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‘Opportunities abound in the Pilbara and many people have sought a
better life by relocating to the region from other towns and cities, not just
within Western Australia, but from around the country and overseas.
‘This diversity of cultures, traditions and beliefs has blended with the
Pilbara “can do” and “fair go” attitude to create the rich tapestry of
character and community that has become the new Pilbara.’
Hon. Brendon Grylls, MLA Leader of the National Party of Australia (WA).
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Newman, 2016. Photograph by Sarah Stampfli.
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Hon. Terry Redman MLA,
Minister for Regional Development; Lands, Western Australia

The State Government has long recognised that
as a vital driver of the State’s economy, building
on the potential of the Pilbara is a benefit for all
Western Australians.

This unprecedented investment from the State
Government cemented the Pilbara’s economic
importance in the nation’s economy and created a
brighter future for the region.

The landmark $1.7 billion Pilbara Cities
initiative is part of a long term commitment
from the State Government to build the Pilbara
into a vibrant region with a strong economy
that is a desirable place to live, work, and
invest. Looking at the Pilbara region today I
can confidently say we are well on the way to
achieving this, and so much more.

Women in Karratha now have access to obstetric
services, removing the need to travel long distances
to deliver their children while underground power
across Karratha, Port Hedland, Dampier, and
Roebourne will enable greater community and
commercial resilience in the aftermath of cyclones.
For the first time, Newman and Wickham have
salaried paramedics to supplement the volunteer
paramedics in these communities.

For a region with a population of only 60,000,
the Pilbara punches above its weight in terms
of economic contribution to the State, and to
Australia. However, this wasn’t reflected in the
level of investment in community and town
infrastructure.
Underpinned by the State Government’s
Royalties for Regions program, the Pilbara
Cities initiative took on the challenges
presented by the resource sector’s growth and
revitalised the region through investments in
infrastructure, land development, community
projects and economic diversification. The
Karratha Quarter, the revitalisation of South
Hedland, the upgrade of wastewater treatment
plants across the region, Wallwork Road Bridge,
Dampier Community Hub and the development
of the East Pilbara Arts Centre and Martumili
Gallery are just some examples of strategic
projects and infrastructure that Pilbara Cities
has delivered.
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These are just a few examples of the positive
outcomes Pilbara Cities has delivered for the towns
and communities of the region. Pilbara Cities has
underpinned the ‘new Pilbara’ – a region with
the same offerings and opportunities that the
metropolitan areas in Western Australia have, and
because of this more and more families are choosing
to call the Pilbara home.
We now move to the next stage of development and
sustainability for the region. The Pilbara Regional
Investment Blueprint outlines the growth and
development aspirations, priorities and investment
opportunities for the region moving forward, and
will allow us to build on the success of the Pilbara
Cities initiative. I look forward to working in
collaboration with the community, other government
agencies and industry to make the future aspirations
of the Pilbara Regional Investment Blueprint a reality.

Chris Gilmour
Chairman, Pilbara Development Commission

This publication provides an overview of the Pilbara
Cities initiative, and what it has delivered and
achieved for the region since its inception in 2009.
The Pilbara has been through a significant
transformation over the last six years, which has been
nothing short of remarkable, and heralds a new era of
normalisation for the region – the ‘new Pilbara’.
The Pilbara is now characterised by high quality
regional living, with modern services and facilities
that support the development of strong local
communities.
The Pilbara is now home to world-class recreation,
sporting, and community facilities, infrastructure
and land supply are now meeting the needs of the
growing population and there are new opportunities
for business growth and diversification. Residents
have access to suitable levels of education and health
services, which are all being delivered through
modern infrastructure and innovative technologies.
The Pilbara Cities initiative has laid a solid foundation
for this transformation, and in this publication we
highlight the Pilbara Cities investments that have
been channelled into projects such as housing, health,
education, culture, recreation, environment, and
economic development, which all are critical to the
wellbeing and retention of residents.

