export including integration
of Pilbara businesses into supply chains for
offshore and onshore gas

•

Industrial fabrication, assembly and technology

•

Small to Medium Enterprises (SME) support
including taxation reforms to deliver increased
investment and settlement in the region

•

Investment in health, education and core
infrastructure

Pilbara region
The Pilbara region consists of four local government
authorities (LGA) including:
•

•

•

•

The Shire of Ashburton which encompasses Tom
Price, Pannawonica, Paraburdoo, Onslow and the
Aboriginal communities of Wakathuni, Innawonga,
Youngalena, Jundaru and Bindi Bindi
The Town of Port Hedland encompassing Port and
South Hedland and the Aboriginal communities of
Yandeyara, Warralong, Strelley, Marta Marta, Tjalka
Boorda and Punju Njamal
The City of Karratha consisting of Karratha,
Dampier, Roebourne, Point Samson, Wickham
and the Aboriginal communities of Cheeditha,
Ngurrawaana, Weymel and Mingullatharndo
The East Pilbara Shire encompassing Newman,
Marble Bar, Nullagine and the Aboriginal
Communities of Jigalong, Parnpajinya, Punmu,
Kunawarritji, Parngurr, Irrungadi, Pipunya and
Goodabinya

The current population of the Pilbara is approximately
66,000 (ABS 2014 Regional Population Growth),
however, the Pilbara Development Commission Pilbara
Regional Investment Blueprint2 (PDC Blueprint) has set
an aspirational population target of 200,000 people by
2050. Achieving this target will contribute to significant
development and growth within the region – especially in
relation to employment, education, services, commerce,
recreational options, housing and wages.
The PDC Blueprint is of great significance in as much that
although it recognises the fact that resource development
has and will continue to be fundamental to the region’s
economic prosperity3, it is also noted that there is opportunity
(and need) to build a more diverse regional economy.
In particular, the PDC Blueprint identifies the following
priorities for the Pilbara that will impact positively on Onslow:

Many of the opportunities outlined within this Guide align
directly with these PDC Blueprint priorities. The OCCI
anticipates that with this regional focus and support,
in addition to local strategies and initiatives, there will be
significant business development and growth in Onslow.

Global Landscape
The world’s urban population is now close to 3.9 billion and
is expected to reach 6.3 billion by 2050. Along with this
population increase is the continued shift from rural to urban
living.
Accordingly, there will be an increased demand for high
quality produce and food, tourism and minerals and energy
– each of which can be supplied or made available from
Onslow.
At the August 2015 North West Economic Summit, it was
noted that in the coming decades, agricultural opportunities
in the Pilbara would be significant considering easy access
to existing food bowls, favourable conditions to commence
production of produce locally (sun and availability of water)
and a thriving cattle industry.
Also in favour of the Pilbara region from a global perspective
is its geographic proximity to Asia, the natural environment
and resources, unique Aboriginal culture and heritage,
export infrastructure and presence and location of significant
industry and associated infrastructure.
A further opportunity for the Pilbara and in particular
Onslow, as presented in the PDC Blueprint, relates to policy
and social action directed at responding to climate change.
With incentives for lower carbon energy sources and
industrial processes and an expanding market demand for
carbon-reducing technologies and environmentally friendly
products, the demand for gas and renewable energies will
increase.
The PDC Blueprint has identified that the global energy
demand for gas is expected to increase by 49.9% between
2010 and 2035, and biofuels and other renewable energy
sources are expected to increase by 86.5%.

2 http://www.pdc.wa.gov.au/files/6314/2888/0435/Pilbara_regional_Investment_Blueprint_-_Summary_Document.pdf
3 Shire of Ashburton’s Gross Regional Product is estimated at $12.51 billion, which represents 4.9% of the state’s GSP (Gross State Product)
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Drilline
Civil & Haulage

EXCEEDING THE

EXPECTATIONS

OF CLIENTS & BUSINESS PARTNERS THROUGH
THE PROVISION OF LOCALLY BASED QUALITY
CONSTRUCTION AND MINING SERVICES

Company Proﬁle

Drilline Civil & Haulage
Drilline is a Western Australian owned and operated
Construction Company specialising in civil construction,
bulk earthworks, complete pipeline solutions, sand mining
and material supply, haulage and plant hire services.

Services

Contact Us

CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON OUR SERVICES AND PRODUCTS

T  ]E JOGP!ESJMMJOFDPNBV]W www.drilline.com.au]Follow us on
Head Oﬃce: 4VJUF" 7JDUPSJB3E .BMBHB8"]Onslow Oﬃce: -PU #FBEPO$SFFL3E 0OTMPX8"

helping onslow grow
Discover our residential and industrial opportunities.
Onslow is quickly becoming a more sustainable and prosperous place to live and work, and as the
State Government’s land development agency, we’re committed to creating exciting economic and
social opportunities in the region, via residential and industrial developments.
Good news for anyone wanting to build a new home in the Pilbara region, Barrarda estate is now
selling.
With demand for housing in the town, due to existing industrial projects, 62 lots have already sold
in Barrarda Estate Stage 1. Onslow’s population is set to grow. This is the first release of a new
residential development which will ultimately provide up to 1,400 homes to help cater for this
growing community.
STAGE 1A - lots now available
/ Lot prices start from $185,000

/ Sizes range from 402sqm to 2,906sqm

Industrial Opportunities
Ashburton North Strategic Industrial Area is an established 8,000ha gas processing precinct,
available for further investment.
Onslow Salt and current proponent Chevron operated Wheatstone Project and BHP Billiton’s
Macedon projects add diversity to the already strong local industries, and make this a secure
investment environment.
For more information on all the projects and opportunities available, visit landcorp.com.au/onslow

LC 4044 11/15

SECTION 2: INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT AND ACTIVITY
2.1

Ashburton North Strategic
Industrial Area

•

Workforce accommodation camps – at
capacity ANSIA is the 17th largest town in
WA

(ANSIA)
Status – Operational with areas still under
construction

Description
•

Establishment of ANSIA was announced in 2008
by the Western Australian Government

•

Established to support the long-term economic
development of the oil and gas sector in the
Pilbara

•

Located 11 km southwest of Onslow

•

The Department of State Development (DSD) is
the lead agency for the project (http://www.dsd.
wa.gov.au)

•

LandCorp is the estate management agency
responsible for the planning and coordination of
industrial development

•

ANSIA covers an area of approximately 8000 ha
of planned and available land connected to major
infrastructure. Large land areas are available for
heavy and strategic industry with the protection
of a buffer

•

ANSIA is planned to provide :
•

•
•

•

•

A multi-user port administered by the
Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA), including
marine operations, materials offloading
facility (MOF) and associated berths, marine
supply, quarantine/customs facilities and
administration facilities. Access to the port is
via a 13.5 meter deep channel. The port will
offer 24/7 operations
Specific LNG processing sites
Heavy Strategic Industrial Area for
downstream gas resource processing
industries
General Industrial Area (GIA) including
lay down areas, truck parking, transport
logistics, service industry accommodation,
warehousing. 2ha to 10ha lots
Multi-user infrastructure corridors to
accommodate utilities and transport
infrastructure such as roads and production
pipelines and services

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Ashburton North Strategic Industrial Area (ANSIA)