The Pilbara Development Commission is
responsible for the effective planning, coordination
and delivery of the Pilbara Cities initiative. This
includes maintaining effective relationships with
key partners across government, industry, and the
community, who have all played a key role in the
transformation of the region and in the delivery of
Pilbara Cities projects.
Pilbara Cities has, and will continue to deliver
major projects that transform towns and cities into
attractive and vibrant places offering a full suite of
lifestyle options and diverse opportunities similar to
those on offer in the metropolitan area of Western
Australia.
The Pilbara Regional Investment Blueprint builds
on the success of the Pilbara Cities initiative, and is
a plan for the region, by the region. It will take the
‘new Pilbara’ into a new era of development, and
will be a roadmap for the future that will see the
Pilbara become a region of diversity by harnessing
its strengths and investing in its people.
I am proud of the difference Pilbara Cities has
made to the region so far, and the support that
Pilbara Cities gives to the region means that more
people can visit, stay, invest, work, and play in the
communities in a sustainable way. As we move
into the next phase of development for the region I
look forward to delivering the vision of the Pilbara
Regional Investment Blueprint to ensure a strong
legacy for the region for future generations to come.
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Overview
The Pilbara. Unless this unique region is experienced firsthand, it usually eclipses any attempt to describe it. Stand on
the lip of a gorge in Karijini National Park, and test a whole
hemisphere’s centre of gravity. Swim to the centre of Handrail
Pool—don’t think of what lies below—and look up to where
the earth’s crust tears open to the sky. Float in the mouth of
the earth. Experience the spatial dissonance when taking
a tour around one of the world’s largest open pit mines in
Newman. How to explain how any of that might feel?
The region accounts for 20% of Western Australia’s total
land mass, spanning the breadth of the state. To the east,
there’s a seemingly endless desert that looks like the parched
tongue of the world. To the west, the Indian Ocean glitters
indigo. That Pilbara sun, it brands the skin, scours the eyes.
When the cyclones come, townscapes and coastlines can be
realigned overnight by the might of the wind and rain. It’s a
place of extremes: scale, climate, longevity, endurance.
Hitch a ride in a mail plane up the desert spine of the
Canning Stock Route, and it’s possible to fly for hours and
hours over land the colour of sweet potato and silver sage.
Country that is crosshatched with millennia of geologic and
human activity, yet which can be characterised by those who
don’t know it as ‘empty’ or ‘just a giant mine.’
The people who live and work there, who draw inspiration
and livelihood from the Pilbara, know that it is so much
more than that. They know its true value is about more than
its mineral wealth or proximity to Asia, vitally important and
economically influential though those are.
The Pilbara’s uniqueness is also recognised by local and
State authorities, and public and private enterprise. Their
partnerships with the Pilbara’s people offer a means to build
stability, encourage equity, enhance services, and safeguard
the region’s continuing capacity to function as an industrial
powerhouse, without neglecting the balance with social and
cultural outcomes.
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Each town is distinctive, and has its own heritage and identity,
its own relationship with the Pilbara’s recent and ancient past.
Whether purpose-built to cater for the 1960s discovery of iron
ore, for nineteenth-century gold prospecting, or to service the
early pastoral industry, the Pilbara’s settlements are now home
to nearly 70,000 people, and the region boasts an enviable mix
of cultures and nationalities.
It also is the country of more than thirty Aboriginal language
groups. The desert and coastal regions of the Pilbara are shaped
by tens of thousands of years of ritual and story, passed from
generation to generation. Some of Australia’s most significant
arts practitioners live and work in the remotest parts of the
region, as well as in towns like Roebourne, Hedland, and
Newman, expressing their culture through performance,
painting, fibre art, design, and multi-media. As the world’s
most ancient living and continuous culture, Australia’s
Indigenous heritage is among humankind’s most precious and
irreplaceable. It embodies an understanding and knowledge of
kinship, survival, land, and cosmology that, despite challenge
and change, endures to this day.
It is a tough, real, uncompromising country that has the
potential to deliver great riches to Australia and the world, not
only in terms of resources, but also history, culture, biodiversity,
art, and tourism.
And for the past seven years, thanks to the Pilbara Cities
initiative, it’s been getting the attention and infrastructure it
deserves, plus the type of investment that can build an equitable
and prosperous Pilbara for present and future generations.
This document outlines how the Pilbara Cities initiative has
been creating opportunities for so many more people—whether
living, working, or travelling there—to help fulfil the Pilbara’s
potential as well as their own, and celebrate the region’s
uniqueness, first-hand.

Alice Guiness, Roebourne Art Group. Photograph courtesy of PDC.

The Pilbara owes its unique identity
to its rich heritage and culture, and
in particular its diverse Aboriginal
and multicultural heritage.
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Karlamilyi
National Park
(Rudall Rivver)
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The Pilbara is far
from ordinary –
it is unlike any other
place in the world.
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Photograph
by Simon Phelps. The Pilbara Project.
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The Pilbara:
economic powerhouse
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Dampier Port. Photograph by Shot in Oz.

By any measurement, the Pilbara is a place of great wealth:
geographically, culturally, and economically, though it is perhaps
for its reputation as an economic heavyweight that it is best
known. In the last decade the region has undeniably been the
powerhouse of economic growth for Western Australia and the
nation, recognised as an area of global significance, thanks to its
extensive resource endowments and proximity to Asia.
The numbers are impressive. The Pilbara economy is more
than half the size of New Zealand’s GDP, and greater than the
individual GDP of 127 of the world’s 189 nations. In 2013-2014,
the Pilbara produced $96.7 billion in minerals.

Over a third of the world’s iron ore comes from the Pilbara,
and in 2015 the North West Shelf (off the Pilbara coast)
accounted for 70% of Australia’s Liquefied Natural Gas sales.
The region and its people have worked hard to make the
Pilbara what it is today – in 2015-16 the Pilbara contributed
13% to Western Australia’s total revenue. (Source
Department of State Development).
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Pilbara Cities
Initiative
why it was started

The Pilbara has been on an
unprecedented journey over
the last decade, which saw
record growth unlike anything
Australia had experienced
in the last 30 years. It was
fuelled by strong demand for
raw resources, especially iron
ore, in emerging fast-growing
economies such as China.
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The Pilbara has been centre of the most rapid expansion
of iron ore production in history, and the site of
construction of some of the largest gas projects in the
world. It has been on an unprecedented journey over the
last decade, which saw record growth unlike anything
Australia had experienced in the last 30 years.
The growth created a rapid increase in population
in the Pilbara, and the region did not have the social
and economic infrastructure, services, or amenities to
support this. It was either not there, or what was available
was constructed in the 1960s and 1970s and was reaching
the end of its functional life, and was not built to
accommodate and facilitate the population growth that
was happening in the Pilbara.
With substantial underinvestment in regional
development in the region, the Pilbara’s local
communities felt the immense strain and pressure,
and the rapid growth resulted in a range of challenging
outcomes. The region developed a high-cost structure, it
became highly exposed to commodity price fluctuations,
inflated house prices and rents, and inadequate
community services, facilities, and housing availability.

Rapid inflation in accommodation prices was experienced
in the Pilbara, and the consequences were felt keenly.
To provide perspective, the cost of living in Karratha in
2011 was 37% higher than Perth. The population grew
42% between 2006 and 2011, the highest rate anywhere in
Australia. In the decade until 2011, median salaries grew
219% from $704 to $1,543 per week, compared with a rise
in Perth during the same period of 72%.
Acknowledging the importance of the region and the strain
on the Pilbara’s communities, and to ease the pressure, the
State Government intervened and established the Royalties
for Regions Pilbara Cities initiative in 2009 with a $1.7
billion commitment to revitalise the region and to prepare
for long term growth and sustainability.
Pilbara Cities has transformed Pilbara communities into
modern cities and towns where people want to build a life,
where they want to live, raise a family, work, and invest long
into the future.

Karratha City. Photograph courtesy of LandCorp.

Pilbara Cities has
transformed Pilbara mining
communities into modern
cities and towns where
people want to build a life,
where they want to live,
raise a family, work, and
invest long into the future.
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Pilbara Cities
Initiative
a vision and an achievement
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Since its inception, Pilbara Cities has set out to achieve an
ambitious target.

The vision is to transform Karratha and Port Hedland
into cities of 50,000 each by 2035, with other towns in the
Pilbara such as Newman, Tom Price, and Onslow growing
into more attractive and sustainable communities.
To achieve this, Pilbara Cities has four key focus areas:

Community projects and engagement
education, health, community facilities, and indigenous
participation

Land availability and development
land preparation, planning, developer attraction and
retention, housing

Economic diversification
industry development, business attraction and
development and transformational projects

Infrastructure coordination

The vision is shared by the private sector and
other government agencies, which have invested
generously in Pilbara Cities to make the initiative
a truly collaborative effort between government,
industry, and local communities.
For the past seven years, Pilbara Cities has been
working hard to transform the region’s towns
into attractive and vibrant places that offer high
quality lifestyle options, modern services and
facilities, and diverse opportunities. Spending
and programs have been directed toward
industrial infrastructure, town development,
hospitals, schools, roads, as well as important
general amenities such as swimming pools and
recreation centres.
This publication has been prepared to
demonstrate how the State Government’s Pilbara
Cities initiative is making the Pilbara a better
place to live, work, play, learn, and invest.

energy, water, waste water, roads, ports and marinas

Photograph by Peter Eastway. The Pilbara Project.
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2050

To
and beyond

In recent times, Western Australia and the Pilbara
have experienced the consequential impacts of
falls in resource prices. The Pilbara has been
resilient in the face of changing economic times,
and the impact of the resources sector on the
broader economy is a sharp reminder that the
focus for the region moving forward to 2050 needs
to remain firmly on economic diversification.
In October 2015 the Pilbara Regional Investment
Blueprint (Blueprint) was released, which builds
upon the success of the Pilbara Cities initiative
and formalises the aspirations for continued
growth and prosperity to 2050 for the ‘new
Pilbara’. The Blueprint is a roadmap for the
Pilbara, and sets out an aspirational but achievable
new vision for the region, with a population target
of 200,000 by 2050.
The Blueprint outlines growth and development
aspirations, priority implementation actions,
and investment opportunities in the Pilbara.
The Blueprint sees new and expanded industries
including tourism, aquaculture, and renewable
energy as transformational opportunities for the
Pilbara. It redefines the region as one of a broadbased economy and increased population which
underpins continuous growth and sustainability.

22

The New Pilbara

Western Australia has an estimated $94.1 billion
worth of resource projects under construction or
in the committed stage of development. A further
$44.3 billion has been identified as being allocated
to potential projects in coming years. The majority
of these projects are located in the Pilbara, such
as Chevron’s Gorgon and Wheatstone Liquefied
Natural Gas projects on Barrow Island and at
Onslow, and the Roy Hill Iron Ore mine and
expansions of current operating iron ore mines.
The production timeframes for these projects
range from years to many decades, and will ensure
the Pilbara continues to be the nation’s economic
powerhouse, with mineral and energy exports
expected to flow for many decades.
As the region’s largest employer and most
significant economic contributor, a growing and
sustainable resources sector will be crucial to
the future prosperity of the Pilbara. However the
opportunity exists to build a more diverse regional
economy, to enhance the sustainability of regional
businesses, households, and communities and
promote a dynamic and prosperous local economy.

Photograph courtesy
of Karijini
Eco-Retreat.
The New
Pilbara
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The Pilbara Cities initiative has invested in projects
that will provide the Pilbara and its communities with
positive long-term benefits for generations to come.

snapshot

Over the last seven years, projects have been
delivered that will support the region in achieving the
Pilbara Cities vision to 2035.
The following pages provide a snapshot of Pilbara
Cities initiative projects that have been completed,
are in progress or are currently under development.
The benefits and outcomes of these projects will be
delivered over the next twenty to thirty years.