Current Industry and Business Activity
1. Chevron’s Wheatstone LNG Project – currently
under construction with commencement of
production (first of two processing trains)
expected by late 2016. Peak construction
workforce of 7000 and an operational workforce
of 370
2. BHP Billiton’s Macedon DomGas Project existing operational project commercialising
natural gas from the Macedon gas field, which
is located 100 km west of Onslow. Production
commenced in 2013 and is set to continue for
10-15 years with an operational workforce of 16
3. The Wheatstone Project workforce
accommodation camp capacity is approximately
7000 beds and the Brolga camp capacity is
approximately 300 beds
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4. Construction of the port facility – available as
an open port by 2018/19 (subject to Chevron
expansion and interests)

•

5. Construction of the MOF including drive on drive
off capacity

Opportunities
The establishment of such an innovative concept such
as the ANSIA including the associated land use plan
and securing of high level regulatory approvals presents
a foundation and stimulus for further and significant
development and economic opportunity in and beyond
Onslow. The ANSIA provides the absolute foundation
and building blocks for future and sustainable growth
and development through:
1. Access to heavy strategic and heavy industrial
land (in compliance with stringent approvals
processes) and associated utilities and
infrastructure in the northwest
2. Establishment of new industries producing
products from downstream processing of natural
gas e.g. ammonia, ammonium nitrate, methanol
and urea. Employment projections (Regional
Hotspots Land Supply Update 2011 pp 284) for
construction of these industries is a minimum of
500 workers as well as operational workforces of
up to 20 workers per industry

7. Availability of 100ha GIA land ideal for support
services including transport and logistics, pipeline
integrity services, vehicle repair, construction
and maintenance. The GIA will have access to
utilities, shared services corridor (to the Port and
coastal area), access to a road networks and
ideally located to service the temporary worker
accommodation, current gas hub activities, port
construction and potentially – new industry
8. Potential for supply bases and lay-down areas
within the port – providing access and activity to
a broader range of industry and business groups
both offshore, onshore and in-land

2.2

3. Establishment of new industries producing value
added products from by-products of the LNG
processing e.g. elemental sulphur. Employment
projections would be commensurate as with
those outlined in (2.1) above
4. Provision of utility synergies e.g. common water
supply plant and co-generation power plant for
ANSIA and township of Onslow and utilisation of
by-products from these (e.g. salt from the water
desalination units)
5. Access to facilities including:
•
•
•

24/7 port with 13.5 metre deep channel
access
Common user port facilities
Infrastructure and suitable access corridors
for all users

6. Expansion and extension of hydrocarbon projects
with:
•

4
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potential for Chevron to increase capacity
from two to five trains

Potential for the ExxonMobil/ BHPB joint
venture Scarborough gas field to be
developed at ANSIA - which would be on
a similar scale to Wheatstone (potential for
five trains) with comparative population,
employment and infrastructure opportunities

Chevron Australia (operator),
Kuwait Foreign Petroleum
Exploration Company
(KUFPEC), Woodside
Petroleum Limited Kyushu
Electric Power Company, and
PE Wheatstone Pty Ltd, part
owned by TEPCO:

Wheatstone LNG
Development
Status – Under Construction

Description
•

The Chevron-Operated Wheatstone Project is
one of Australia’s largest resource developments
– valued at $29 billion

•

The Wheatstone natural gas field is located
approximately 220 km north of Onslow

•

Associated infrastructure at the ANSIA includes
core port infrastructure, shipping channel,
breakwater, materials offloading facility (MOF)
and laydown area behind the MOF (currently
exclusive use by Chevron during construction
phase and will ultimately be operated by Pilbara
Ports Authority)

ww.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/Onslow_Regional_HotSpots
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•

Largest offshore production platform ever
installed in Australia located 225 kilometres
offshore from ANSIA

•

A combined two processing train with a
nominal capacity of 8.9 million tonnes per
annum. Operation of the first processing train is
scheduled to commence by the end of 2016

•

The Project also includes a 200 terajoules per
day domestic gas plant

•

Minimum of 30 production years

•

Around 85 percent of Chevron’s equity LNG from
the Wheatstone Project has been committed to
premier LNG buyers

•

Bechtel is the Engineering, Construction,
Procurement Management (ECPM) contractor for
the Wheatstone LNG Project

•

Estimated peak construction workforce of up
to 7,000 by the end of 2015 and an operational
workforce of approximately 370

•

7. Contract packages for procurement are promoted
on ProjectConnect as well as at vendor briefing
sessions facilitated jointly between the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Western Australia (CCIWA)
and the Industry Capability Network Western
Australia (ICNWA)
8. Broad range of business opportunities created once
Wheatstone enters into the operations phase in late
2016 including:

Chevron has a permanent office located in
Onslow

Opportunities
1. The Wheatstone Project has capacity to increase
to five trains with the potential to produce up to
25 million tonnes per year of LNG

•

Warehousing, logistics and marine; warehouse,
materials operations services, quarantine
services, document management, material
management, freight consolidation services,
facility management support services, pest
control, dangerous goods support services

•

Marine support services; mooring operations &
equipment, vessel operations (smaller vessels
for surveys, etc), vessel maintenance (tugs and
pilots)

•

Field Services; care of facilities (inclusive of all
types of accommodation and associated trades
such as plumbing, electrical, refrigeration,
carpentry, painting), grounds maintenance
(landscaping, gardening, pool services),
refrigeration and heating, ventilation and airconditioning (HVAC) systems, fire protection
systems (excluding fire detection systems),
roads and parking areas, management of
company owned vehicles, mobile equipment,
fixed plant, spare parts and consumables,
equipment preservation, light vehicles

2. Increased demand for services and product
related to shut downs
3. Proximity of ANSIA to the vast gas resources in
the Western Carnarvon Basin makes it ideally
located for further expansion and exploration

2.3

BHP Billiton Petroleum Pty Ltd
(71.43 % working interest and
operator)/Quadrant Energy
(28.57% interest):

4. Establishment of a supply base adjacent to the
Ashburton Port is an option that may be pursued
by industry proponents – which would potentially
employ 40 to 50 permanent workers and
create related business opportunities (transport,
logistics, storage, cranes)
5. The Wheatstone Project workforce
accommodation camp capacity is approximately
7,000 beds and the Brolga camp capacity is
approximately 300 beds leading to demand for
local services and products during construction
and workforce visitations to Onslow town
6. Post construction, part of the Wheatstone
Project workforce accommodation camp will
be refurbished and used for the operations
workforce leading to a long-term requirement for
local services and products
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Macedon Domestic Gas
Project
Status: Operational

Description
•

The US$1.5 billion Macedon gas development
commercialises natural gas from the Macedon
gas field in production lease WA-42-L for Western
Australia’s domestic gas market

•

The BHP Billion operated (71.43% interest)
Macedon development has the capacity to
produce, process and transmit approximately 200
TJ/d (~200 MMscfd) of natural gas for delivery to
the Western Australian domestic gas market via the
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline (DBNGP)
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•

The Macedon development can supply 20 per cent
of Western Australia’s domestic gas market

Opportunities

•

The Macedon development includes a pipeline
from a subsea production well to an onshore gas
processing facility, and an export pipeline to a tie-in
to the DBNGP

1. Although this has not been confirmed, it has been
suggested that if the Scarborough project proceeds
(at ANSIA) it will be on a similar scale to Chevron’s
Wheatstone Project in terms of construction
(workforce in excess of 6000) and operations
(workforce of up to 300) with an estimated capital
cost of US$15 - 20 billion

Opportunities
BHP Billiton continues to work with the OCCI and industry
to identify opportunities for local Onslow businesses
during normal operations and future shutdown activities.
Opportunities are presented and promoted via a range of
strategies (refer to Section 4) and include accommodation,
labour, civil contracts, cranes, freight, scaffolding, electrical,
engineering, fabrication and inspections.

2. Likewise, as with the Wheatstone Project, additional
spend on community infrastructure etc. would be
anticipated. Since the emergence of Wheatstone
in Onslow, in excess of $300 million has been spent
or committed to, by Chevron, in addition to costs
associated with the Project
3. It must be noted however, that updates and
confirmation as to the future of the Scarborough
Project are difficult to obtain due to the current
market conditions

2.5

Apache Energy Ltd/ Santos:

Halyard & Spar Gas Fields
2.4

ExxonMobil Pilbara LNG Plant/
BHP Billiton Petroleum Pty Ltd:

Scarborough Gas Field
Status – pre-feasibility

Status - Operational

Description
•

The jointly owned Halyard Spar Gas Fields are
located off the Pilbara coast in the north west of
Western Australia in the Carnarvon Basin

•

The Spar Field is about 70 kms west of the Apache
Gas Hub on Varanus Island where the gas is
processed for delivery into the Western Australian
domestic market

•

The gas is sent via pipeline from the John Brookes
Hub to the Varanus Island Oil and Gas Processing
Plant. The Varanus Island hub processes around
400 terajoules of gas a day

Description
•

Discovered in 1979 and located 280 km northwest
of Onslow

•

Scarborough field held on a 50/50 basis by BHP
Billiton Petroleum and ExxonMobil

•

Scarborough reserve is estimated to contain
between 8 – 10 Tcf of lean gas with no measurable
quantity of condensate

•

Although it has not been confirmed, capital costs
to develop the Scarborough-Thebe reserves have
been estimated at US$15-20 billion

•
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ExxonMobil is in the early stages of progressing the
potential development of the Scarborough field.
Floating LNG is considered the lead development
option based on a balance of economic,
environmental and social considerations

Opportunities
1

Considering the proximity of Varanus to Onslow, the
following options could be pursued:
•
•
•

Utilisation of Onslow airport for FIFO workforce
(opposed to Karratha)
Utilisation of the 24/7 Ashburton Port
Utilisation of potential supply base in Onslow
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2.6

Chevron Australia (operator),
ExxonMobil, Shell, Osaka Gas,
Tokyo Gas, Chubu Electric
Power:

2. Chevron announced further drilling success in the
Greater Gorgon Area located in the Carnarvon
Basin in April 2015 suggesting a long term
commitment to the area and region

Gorgon Project
Status: Under construction

2.7

Description

Onslow Salt Pty Ltd: 100%
owned by Mitsui Co Ltd
Status: Operational

•

The Gorgon Project is operated by Chevron
Australia

Description

•

Based at Barrow Island located 100 km
northeast of Onslow

•

•

A$55 billion capital expenditure

Located in Onslow at Sunset Beach, Onslow
Salt is a solar marine salt field which has been
operational since 2001

•

40+ year, three train LNG and domestic gas
project producing 15.6 million tonnes per annum
(MTPA) of liquefied natural gas (LNG) and a
domestic gas plant with the capacity to provide
300 terajoules per day of gas to WA

•

The Mitsui owned Onslow Salt and Shark Bay
Resources combined are the second largest
exporter of salt in WA

•

Onslow Salt operations cover 90 km2 and has
the capacity to produce 2.7 Mt/a

•

Onslow Salt has a 500,000 tonne capacity
stockpile that is linked via conveyer to 1.3 km
jetty located at Onslow’s Sunset Beach. The
Onslow Salt Marine Export facility is capable
of berthing vessels up to 50,000 tonnes with a
10km dredged shipping channel

•

Onslow Salt provides a steady supply of salt to
major chlor-alkali manufacturers in Japan and
other Asian countries. It also supplies salt to
some food processing markets across Asia

•

The Onslow Salt Marine Export facility currently
comes under the jurisdiction of the WA
Department of Transport. Pilbara Ports Authority
will assume oversight of this facility when
the Tranche 2 of the Ports Amalgamation is
progressed in the latter half of 2016

•

The Onslow Salt Pty Ltd operations are governed
by the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 and
associated regulations, which is administered by
the Department of Mines and Petroleum

•

Onslow Salt currently employs 100 people all of
whom live permanently in Onslow

•

Onslow Salt also employs an additional nine
people on a permanent basis to conduct
preventative maintenance

•

Peak construction employment of 10,000 direct
and indirect jobs

•

First LNG cargo targeted for the first quarter in
2016

•

Construction and operational workers are based
on Barrow Island on a FIFO roster

•

Project supply base in Dampier

•

LNG is to be off loaded via a 2.1 km long loading
jetty for transportation

•

The Gorgon Joint Venture has invested
approximately $2 billion in the design and
construction of the world’s largest commercialscale CO2 injection facility to reduce the
project’s overall greenhouse gas emissions by
between 3.4 and 4.0 million tonnes per year.
The Australian Government committed $60
million to the Gorgon Carbon Dioxide Injection
Project as part of the Low Emissions Technology
Demonstration Fund

Opportunities
1. Potential for Onslow to be a supply and/or
servicing base (primary or secondary) for Barrow
Island, particularly for vessels associated with
the project. Potential establishment of a support
base at Beadon Creek, activation of the Light
Industrial Area (LIA) at the airport and access
to airport and deep port facilities (including the
MOF) positions Onslow ideally as a supply and/or
servicing base

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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Opportunities
Onslow Salt has recently completed expansion (with
the addition of three crystallisers) to achieve the above
production targets. No future growth or expansion is
anticipated; however the permanent workforce (in excess
of 100) is vital for the economic and social prosperity of
the Onslow community.

2.8

Chevron Australia (operator) /
Santos Offshore Pty Ltd / Mobil
Australia Resources Company
Pty Ltd:

Thevenard WA Oil Facility

2.9

Sino Iron Project
Status: Operational

Description
•

The Sino Iron Project has been developed at
Cape Preston, 100 kms south west of Karratha

•

It is the largest magnetite mining and processing
operation in Australia

•

The project is one of China’s largest investments
into the Australian resources sector

•

Production of magnetite concentrate started
in late 2012 and the first shipment was sent to
China in 2013

•

The workers accommodation - Eramurra Village
consists of 1750 rooms

Status: Care and maintenance pending
retirement activities

Description
•
•
•

•

Hong Kong-based CITIC
Limited:

•

Workers FIFO from Karratha airport

Oil and gas processing facility currently under
care and maintenance

•

At peak construction 4,000 people were
employed

Thevenard Island is located 22 km northwest of
Onslow

•

There are more than 1,000 permanent
operational positions

•

The Sino Iron Project will generate around
$75 billion in direct revenue to the Australian
economy, and $3.3 billion in royalties for Western
Australia

Operations provided a hub for six adjacent
oil and gas fields (Saladin, Roller, Skate,
Yammaderry, Cowle and Crest) with oil stored on
the island and exported via an offshore tanker
Decommissioning and rehabilitation is proposed
to involve the removal of onshore and offshore
infrastructure and rehabilitation of Thevenard
Island

Opportunities
1. Use of Onslow airport for FIFO crew

Opportunities

2. Use of Onslow support base
3. Servicing of the project from Onslow

1. Although the schedule for decommissioning
has not been finalised, this is a significant
project that could be serviced and supplied via
Onslow utilising existing and new infrastructure.
Speculation is that the decommissioning could
commence within the next five years
2. On completion of the decommissioning, there will
be a requirement for rehabilitation of the island
presenting further business and employment
opportunities