Pilbara Cities Project Completion Status by funding

Total

-
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$500

$1.000

$1.500

$2.000

complete

in progress

under development

$246.98 million

$1,181.36 million

$245.45 million

21% - Town Revitalisation and Land Development
15% - Community Infrastructure
10% - Projects under development
22% - Utilities
4% - Planning and Administration

TOTAL PILBARA
CITIES INVESTMENT:
$1.7 BILLION

6% - Housing Support
15% - Health
4% - Education
3% - Economic Diversification

For every $1 in Pilbara Cities expenditure,
$1.50 of investment was delivered*
*This figure is based on Pilbara Cities projects that have commenced construction or have been completed.
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Community
Projects and
Engagement
Liveability is the foundation of vibrant
and sustainable communities and diversity
of people and culture is a common trait
of successful towns and cities around
the world. Diversity is a key measure
of liveability and is essential at both an
economic and social level.
Driven by a number of characteristics,
including diversity and social
connectedness, improving liveability in the
Pilbara has supported the attraction and
long-term retention of Pilbara residents.
Access to quality human services and
contemporary social infrastructure is
critical to sustaining the long term future
of the Pilbara. The Pilbara Cities initiative
has targeted key projects to improve and
expand the delivery of human services and
activate greater community engagement
and participation in civic life.
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Harvest Dinner, Port Hedland. Im,age courtesy of FORM. Photograph by Bewley Shaylor.
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OVER

250
ARTISTS
ENGAGED

East Pilbara
Arts Centre

Infrastructure Project
Newman

Total Project Investment:

$8.8 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$3.5 million
Completion Date:

December 2015
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Left: East Pilbara Arts Centre.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
Right: Jakayu Biljabu paints Minyipuru.
Photograph by Tim Acker, 2007.
FORM Canning Stock Route Project.

East Pilbara Arts Centre. Photograph by Margaret Berling, 2016.

‘It’s good to have a new art centre, to have more space inside and out, for the artists to
work and to hang all the canvas on the walls there. That’s our centre, for us, for anybody,
and more people can come along and see what Martu are doing. I’m proud that we can
show them…Punmu, Parnngurr, Jigalong, Nullagine, Warralong, Parnpajinya, mob
from communities all round can all come here to use the new centre and more people
are going to be able to see our painting, whitefella mob too, buying more paintings too.’
Judith Samson, Martumili Artist.

The New Pilbara

29

Community Projects and Engagement | Aboriginal

Martumili Artists has joined the influential, growing
cluster of Aboriginal artist groups defining contemporary
Australian art. The extent of their influence and success can
be attributed to their characteristically bold, bright colours,
and to a greater extent, the fact that Martu artists’ paintings
are a meaningful enactment of their deep connection to
place. The Martu people are the traditional custodians of
over 13 million hectares of land across the Western Desert,
which is strewn with jila (waterholes), jurnu (soaks), tuwa
(sand hills), warla (lakes), and other significant landforms
which continue to tell the history and origins of this Country
and how it was created during the Jukurrpa (Dreaming).
The Martu people came out of this Country, away from
traditional life, and into communities and missions in the
1960s, but the 1980s saw the establishment of communities
like Parnngurr, Punmu, and Kunawarritji across the desert,
and the return of the Martu people to their lands.
Martumili Artists was established by Martu people, and
engages new and established artists whose work showcases
the diversity, integrity, and strength of Martu culture. In
2015, the new East Pilbara Arts Centre was completed
and now provides a home for the Martumili Artists. The
successful Martumili arts program is a pioneering, local
government-based project which supports over 250 artists
across the Western Desert to produce, promote, and sell
exceptional artworks.
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The East Pilbara Arts Centre and Martumili Gallery (originally
the Martumili Infrastructure Project) aimed to deliver an
architecturally sophisticated, civic minded, socially and
environmentally sustainable Arts Centre and Gallery, with a
commercial grade kitchen and caretaker accommodation. The Art
Centre was purpose built for Martu artists, enabling Martumili
to achieve its full potential by providing a larger retail space,
dedicated artists’ workspace, gallery, and a fire rated storage facility
for Martu art. Funding also allowed Martumili to construct a pair
of two bedroom, two bathroom units for Martumili staff as part of
a wider Shire housing project.
The East Pilbara Arts Centre and Martumili Gallery is a nationally
acclaimed art enterprise, designed and directed by Aboriginal
people, marketing the work of over 250 self-employed artists,
locally, nationally, and internationally. Ethically and literally
putting the Martu people at the centre of the design process,
the project challenged usual building design and procurement
processes. A design-led competition pushed architects to design
a flexible civic space, intimate enough for artists to create in, but
large enough to hold whole of community events and celebrations.
The East Pilbara Arts Centre and Martumili Gallery is a reflection
of all partners’ ambitions for a transformational, signature building
for Newman and a powerful demonstration of commitment to
Aboriginal culture, social and creative excellence, and innovation.

Photograph courtesy of
East Pilbara Arts Centre.

The project’s outcomes include increased
engagement and participation of Martu
artists and younger Martu people in the
Martumili program, as well as further
offering of Aboriginal traineeships,
which include skills development around
authentication and pricing, promotions
and marketing through online portals,
resale royalty, asset realisation through loan
fees, and touring exhibition development.
Additionally, the project sees further
opportunities for self-employment and
entrepreneurialism for Martu people, as well
as further arts development opportunities,
particularly for young Martu, to access other
mediums including installation, video, digital
art, and sculpture. The Arts Centre was a
finalist in the 2015 Premier’s Awards for
Excellent in Public Sector Management in the
“Improving Aboriginal Outcomes” category.

‘Ethically and literally putting the
Martu people at the centre of the
design process for new arts and cultural
infrastructure for Newman, the project
impelled government and industry to
work together to challenge the usual
government procurement process which
traditionally focuses on capability,
previous experience, and budget to
focus foremost on interpreting a design
that met the needs of the Martu people.’
Western Australian Institute of Public Administration
Achievement Awards submission.
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The Pilbara Town Based Reserves
Project is pioneering in its crosssector commitment to tackle
issues, and is being delivered in
collaboration with the Aboriginal
community, Traditional Owners,
and community organisations to
work together to bring about change.

‘The Pilbara project is the start of an undertaking by the State
Government to ensure a better future for town-based reserve
residents across Western Australia. Regional and remote Aboriginal
families should have the choices and opportunities that are available
to other West Australians.’
Grahame Searle, State Reform Leader.
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Pilbara Town Based
Reserves Project
Total Project Investment:

$20 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$20 million
Completion Date:

Individual plans for each town based reserve
are expected to be completed by mid-2017

All Pilbara residents deserve to participate in and
benefit from the region’s economic and social
prosperity. Despite the substantial investment to achieve
transformational change across the Pilbara region since
2010, there has been limited impact on improving
conditions for Aboriginal people living in Pilbara town
based reserves. Generally, residents of town based
reserves experience lower standards of living and quality
of life, cycles of social disadvantage, and are more
dependent on welfare. The project is aimed at creating
a significant positive impact on Aboriginal people who
live in some of the most disadvantaged conditions in the
Pilbara, particularly children and youth.

The Pilbara Town Based Reserves Project is a major initiative
of the State Government’s regional services reform to improve
the lives of Aboriginal people living in regional and remote
Western Australia. The project is a $20 million commitment
by State Government to ensure that Aboriginal people living
in Pilbara town based reserves receive the same services and
opportunities, and have the same payment responsibilities as
residents of the town. The project is being led by the Pilbara
Development Commission in partnership with the Regional
Service Reform Unit, and is funded by the State Government’s
Royalties for Regions program.
The first stage of the project will involve on-the-ground
consultation with the residents, which will lead to the
development of individual, tailored plans for the future of
each of the eight town based reserves in the Pilbara. This may
result in extending services and responsibilities to residents in
their current homes, or it may result in the State Government
supporting residents to relocate. There is not a one size-fits-all
approach. Other key stakeholders, including local government
authorities, native title holders and Aboriginal corporations,
will also be consulted on the planning for each community.

Regional Services Reform Unit, Tjalka Boorda. Image courtesy of Pilbara Development Commission
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Woodbrook Lore Grounds
Ngarluma/ Yindjibarndi Foundation
ROEBOURNE

Total Project Investment:

Community Projects and Engagement | Aboriginal

$820,000
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$350,000
Completion Date:

2010

Pilbara Cities funding supported the provision of two
separate ablution blocks, a caretaker’s cottage, a shed
for shelter during bad weather, and a garbage dump at
Woodbrook Lore Grounds on the outskirts of Roebourne.
Woodbrook Lore Grounds are important to Ngarluma and
Yindjibarndi men and women for ceremonial purposes; each
year more than 3,000 people from Aboriginal territories
across Western Australia meet at the site. The upgrade in
facilities will service the increasing numbers of visitors to
this major Aboriginal Lore Ground in the Pilbara region.
The Aboriginal lore ceremony is culturally significant to all
Aboriginal people in the Pilbara. The ceremonies are carried
out at specific lore grounds that have cultural importance,
including Woodbrook. The lack of facilities at this site had
meant that not all people could participate in lore at the
Woodbrook grounds, with the overflow having to travel to
Yandeyarra (approximately 350km east of Roebourne) or
Cane River (approximately 300km south-east of Roebourne).
The upgraded facilities also mean that a permanent full
time caretaker can be employed, increasing Aboriginal
employment in Roebourne.
Senior or Aboriginal elders see traditions such as lore and
cultural ceremonies as a way of addressing the many social
issues that impact on small communities. The upgrade of
this site is one way in which Aboriginal people can have
pride in who they are, maintain a strong connection to
culture and Country, and share their knowledge and pride
not only with future Aboriginal generations, but all people
who share the Roebourne community.
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Aboriginal people are proud of their history and
culture and keep their cultural heritage alive
by passing their knowledge, arts, rituals, and
performances from one generation to another. The
education of non-Indigenous people in Aboriginal
lore and culture assists to break down many barriers,
especially in small regional communities.
While non-Aboriginal people cannot visit or observe
cultural ceremonies, the passing of knowledge and
cultural heritage to future generations of Aboriginal
people can be utilised as a strong educational
tool for all people. It will assist in building good
relationships and respect for the contribution
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
in Australia. Respectful partnerships between
Aboriginal and non-Indigenous people are vital for
a sustainable community in Roebourne.
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Bloodwood
Tree
Aboriginal Training and Employment Centre
SOUTH HEDLAND

Total Project Investment:

$2.7 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$921,404
Completion Date:

Community Projects and Engagement | Aboriginal

June 2012
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The Bloodwood Tree Aboriginal Training and
Employment Centre is a dedicated training and
employment centre for the local Aboriginal
population of the Town of Port Hedland, providing
economic development education and training and
employment services through various programs.
The new Centre offers much-needed office and
service delivery space, as well as enabling the
recruitment of additional staff and the expansion of
employability and economic development services.

The Bloodwood Tree Aboriginal Training and Employment Centre
supports Aboriginal education and job training, as well as offering
services that aim to improve general life skills through mentoring
support. The Centre also assists the Bloodwood Tree Association to
deliver its core services, which include counselling, health services
for tackling substance abuse and Aboriginal homelessness.
As a result of the Pilbara Cities investment, the Bloodwood Tree
Association was able to immediately recruit two new staff members:
an Aboriginal Training and Employment Consultant and an Events
Officer. As a further result, the Association was also able to secure
its application to become a Group Training Organisation, recognised
by the Department of Training and Workforce Development.