2.10

Devil Creek Gas Plant
Status: Operational

Description
•
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Santos and Apache Energy:

Devil Creek is Western Australia’s third domestic
gas processing plant
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•

The plant processes gas piped from Santos’
offshore Reindeer field in the Carnarvon Basin,
then fed into the Dampier to Bunbury Natural
Gas Pipeline and supplied to WA’s major gas
users

•

The offshore platform has an expected life span
of 20 to 30 years

•

Employs an operational workforce of 20 to 30
people

•

CITIC Pacific’s Sino Iron the foundation customer

2.11

Rio Tinto Iron Ore:

MESA A and Pannawonica
operations
Status: Operational

Description
•

Pannawonica is a small mining town in the West
Pilbara that supports the Robe Valley mining
operations at nearby Mesa J. Pannawonica has a
population of around 600-700

•

Pannawonica is predominantly a residential
operation, supplemented with FIFO employment
used to manage peak demand periods that
occur during projects and maintenance
shutdown

•

Town worker accommodation is ~ 270 houses
and FIFO accommodation at Pannawonica
Village and Wandoo Village

•

Mesa A operations is located nearby to the
North West Coastal Highway, south of the
Pannawonica road turnoff and about 50 km from
Pannawonica

•

Mesa A is a FIFO operation with a dedicated
village on site (~ 600 rooms)

•

FIFO employees fly to Karratha on regular
passenger service and travel by bus to site

2. Passenger transport from airport to site
3. Use of Onslow support base
4. Servicing of Mesa A (and Pannawonica) from
Onslow

2.12

Aquila Steel Pty Ltd (Aquila)
and AMCI (IO) Pty Ltd:

Australian Premium Iron
Ore Joint Venture (APIJV)
– West Pilbara Iron Ore
Project (WPIOP)
Status: Feasibility

Description
The APIJV objective is to develop a long-term iron
ore export operation in the Pilbara region of Western
Australia.
The APIJV is managed by API Management Pty Ltd
(APIM) in Perth, Western Australia. The APIJV Project
concept involves production of ~40Mtpa ore from
deposits in the West Pilbara region in Western Australia,
transportation via a new 245km railway and export to
Asian markets via a new deep-water port facility located
at Anketell Point.

Opportunities
The distance from Mesa A to Karratha airport is
approximately the same as to Onslow airport. A strategic
and attractive business case to Rio Tinto could consider
a shift of their FIFO mobility from Karratha to Onslow.
Note that this opportunity has not been discussed with
or endorsed by Rio Tinto.
1. Use of Onslow airport for FIFO crew

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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REST ASSURED
DISCOVERY PARKS ONSLOW
HAS THE SOLUTION!

Award winning Discovery Parks - Onslow is
an Australian owned and operated business
specialising in accommodation for workforce
and transient workers. We understand a good
nights sleep is invaluable and our Onslow
property offers a range of comfortable and
secure accommodation options with modern
facilities and amenities creating a relaxing
environment for you and or your employees.
Whatever you need, from an overnight visit to
a long term stay, Discovery Parks - Onslow’s
friendly and attentive staff can provide you with
a complete accommodation solution.

For bookings or to discuss your workforce
accommodation needs, please contact us
on (08) 9184 6007 or
onslow@discoveryparks.com.au

FEATURES & FACILITIES
• Range of accommodation
• Dining room serving breakfast,
crib lunches and dinner
• Fully equipped gymasium
• Swimming pool
• Fully licensed bar
• Recreation room
• Licensed Kiosk/shop
• Conference facilities
• Friendly & attentive staff

Onslow

2.13

Shire of Ashburton:

Onslow Airport

Opportunities

Description

1. Establishment of a helicopter base and operations
to supply and provide workforce transfers to off
shore facilities and sites. Transferring passengers
would be able to directly access charters or RPT
available directly from the airport

•

The redeveloped Onslow Airport was officially
opened in August 2015

2. FIFO for inland mines including Rio Tinto’s Mesa A
and Pannawonica operations

•

Onslow Airport is located 4kms from Onslow
town centre and 26kms from ANSIA

•

The new 1900m runway can support a high
grade of aircraft (Category C) including the
Fokker 100 passenger jet and 717’s however,
the terminal facilities have been designed to
comfortably service 100 passengers

Status: Operational

•

The redevelopment included a new taxi way, an
aircraft parking apron, new and upgraded runway
and apron lighting, new radio and navigational
aids, refuelling and fire fighting facilities, fencing (to
CASA requirements) and the establishment of a
new terminal

•

The terminal is equipped with screening to
support Regular Passenger Transport (RPT)
services (to CASA requirements)

•

In addition to private charter flights, RPT is
available with Virgin commercial flights on
Mondays (15 seats), Wednesdays (10 seats),
Fridays (10 seats), Saturdays (10 seats) and
Sundays (10 seats)

•

The airport has the capacity to turn around one
flight comfortably every hour, however could
support two flights per hour if required

•

The $49 million project was funded by $30 million
from Chevron Australia, $13 million from the
Onslow Community Development fund (a joint
Royalties for Regions and Chevron fund) and $6
million from the Shire of Ashburton

2.14

Department of Transport (DoT):

Beadon Creek Boat
Harbour
Status: Current facilities operating with future
development outlined in the Beadon Creek
Harbour Land Use Framework Planning (DoT
August 2014)

Description

•

The new terminal building is currently used
primarily by Skippers Aviation and Virgin Australia

•

The final landside works (carparks, footpaths
and entry road) are being developed by Ertech
on behalf of the Shire, with works commencing
August 2015

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

•

Beadon Creek Boat Harbour is located 2 kms
from the Onslow township, 5 kms from Onslow
airport and approximately 30kms from ANSIA

•

The Harbour is operated by the Department of
Transport (DoT) under the Marine and Harbours
Act

•

Currently the Harbour site is sparsely developed;
however all DoT land within the harbour
boundary has been leased or being negotiated.
Public facilities include a service wharf with fuel,
power and water that is available to the public.
Other public infrastructure includes a boat ramp,
fish cleaning area and public car park. Land
within is used for industry/ business to support
the resource sector and some tourism activities
such as fishing charters and Mackerel Islands
tours
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•

The Beadon Creek Harbour Land Use
Framework (LUF) describes five precincts for
development including a Community Boating
Precinct (Marina) and an area not available to the
public providing access to the harbour by major
industry to service the offshore resource industry

•

A survey in relation to boat pen demand is
currently being sought (August 2015)

•

It is proposed that the Community Boating
Precinct will include a small marina consisting of
19 pens suitable for powered vessels as well as
another two spaces for loading and offloading.
The precinct will incorporate the existing boat
launching facility

Opportunities
1. The cost of construction of the marina is
anticipated to be in excess of $25 million
presenting opportunities for local contractors and
suppliers

8. The associated recreational and lifestyle benefits
will lead to attraction and retention of people to
Onslow as well as a population increase during
construction

2.15

Light Industrial Area:

(LIA Airport and Beadon
Creek)
Information provided by Onslow Marine Support
Base (OMSB Pty Ltd: Marine Facility Project
Overview - 3 September 2015)

There is a significant amount of land within the Onslow
township that is or has the potential of becoming zoned
and developed for Light Industrial and Mixed Business
uses including:

2. Based on assumptions and pending final design
and costs, there is potential for a construction
work force of 10-15 to conduct civil works, jetty/
pontoon construction and building of amenities