Bloodwood Tree Association. Photograph
Margret Bertling.
The Newby
Pilbara
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Bloodwood Tree Association. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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Health and
Allied Services
Training Centre
south hedland

The Health and Allied Services Training Centre will incorporate the use of digital
technologies to enable the delivery of programs to locations across the Pilbara,
capturing skill demonstrations and iLectures, offering simulated learning activities
and access to content repositories and on-demand instructional libraries, and
providing remote students with options to participate in rich, interactive learning
experiences.
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$12.3 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$10.4 million
Completion Date:

2017

North Regional TAFE is the largest training provider in the North West of Western
Australia with enrolments of over 7,000 students annually, including residents and
fly in/fly out workers. The facility offers entry level certificates through to Advanced
Diplomas, and prides itself on the ability to deliver programs that increase the
educational and employment opportunities for Aboriginal people in particular.
North Regional TAFE identified in its Strategic Infrastructure Plan 2012 – 2022 the
need to build a Health and Allied Services Training Centre at Pundulmurra Campus
in South Hedland.
This Centre will improve on the current aged facilities at North Regional TAFE by
providing a new health facility where existing nursing programs can be augmented
and expanded. It will offer the Pilbara a modern health training centre catering to
the training needs of Aboriginal Australians, the local population, health sector
workers requiring upskilling, and university students.
With the new Hedland Health Campus and the construction of the Karratha Health
Campus, and an increase of approximately 24% in student enrolment since 2008, the
Centre will provide the educational infrastructure to support these developments.

Allied Health Training Centre.
Photograph by Margaret Berling.

Currently, health campuses and health services in the Pilbara rely heavily on agency
nurses employed on a fly in/fly out basis, and the Centre will address this issue
by providing local training, employment, and resource solutions in the Pilbara,
building both community capacity and social sustainability.
The Health and Allied Services Training Centre will incorporate the use of digital
technologies to enable the delivery of programs to locations across the Pilbara,
capturing skill demonstrations and iLectures, offering simulated learning activities
and access to content repositories and on-demand instructional libraries, and
providing remote students with options to participate in rich, interactive learning
experiences.

Community Projects and Engagement | Education

Total Project Investment:

Specifically, the Centre will provide computer programmed mannequins that
simulate real-life medical situations such as asthma attacks and heart attacks, an
operating room with adjacent scrub sinks, an emergency room, an intensive care
unit, a hospital bed ward, an examination room, a nurse’s station, a medication
room, an interactive laboratory, and simulated home environments.
The North Regional TAFE will also build partnerships with the health sector to
facilitate access to highly specialised medical equipment and facilities for training
purposes, as well offering ongoing student clinical placements to enhance work
readiness and ensure industry currency.
The New Pilbara
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Education
Attraction and
Retention
Pilbara-wide

Community Projects and Engagement | Education

Total Project Investment:

$4.9 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$4.9 million
Completion Date:

2016
‘I think the program is fantastic. The weekly support
is timely and targeted and therefore extremely
relevant to context. At a gradual release level, I
have received guidance in programming and the
rich discussions my coach and I have has helped
me become aware of aspects I had not previously
considered. I have been able to reflect on my practice
at a deeper level than I would have on my own. As
a result of this, we have set goals for my growth and
knowing that we’d be meeting on a weekly basis,
I ensured that I had acted on them by the next
meeting. I value the contribution my coach is making
to my teaching practice and never want to let go!’

Historically education outcomes in the Pilbara have
been poor in comparison to metropolitan areas. For
a number of reasons, attracting and retaining high
quality staff and accessing specialist services has been a
challenge.
The project aims to deliver transformational
educational change throughout the Pilbara by
attracting and retaining the highest quality educational
staff. This in turn will offer the youth of the Pilbara the
best opportunities to achieve educational success.
In order to improve student outcomes through the
employment of highly effective teachers, the funding
provided four attraction and retention programs that
targeted undergraduate, inexperienced, and existing
teachers in the region.

Chantelle Smith, Teacher at Millar’s Well Primary School. Current
participant of Pilbara Specialist Coaching program.
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Photograph by Margaret Berling.

Number of Pilbara school based
vacancies advertised decreased from
3,286 in 2013 to 640 in 2015.
Number of applicants selecting
the Pilbara Education Region as
a preferred location for teacher
placement increased significantly
from 4,571 in 2013 to 10,003 in 2015.

1.

Pilbara specialist coaches

This program allowed for seven specialist coaches, who were high
performing and experienced to support participating Pilbara teachers.
The specialist coaches worked one-on-one to observe, mentor and
support the teachers in achieving excellence in teaching practice.
2.

Attracting teachers to the Pilbara

This program promoted and aimed to increase the profile of teaching
in the Pilbara as a unique and rewarding experience. The Pilbara
was promoted to pre-service teachers at universities and existing
experienced teachers in metropolitan and other regional areas.
3.

Teacher Internship and Practicum Program

In attracting pre-service teachers to the region this program
established high quality teaching practicum environments in schools
across the region. Practicums were offered to undergraduates in
their third year of a teaching qualification and this provided the
opportunity to show them what it is like working and teaching in the
region. To date 61 teaching practicums have been placed in Pilbara
schools; of these 26 obtained employment in the Pilbara and 13 in
other regional schools in Western Australia.

4.