2
1
2

3. The overall construction process associated with
the LUF will utilise local accommodations, the
airport and commercial outlets
4. The LUF identifies a range of preferred land uses
including administration offices, crew transfers,
charter operations, loading areas for supplies
to vessels, maintenance and repairs of plant,
minor engineering and fabrication, minor vessel
maintenance, storage and lay down areas,
workshop buildings, public boating facilities,
recreational areas, volunteer marine rescue
building, crew transfers, DoT offices, fuel storage
and dispensary, imported bulk rubbish removal,
sea-water extraction activities and a desalination
plant. Each of these uses suggests business
development and employment
5. Harbour management, once operational, is
likely to employ up to two persons to undertake
maintenance, reception and cleaning
6. Further business opportunities include a cafe
outlet, landscaping, signage, fencing, security,
pathways, IT and freight and transport services
7. There are few facilities in the northwest suitable
for hosting cruising vessels – in particular those
travelling from the Kimberley and Darwin. The
Boating Precinct will provide ease of access to
fuel, water, amenities (shower, toilet, laundry),
supplies (groceries), spare parts and local
attractions
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3
4

5

SITE

Ha

Status

1. Beadon Creek Marine Precinct

8.1

Partially
Developed

2. Beadon Creek LIA

16.6

Fully Developed

3. Future Beadon Creek LIA

10

Undeveloped

4. Onslow Road LIA Expansion

43

Undeveloped

5. Airport Lands

34

Undeveloped

6. Airport Lands

52

Undeveloped

TOTAL

163.7

Development of the Airport LIA is being proposed by
OMSB, which if successful, anticipate that industrial lots
will be available within 12 months.

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA):

Port of Ashburton and
Anketell Port
Port of Ashburton
Description
The Port of Ashburton is a new multi-user port that
will accommodate LNG and other downstream gas
processing exports as well as equipment import and
supply base operations to the Carnarvon Basin. It is
located 12 km south west of Onslow adjacent to the
ANSIA site.
Construction of the core port infrastructure (shipping
channel, breakwater, MOF and land area behind the
MOF) is 100% completed and being fully utilised by
Chevron Australia. At this stage, the Port is only available
to Chevron. Chevron will retain control and full access to
the core Port facilities until 2018/19 after which time it will
be handed over to the State.

Anketell Port
Description
A deal to build a $7 billion port and rail complex in
Western Australia’s Pilbara at Anketell Port (30kms East
of Karratha) was signed in September 2015. The West
Pilbara Iron Ore Project will include a deep-water port
(at Anketell, which could become the biggest port in
Australia) and a new railway network.
Australian transport and logistics company Aurizon will
have exclusive rights to develop the infrastructure, with
the first exports planned for 2017. The project is being
backed by China’s Baosteel Resources, Korea’s POSCO
and American Metals and Coal International.
The completed facility will include:
•

A multi-user, multi-commodity deep water port

•

Ultimate export capacity not less than 350 million
tonnes per annum of iron ore

•

Large area for port related activities

•

Approximately 840 hectares of heavy industrial
land

•

Land and an infrastructure corridor for utilities
and transport

The Port of Ashburton consists of three areas:
1. Landside port area land
2. Marine area or port waters (including the seabed)
3. Port access road corridor or Eastern
Infrastructure Corridor (EIC)
Features of the Port of Ashburton include:
•

Purpose built port for the export of LNG and
other bulk liquids

•

13.5 m deep dredged channel allowing direct
access to the Port

•

Ultimate export capacity of 50 million tonnes
LNG, export capacity for other hydrocarbon
based products (including value-added
processing) and capacity for general cargo
including fuel and supply base capability to
service offshore operations

•

MOF and quarantine facilities, marine services
and administration facilities

•

24/7 operations

2.17

Onslow Marine Support Base
Pty Ltd:

Onslow Marine Support
Base
Description
Onslow Marine Support Base Pty Ltd (OMSB) is
proposing to develop a marine support base located
in Beadon Creek. The OMSB will facilitate the provision
of marine support services, primarily to the resource
industries both offshore in the Carnarvon Basin and
onshore. Subject to relevant approvals, it is anticipated
that completion of construction and the first stage of
dredging would be by December 2016.
Current activities include:

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

•

Tendering for the wharf construction

•

Finalising a two stage dredging plan (berth
pocket for construction and maintenance and
channel dredge)
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The completed OMSB will encompass and or
supply:

•

Creation of a significant number of permanent
jobs, potentially 100-150 equating to 250-375
new residents

•

Additional business activity for the Town of
Onslow

•

Improved marine facilities and services attracting
tourists and businesses to the community

•

Potential increase in off shore activity associated
with the resource industry

•

Creation of a substantial fuel storage and supply
facility at Onslow will provide significant benefits
to the town including:

Offshore Oil & Gas Industry Support
•

•

Marine supply base with capabilities of
accommodating a range of offshore oil & gas field
activities
Dredged channel access:
•
•

Stage 1: Berth pocket and turning basin
Stage 2: Extended channel & turning basin

Onshore Resources - Small General Cargo and
Small Bulk
•

Possibility of importing small volumes of general
cargo and fuel

•

Facilities for resource, oil and gas industry
suppliers to ship products directly into Onslow
(i.e. chemicals, drilling pipe and casing) and
stored locally until required elsewhere onshore or
offshore

Regional Fuel Supplies
Potential capacity for a fuel storage base to service
offshore demands in Onslow, along with the local land
based requirements including industrial, mining, road
and air transport users. The support base would import
both diesel and aviation fuels, via small tanker vessels
(i.e. 2 to 4 million litre bunker vessels) into Beadon Creek.
The following map (supplied by OMSB) demonstrates the
operational advantages that Onslow offers to service the
oil and gas industry with the yellow lines indicative of sea
routes from Dampier and the red lines indicative of sea
routes from Onslow.

•
•
•

2.18

More affordable fuel
Security of supply
Resolution of industry supply issues for
operations within the Onslow region

Buurabalayji Thalanyji
Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC

Description
The Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC
is the Prescribed Body Corporate for the Thalanyji People.
The Thalanyji People’s native title rights and interests
over about 11,120sq km of land in the West Pilbara
were recognized in a consent determination. Under the
determination the Thalanyji People have non-exclusive
rights to mainly pastoral land in the Shire of Ashburton,
as well as some land in and around the Onslow townsite
and port area.
The original claim was filed in 1999 and combined
two existing applications. Five indigenous land use
agreements (ILUAs) have been registered and deal with
the relationship between the rights and interests of native
title holders and pastoralists.

Opportunities

Opportunities
Successful delivery of this OMSB strategy will lead to:
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•

The Corporation owns the two existing service
stations in Onslow, however they are currently
planning to build a new 24/7 service station
(including a retail section and bakery) on the
Onslow Road. It is proposed that the service
station will be complete by late 2016 and employ
up to 15 full time and casual people

•

On completion of the new service station,
decommissioning of the existing service
stations will be required. Redevelopment
of the respective sites would also present a
construction and or business opportunity
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•

The Corporation has a grant submission pending
with the Australian Government (through the
Indigenous Enterprise Development program)
for expansion of the industrial estate on Cornish
Way. If successful, the Corporation plans to
establish a business incubator to support small
business development. It is anticipated the
project will be completed by the end of 2016 and
employ one full time manager

•

The Corporation is currently negotiating with the
State Government to secure six hectares of land
at the Cornish Way industrial estate that they
propose to sub divide

•

The Corporation is currently conducting a
feasibility study and trials of soft infrastructure for
the farming of edible oysters (in partnership with
Maxima)

2.19

Tourism
Status: Operational

Description
•

Onslow has an ideal climate with an average
annual temperature of 31 degrees

•

Onslow is located 80kms from the Northwest
Coastal Highway on the coast

•

•

Attractions in Onslow include access to the
Mackerel and Montebello Islands from Beadon
Creek Harbour, the Old Onslow historical
townsite, Onslow Salt, the Ashburton River,
termite mounds and Sunrise, Sunset and Four
Mile beaches
Onslow attracts a diverse tourist demographic
including retirees that visit for long periods
from autumn to spring, visitors from inland
communities and towns, family visitors and
regular tourists

•

Onslow offers a range of accommodation options
including two caravan parks, free camping facility
close to town, self contained units and motel
rooms

•

Onslow offers a range of dining options including
two first class restaurants, pub and buffet meals
and takeaway food

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Opportunities
1. Increased tourism through promotion of what is
available and access via direct flights from Perth.
According to Tourism WA’s Overnight Visitor Fact
Sheet for the Shire of Ashburton, on average
73,000 visitors came to the Shire of Ashburton
each year from 2008 to 2010
2. Research by the Tourism Forecasting Committee
has identified that total visitor nights in regional
WA are predicted to increase by 0.4% each year
between 2009 and 2020
3. Development and marketing of industrial tourism
encompassing activities and visits to ANSIA and
Onslow Salt
4. Development and marketing of Onslow as a
conference and training location to attract more
visitor numbers
5. The DoT Beadon Creek Boat Harbour
development – including a 19 pen marina – will
enhance the tourism experience for visitors,
including the attraction of marine vessels
6. The Old Onslow Conservation project including
a Heritage Plan for the Old Onslow townsite and
initial building stabilisation work will provide a
further attraction for visitors to the region

2.20

Pastoral
Status: Operational

A number of pastoral stations operate around the Onslow
area, including Minderoo (sheep and cattle), Peedamulla
(cattle) and Urala (sheep and cattle). These stations use
Onslow as a service centre.

Opportunities
1. Stations currently use Karratha airport for access
to the stations for visitors and workforce. Onslow
airport will now offer direct access
2. Cattle are currently being transported from
Hedland, however, the proximity of the possible
Onslow Marine Support Base in Beadon Creek
may present opportunities
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Commercial fishing
Status: Plausible

2015
•

Onslow Ring Road – A Main Roads WA
project to build a new town entry road to
provide all-weather access and bypass the
light industrial area. The detailed design is
complete, and the 1st stage of works to
relocate telecommunications and power lines
is underway. Main Roads WA have awarded
the road construction contract and earthworks
are commencing very soon, and these will be
coordinated with the Shire’s landfill rehabilitation
works

•

Wastewater treatment plant upgrade – The
Water Corporation has commenced construction
to expand the existing wastewater treatment
plant and double its capacity. Chevron Australia
has contributed $13 million to this project

2. Increased utilisation of the supply base and laydown area at Beadon Creek

•

Barrarda Estate Stage 1 subdivision – Refer
to 3.1

3. Increased demand for local services including
electricians, fibre glassing, IT, engineering,
transport

•

Onslow Airport – Access road and car park

•

Water supply upgrade (storage tanks) – The
Water Corporation is commissioning 2 water
storage tanks (one funded by Chevron as the 1st
stage of the desalination project)

Beadon Creek Harbour was once the main harbour for
a flourishing commercial fishing industry including tiger
prawns from inshore areas, with a lesser catch of king,
banana and endeavour prawns further offshore. In 2009,
the fishery made a considerable economic contribution
to Onslow with an estimated value of $0.6 million
With the establishment of the new 19 pen marina and
plausibility of the Onslow Marine Support Base to be
constructed at Beadon Creek, the re-emergence of the
fishing industry is viable.

Opportunities
1. Direct employment of a local workforce

2.22

Other potential new industries
and opportunities5

2016
•

Swimming pool – Chevron is contributing $7
million towards a new swimming pool. Details of
the pool design concept and costs are expected
late 2015. When the design concept and project
budget are finalised the Shire will advertise a
Detailed Design and Construction tender

•

Basketball complex – To be completed by the
end of 2016

•

Shire Administration Centre – Consisting of
Shire offices, Council Chambers, library meeting
rooms and a Wheatstone visitors display area.
Design and construction tender was awarded
April 2015 with detailed design currently being
finalised. Construction started in August 2015

•

Chevron has commenced construction of 50
residential houses in Barrada Estate, due to be
completed by end 2016

•

Construction of ten houses for Government
Regional Officers Housing (GROH) at Barrarda
Estate with construction anticipated to
commence late 2015. Chevron has contributed
$7 million for this project

Construction
The following infrastructure projects have been confirmed
and funding committed with an investment from Chevron
of over $250 million and $70 million from the State
Government. These critical services infrastructure have
been identified to support Onslow’s growth and are at
various stages of development.
These significant infrastructure projects present numerous
business and employment opportunities. Note that the
following projects are listed under indicative delivery
dates with work and planning pending or commenced in
some circumstances.

5

Updates sourced from Government of Western Australia: Department of State Development
Chevron Community Reference Group: Onslow Infrastructure Update June 2015 – presented by Steve Ryan
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•

Old Onslow Conservation project – Chevron
is contributing $1 million towards a Heritage Plan
for the Old Onslow townsite and initial building
stabilisation work. The Shire has contracted the
Pilbara Regional Council to manage a consultant
to prepare the Heritage Plan

•

The Heritage Plan will be completed by late 2015
and will guide future building conservation
works and possible tourism opportunities

•

Skate Park – To be constructed on completion
of the basketball courts

2017
•

Water Plant and Power Station – Construction
of the new Onslow water plant was deferred
until 2017. As a result Chevron are commencing
a retendering process for the power plant.
Chevron will build a 2ML / day desalination plant
and a 9MW power station, with associated
infrastructure for the Water Corporation and
Horizon Power

•

New Onslow Landfill – The proposed site for
the new landfill is 35km from town. The Shire is
currently considering the economic feasibility of
developing the new landfill as a Class 4 industrial
waste facility

•

Onslow Road additional upgrades – Onslow
Road will be upgraded post-construction of the
Wheatstone LNG plant to repair any damage
incurred during construction activities and to
cater for future traffic volumes. Main Roads is
assessing the condition of the road and planning
the schedule for the future upgrade works which
will be funded by Chevron

•

Town Centre improvements – Involving
updating of the town centre precinct. Works
expected to commence mid 2016

2018
•

Onslow hospital replacement – At a cost of
$41.8 million. The design work is underway and
being managed by WA Country Health Services.
Construction is due to commence in late 2016
and due for completion in 2018. Chevron will
contribute $22 million to the new hospital

Determined by demand
•

•

Expansion of Onslow School – The existing
school will be expanded with transportable
buildings as student enrolments increase
New Primary and District High School
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Shut downs
Industrial plants conduct shutdowns for a range of
reasons including scheduled maintenance, replacement
of parts, modification or expansion.
Determining
the frequency of plant shutdown however is irregular
and informed by examinations, findings from regular
preventative maintenance inspection programs, risk
assessments and consideration of influences outside
of the plant. In essence, although the shutdowns are
irregular, they must occur, and when they do a range of
services and resources are required. Shutdown work,
unlike construction contracts, albeit irregular, is ongoing.
The type of resources, services and number of workers
required for a shutdown will be dependent on the level
of intervention required (e.g. emergency repairs, capital
project tie-ins, or major shutdowns requiring several
hundred craft workers).