Supporting schools and teachers engaged
in undergraduate teacher training schools

The success of any undergraduate training relies
heavily on the commitment of the school and teacher.
This program provided financial incentives to mentor
teachers participating in undergraduate teacher training
programs in order to provide highly experienced,
dedicated mentor teachers.
This Pilbara Cities initiative will help to create places where
people choose to settle on a permanent basis, and bring
up families in an environment that has high standards
of education, health, and housing, as well as diverse
employment and career opportunities.Through improving
educational outcomes, a young person’s societal participation
opportunities broaden, thereby broadening the potential for
them to become an active community citizen.
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E-Learning
Pilbara
PILBARA-WIDE

Total Project Investment:

Community Projects and Engagement | Education

$4.9 million
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Pilbara Cities Investment:

$4.9 million

Without high speed internet services, Pilbara schools are less able to deliver
innovative solutions to improve educational delivery, leading to an inequality
in educational outcomes between students in metropolitan and regional areas.
Specifically, this project sought to upgrade internet bandwidth to Pilbara schools,
upgrade hardware, and provide technical support and professional training. On
average, the bandwidth at Pilbara schools doubled. High schools now receive
20 mb/s and all primary schools receive 10 mb/s. The project provided access to
Connect software, which is an online environment to engage students, teachers,
and parents in a range of classroom-centred services and tools, in order to meet
the educational demands of the entire school community. Connect also assists
in addressing the trend for rural and remote schools to perform less well than
their metropolitan counterparts, as well as addressing the issue of attracting and
retaining high quality teaching staff.

Completion Date:

2016

E-Learning Pilbara Education Partnership.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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‘This is yet another example of Pilbara Cities
improving services to regional communities,
keeping them sustainable into the future.’
Ralph Addis, Director General, Department of Regional Development.

Electrical/
Instrumentation
Centre of Specialisation
Karratha

Total Project Investment:

$9.5 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$7.8 million
Completion Date:

December 2016

Electrical Instrumentation Specialisation Centre.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Planning for regional education and training identified the
opportunity to provide local training in an Electrical/ Instrumentation
Centre. This new centre will support training for electrical apprentices,
higher level courses for qualified electricians who require specialist
skills development, and an electrical trade career pathway for school
leavers. In building the capacity of the North Regional TAFE to deliver
electrical engineering training, including the new trade qualification
Certificate IV in Engineering (Electrical Instrumentation), the
focus is on investigating the most appropriate method of delivery,
the improvement of infrastructure and equipment, and expertise of
training personnel to deliver the Centre.
Specifically, the new training facility includes interactive computer
based training aids, a multipurpose motor training rig, a multipurpose
instrumentation training rig, and PLC (Programmable Logic Controls)
trainers. Outcomes of this project will include the retention of young
people within the Pilbara, addressing skill shortages in the electrical
trades, the upskilling of electricians already working in the Pilbara,
and supporting the local community with education and employment
opportunities. The Centre will reduce dependence in the Pilbara
on fly-in fly-out workers, provide state of the art infrastructure and
technology to support vocational education in the Pilbara, and assist
in meeting industry demands to train workers locally. Additionally a
smaller scale workshop has been established at Pundulmurra Campus
in South Hedland as a feeder facility for electrical studies.
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Karratha Trade
Training Centre
Karratha

Total Project Investment:

$3.6 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$1.3 million
Completion Date:

November 2014
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The new twenty-place Karratha Trade Training Centre provides
a pathway for high school students interested in electrical trade
qualifications. The Trade Training Centre contains an electronic
workshop, instrument lab, and seminar room as well as training
and practical areas.
Located at St Luke’s College, the Karratha-based training centre
improves the quality and variety of education options for
secondary students and is also heavily used by students studying
at Karratha Senior High School and at North Regional TAFE.
This project was undertaken as a result of the identified need for
such a Centre to assist educational and industrial institutions
to provide quality local training in the area of electronics.
The Centre will not only improve the choice and quality of
education options for secondary school students, but also
improve school retention rates as well as retaining the skills of
students in the region. The presence of such a Centre is critically
important for local businesses and is a key part of achieving the
Pilbara Cities vision of building sustainable communities.

Students at the Karratha Trade Training Centre. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Hedland Senior High
School Upgrade
SOUTH HEDLAND

The Hedland Senior High School upgrade took place
over four stages and included a new administration
building, the refurbishment of Hardie House – a former
student hostel, which is now a dedicated learning
centre providing contemporary space for senior school
students, the construction of two new general learning
area blocks, the construction of a federally funded
Metal Work Trade Training Centre, the redevelopment
of the canteen and café, and various external upgrades
and extensive landscaping. The redevelopment has
created a new identity for a great portion of the school’s
frontage aesthetic, drawing inspiration from the colours
and natural beauty of the Pilbara itself.
Outcomes of the project included an improvement to
the quality of the infrastructure in order to improve
retention rates of students in years 11 and 12, and
an increase in the capacity to accommodate current
and future enrolments. Also, the project improved
perceptions in the community of the quality of
education in Hedland, which in turn has led to more
families with children in senior schooling choosing to
remain in or permanently relocate to Hedland.