Algae ponds
The algae industry has to date been highly experimental
in the Pilbara with trials conducted without commercial
success. The possibility is however increasingly viable,
with the demand for bio-diesel and natural medicines – in
particular “super foods”.
Production involves growing algae in shallow salt water
ponds that rely on heat and the trickle-through of carbon
dioxide (CO2) from which pharmaceuticals, nutritional
supplements and oil for fuel are produced.
With a gas plant producing CO2 emissions that could be
potentially piped to low lying salt pond areas, conditions
may be suitable in Onslow for similar production.

Small business opportunities
Associated with the increased population (residential,
visitor, FIFO and tourist) and construction and operation
projects are numerous small business opportunities
including:
•

Air conditioning
maintenance

•

Car hire

•

Labour

•

Crane hire

•

•

Storage

Civil contracts
Electrical

•

Inspections

•

Plumbing

•

Scaffolding

•

Fencing

•

Landscaping and
gardening services

•

•

Laundry services

•

House cleaning

Consultants –
Heritage and
Environmental
clearances

•

Freight

•

Pool cleaning, testing and product distribution each of the new (50) Chevron houses will have a
pool
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NTC Contracting:
The Local Contractor
Helping Onslow Grow

Through hard work and local experience,
NTC is a key player for earthmoving and
civil construction works in Onslow and
throughout the Pilbara region.
With a mixture of local and FIFO staff,
consisting of experienced project
managers, engineers, surveyors, plant
operators and a modern fleet of machinery
maintained by our in house mechanics,
NTC is equipped to handle any sized
earthmoving or civil infrastructure.

•

Civil Contracting

•

Bulk Earthworks

•

Roadworks

•

Site Preparation

•

Quarry Supplies

•

Civil Infrastructure

•

Drainage

Get in touch with NTC
today to see how we
can help your business

www.ntc.net.au
Phone: (08) 9184 6025
Email: info@ntc.net.au
PO Box 68, Onslow, WA 6710
Lot 550 Onslow Road, Onslow, WA 6710

SECTION 3: SUPPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE –
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMUNITY AMENITY
Over the past three years, since the emergence of
the oil and gas industry, Onslow has seen significant
improvements and additions in terms of infrastructure and
community amenity.
Onslow now offers an excellent level of services, facilities
and amenity along with an idealistic lifestyle – on the
coast - for a diverse demographic group including FIFO
workers, young families and executives.

Government Regional Officer Housing (GROH)
Department of Housing (DoH) purchased lots in Barrarda
Estate for 10 government employee homes, (funded by
Chevron) with construction due to be complete mid 2016

Ocean View Caravan Park
Caravan sites and on site accommodation units

Supply of essential utilities is also secured ensuring
capacity for expansion of current and future business and
industry as well as population growth.

Onslow Management and Property Services
(OMPS)

The following provides an overview of what is available
and pending in terms of living, working and investing in
Onslow.

OMPS is a locally based service representing a diverse
range of accommodation options:

info@omps.com.au

•
•
•

3.1

Affordable and accessible
accommodation

•

0477 805 807

Onslow Ocean Front Apartments
Executive Accommodation Units
Private housing including options for shared
accommodation
Anketell apartments

Rapid Camps Australia
0402 138 810

The cost of housing and accommodation in Onslow
was at a premium in 2012, with some properties
attracting beyond $1 million at sale. Since this period
however, there has been significant residential and visitor
accommodation development in the community leading
to increased availability and affordability.
As of June 2015, according to Homesales.com.au, the
median price for a house in Onslow was $455,508 and
the median price for a unit was $414,679. The average
house in Onslow was rented for $1,700 per week. The
vacancy rate in April 2015 was 10.8% with 33 properties
vacant.
Key accommodation options are outlined below with
further information available on the OCCI website.

Available on request and available on short notice,
Rapid Camps Australia will transport and install 13 fully
self contained units consisting of a bedroom, kitchen,
bathroom and laundry

Beadon Bay Hotel
Located in the heart of town offers:
•
•

Discovery Parks
Located near Beadon Creek, Discovery Parks offers:
•

Barrarda Estate
LandCorp’s Barrarda Estate stages 1A and 1B have
been released (residential and grouped housing lots are
available). Lot prices start from $185,000 and range in
size from 402sqm to 2906sqm. For further information
visit http://www.landcorp.com.au/Residential/Onslow/
Onslow Salt has purchased five residential house lots and
will complete construction of their houses at the end of
2015. Chevron Australia has purchased 50 residential
house lots and a nine hectare site within the Estate. All
50 Chevron houses are to be constructed by the end of
2016.

•
•
•
•

Full board and serviced accommodation for over
400 people
Two self contained units plus 12 pending
Gym, bar, Foxtel, pool, recreation room and high
speed internet
Breakfast, crib lunch and dinner
Caravan Park with 30 powered sites

Eco Abrolhos Accommodation Pty Ltd
•
•

Ensuited and serviced accommodation for
transient workers
Laundry service, Breakfast, Crib lunch and Dinner
supplied

Onslow Beach Resort
•

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

66 self contained 5 Star hotel units
A breakfast, lunch and dinner service available
seven days per week

Number of 1 bedroom deluxe self contained
apartments
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3.2

Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA)

3.5

OMSB Marine Support Base
(refer also to 2.15 and 2.17)

Port of Ashburton
(refer to 2.16)

3.3

Department of Transport (DoT):

Beadon Creek Boat
Harbour
Status: Current facilities operating with future
development outlined in the Beadon Creek
Harbour Land Use Framework Planning (DoT
August 2014)

Department of Transport manages and operates the Port
of Onslow under the Shipping and Pilotage Act 1967 and
the Marine and Harbours Act 1981. Refer to 2.14 for
further details

3.4

Shire of Ashburton: Onslow
Airport (refer also to 2.13)

Return flights to Perth, open to the general public, are
available five days per week on Wheatstone Project
charter flights provided by Virgin Australia. Bookings are
available through the Virgin international booking system,
allowing fares to be booked online through Virgin’s guest
contact centre or through a local travel agent. Flights are
available on Mondays (15 seats), Wednesdays (10 seats),
Fridays (10 seats), Saturdays (10 seats) and Sundays (10
seats). Ticket prices range from $299 to $599 one way.

Development of the OMSB will significantly enhance
the ability for Onslow to be a major service location for
the Carnarvon Basin offshore oil and gas industry and
local onshore industries. The opportunities that can be
created at the Airport Land by the development of the
OMSB include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General resource and oil and gas industry
material manufacture and supply
Logistics for construction and ongoing day to
day support for offshore activities
Storage & warehousing
Laydown and demurrage areas
Servicing, repair, maintenance and support
businesses
Local administrative functions
Quarantine and Customs services
Support service to the airport facility
Support services for the expanding Onslow
township and ANSIA

3.6

Local, State and
Commonwealth Government
Services

The following government services have a
physical presence in Onslow:
•

Department of Health: WA Country Health
Service – Onslow Hospital
•

•
•
•
•

Services and facilities: dental, emergency,
inpatients, medical, general, nursing,
outpatients, pharmacy, respite care, triage
New hospital scheduled for completion in
2018
Child Health Centre
Dental Health Service
Community Health

•

Department of Education: Onslow Primary
School – Kindergarten to Year 12

•

Police Service WA Northern Region, Police
Station

•

Department for Child Protection and Family
Services

•

Shire of Ashburton – Onslow Office

Utilities
Significant investment has been committed and
development commenced to ensure the supply of
affordable and secure power, water and waste water
services with future planning capable of further extending
and increasing supply in accordance with growth and
demand

28

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

3.8

Hospitality

3.9

The Beadon Bay Bistro
Located at Onslow Airport and open daily for breakfast,
lunch and late afternoon service to 7pm. The bistro
offers cafe style food including takeaway and coffee.
Bistro opening hours are currently in accordance with
key flights in and out of Onslow

Bonnie’s Catering Services
Catering for events on order and as requested

Beadon Bay Hotel
A breakfast, lunch and dinner service available seven
days per week in the downstairs area. Currently the
area can accommodate up to 109 patrons, however
the Hotel is licensed for 220. Beer garden. A formal 80
seat restaurant upstairs including meeting rooms and
conference facilities - due for completion December 2015

Discovery Parks
Meeting Room and conference room facilities
Dining room

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Recreational and Social
Facilities
Onslow Community Garden
Water splash park
Tennis courts
Sports Club
Boat ramp, fishing platform and fish cleaning
facilities
Ocean side board walk
Undercover children’s play areas
Bowling green
Indoor Multi Purpose(Recreation) Centre
including playing courts, meeting rooms, gym
and children’s day care facilities
Town Oval
Fitness station on beach front
Basketball courts
Four Mile BBQ area

Pending
•
•
•

New basketball courts
Skate park
Swimming pool

Onslow Beach Resort
New restaurant, bar and function centre

Eco Abrolhos Accommodation Pty Ltd
Function Area licenced for up to140 people
Licenced Bar facilities

Onslow Sports Club
Located in the heart of town offers a licensed bar, social
events and is available to hire

Onslow General Store
Offers a supermarket, liquor store and hardware
Deliveries available

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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SECTION 4: BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES AND
NETWORKS
The Onslow business community has access to a range
of innovative and accessible business support networks,
the majority of which are complementary via the West
Pilbara Business Support Program (WPBSP) and the
OCCI Onslow Business Service Hub (Hub) at 453
Beadon Creek Road.

Acronyms

In addition to these services, the OCCI has also
developed a definition of what is considered to be ‘Local
Content’ which is being promoted by industry groups.
Businesses that can demonstrate commitment to
Onslow via reference to the following criteria are defined
as ‘Local Content’:
•

Direct investment to set-up or operate a business
from Onslow for the provision of products and
services

•

Physical presence in Onslow (as opposed to the
ANSIA) which may include permanent, FIFO or
DIDO services

•

Preparations for future business activity which
highlight a long-term commitment to Onslow

•

A ‘Principal place of business’ address or a
‘registered address’ in Onslow

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Industry Capability Network WA (ICNWA)
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
Local government authorities (LGA)
Gross State Product (GSP)
North Strategic Industrial Area (ANSIA)
Light Industrial Area (LIA)
Onslow Economic Leaders Group (OELG)
Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
Pilbara Development Commission (PDC)
Department of State Development (DSD)
Materials offloading facility (MOF)
General industrial Area (GIA)
Engineering, Construction, Procurement Management
(ECPM)
Government Regional Officers Housing (GROH)
Business Centre Pilbara (BCP)
Dampier to Bunbury Natural Gas Pipeline (DBNGP)
Government Regional Officer Housing (GROH)
Fly in Fly out (FIFO)
Small to Medium Enterprises (SME)
Pilbara Ports Authority (PPA)
Eastern Infrastructure Corridor (EIC)

Agency

Services, programs and policy

RSM

•

Profit improvement opportunities including support with (but not limited to) marketing,
finance, diversification and product development

•

Growth development including structural and operational systems such as OHS&E, CHESM
guidance and then referral, strategic and business planning

•

A short or long term free service for local Onslow business operators or potential business
owners

•

Start up services through to commercialisation – clients can either be referred or approach
RSM direct

Business
Centre
Pilbara
(BCP)

Many Rivers

Providing a broad range of free services supporting people and businesses in:
•

All aspects of business set up to exit

•

Accessing specialised and targeted services, programs and systems

•

One on one support, workshops, referrals

•

Programs and services including (but not limited to) finance, marketing, business planning,
Pulse Checks, mentoring, grant applications, websites, resources, licensing and registrations
(business related)

•

Journey based free business development and support program assisting aspiring business
owners with microenterprise development and access to finance

•

Access to finance for set up (Business loans through Westpac – guaranteed by Many Rivers)

Note: The WPBSP is funded by Chevron Australia and its joint venture partners and includes the services of RSM, Many Rivers and The Business
Centre Pilbara
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Agency

Services, programs and policy

Chevron

•

Key agreements and partnerships with Many Rivers, RSM and BCP

•

Ongoing engagement with OCCI for a normalisation process

•

Sponsorship of the OCCI and Onslow Business Service Hub

•

Facilitation of events and seminars to promote business and contractual opportunities and
other business development concepts including Chevron Tender Process and supplier
briefings

•

Chevron’s vision for the LNG plant’s operations phase is to continue contributing to a
sustainable and diverse local economy capable of supporting the company’s long-term
operational objectives through:

Onslow
Chamber of
Commerce
and Industry

Industry
Capability
Network WA
(ICNWA)

Pilbara
Development
Commission

•

Increasing Onslow business contracting opportunities through assisting local suppliers to
meet Chevron Technical and safety requirements

•

Developing local business capability by supporting the development of supplier
opportunities into the operations phase, and

•

Providing business development services via the WPBSP to facilitate the establishment
and development of local businesses

•

Through ProjectConnect, Chevron is now able to encourage the larger contractors to
seriously consider using locally based businesses to potentially deliver efficiencies and
reductions in costs as we proceed into operations

•

Actively promote the interests of its members in the business community and provide
a range of services to generate positive outcomes for commercial and professional
organisations

•

Promotion of Local Content to members, industry and other potential employers

•

Mentoring local business owners and operators

•

Dissemination of information – conduit between service providers and business owner
operators – primarily through the Onslow Business Service Hub and social media

•

Coordination of events to promote Local Content e.g. Business After Hours, Forums,
workshops

•

Onslow Connect is a live up to date resource where you can find products and services
provided from those servicing the Onslow Community. Aimed at increasing the visibility of
local business to large tenderers. http://www.onslowconnect.com.au

•

ProjectConnect provides suppliers and contractors with an understanding of the Wheatstone
Project work scopes that are to be tendered or are already out to bid. PDFs attached to the
Wheatstone Project packages provide information on the scope of work involved and may
assist suppliers and contractors to better position themselves for work at the first tier (full
package) or lower tier (components of package) levels

•

Bidders and successful contractors for Wheatstone Project work packages are also
encouraged to utilise ICNWA to obtain similar advice on potential Australian sub contractors
and suppliers. ICNWA reviews the components of package registrations (again in
conjunction with other sources) in providing that advice

•

Upon award of a contract, the name and contact details of the successful contractor are
published on ProjectConnect to further facilitate contact with Australian industry. Companies
registered on ProjectConnect at the part package level are automatically sent this information
about the package for which they have registered. The successful contractor may also be
given access to the components of package registrations for their work package

•

ePilbara - the Pilbara Business Capability Register (http://www.epilbara.com.au), showcases
Pilbara companies with capabilities to provide products and services to the resource,
construction and other sectors within the Pilbara region of WA

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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VALUED SPONSORS OF THE
ONSLOW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

PARTNER

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS
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