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$11.4 million
$7.4 million

January 2016

“With the recent capital upgrades, I think the
facilities at Hedland Senior High School would
have to be among the best in the state. I have three
kids at the school and it is fantastic that all of the
students and teachers can now enjoy an attractive
and purpose built learning environment. I am
sure this will also make a very positive difference
to attracting and retaining staff at the school”.
Patrik Mellberg, Parent HSHS

Hedland Senior High School. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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Performing Arts
Centre Upgrade
karratha

Total Project Investment:

Community Projects and Engagement | Education

$4.8 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$4.7 million
Completion Date:

November 2016

The highly anticipated upgrade of the Performing Arts
Centre at St Luke’s College, Karratha, will refurbish
the venue, with the construction of dressing rooms,
rehearsal space, astronomy observatory, and photography
laboratory to the rear of the stage to provide adequate
facilities to cater to a learning environment, rehearsals
and performance preparation. The new facilities aim to
provide students with the ability to study and work in a
professional environment and a first-hand experience
in relation to the performing arts. The College aims to
encourage students to undertake studies in performance
including music, drama, and dance as well as the
production and technical functions of the performing arts.
The upgrade also incorporates a substantial improvement
to the fire water service system to ensure that hydrant
flows and pressures are compliant with the Building Code
of Australia for a building of its size.
St Lukes College Performing Arts Centre, Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

The construction of an astronomy observatory and a dedicated
digital photography laboratory will, through improved
capacity to deliver these subjects, increase the number
of students in the region studying astronomy and digital
photography and encourage the formation of clubs interested
in the pursuit of extra-curricular activities. These additions
will provide students with a dynamic environment in which
to extend their education as well as offering the College,
other schools in the region, and community groups with a
venue where these subjects can increase the pathways to job
opportunities in areas such as photography, digital media, and
fashion/costume design.
A telescope was gifted to St Luke’s by the University of Western
Australia to engage students in the study of astronomy and to
be housed in the observatory. This adds further depth to the
curriculum and learning opportunities for students as there
are no other facilities like this available in the region.

Community Projects and Engagement | Education

‘The project is not only exciting for the school, but the wider
Karratha community. The Performing Arts Centre will
offer a new range of facilities not previously available and
we are really pleased to see it underway. Facilities such as
these in our region mean that we can be confident in offering
educational outcomes which are comparable to Perth schools.’
Alanna Otway, St Luke’s College Principal.
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education at a glance
Post-school qualifications | Pilbara | 2006 vs 2011
% of total population aged 15 years and over with TAFE or
university qualifications. Based on ABS data.

2011

67%

7% increase
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in post school qualifications
(tafe or university)

2006

60%

56%

58%

60%

62%

64%

66%

Enrolment numbers | Pilbara | 2011 vs 2016

Non-Indigenous enrolment (public and private)

Includes kindergarten, primary, and secondary.

7,031

2016

68%

Aboriginal enrolment (public and private)

2,749

4% increase in Indigenous
student enrolment
between 2011 and 2016.
6,637

2011

-
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Teachers’ preferred option for placement | Pilbara | 2013 vs 2015
This graph shows the number of new teachers that
listed the Pilbara as a preferred option for placement

55% increase in
2013

preference for
pilbara placement
between 2013 - 2015

2015

0

790
Teachers

2,000

4,000

35
Schools

6,000

8,000

8000+
enrolments

10,000

12,000

The current snapshot shows that there
are 35 schools (both private and public)
operating in the Pilbara region, engaging
approximately 800 teachers and with 8000+
enrolments across year 1 to year 12.
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Karratha
Health Campus
karratha

The expansion of Karratha’s local infrastructure, industry,
and population places additional pressure on the city’s
existing health care services, and requires a review of
services planning for the region. Locating a new health
campus within the proposed new city centre will help to
facilitate the Western Australia Country Health Service’s
(WACHS) strategy to provide a better continuum of
care through greater opportunity for private sector
partnerships and co-location as part of a commercial
city centre. Additionally, a new health campus will
provide greater opportunity for WACHS to access
accommodation for short stay patients, visitors, and
transient staff with a number of apartment developments
underway and in the planning process. It also provides
greater opportunities to attract and retain specialist
staff, as they are able to work in a connected city centre.
A range of ambulatory services such as mental health,
allied health, and community health will also be brought
together on the new site under an integrated shared
model of care.

The New Pilbara

Total Project Investment:

$207.2 million

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$206.5 million

Completion Date:

Early 2018

The Nickol Bay Hospital currently operates with 31 inpatient beds and
eight short stay observation beds. Based on current and future demand,
the Department of Health’s Clinical Services Framework has identified
the need to maintain bed numbers, with a general increase in service
profile level from a Level 3 to a Level 4 (or 3/4). As the largest specialised
hospital in the West Pilbara Health District, the Karratha Health
Campus will act as a hub for smaller health facilities such as Roebourne,
Wickham, Tom Price, Onslow, and Paraburdoo.
The broad scope of the works will include state-of-the-art accident and
emergency capability designed to manage any external disasters and
service rural and remote communities, a new CT scanner, a modernised
new acute hospital including a new surgical service centre, new delivery
suites and a maternity wing, a new contemporary ambulatory care hub,
and new ICT technologies including Telehealth. The new Health Campus
will also enhance Aboriginal health initiatives consistent with ‘Closing
the Gap’ while attracting and retaining positions and leadership roles
for Aboriginal people. Finally, the project will provide sustainable health
services as part of disaster preparedness, including flooding and cyclones,
as well as increasing access to specialist services closer to home through
enhancing of information and communication technology.

Photograph courtesy of LandCorp.

Improving clinical and
medical imaging equipment
for the Pilbara Region
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$2.5 million

$2.5 million

october 2010

The hospitalisation rate for Pilbara residents was significantly higher
than the State average from 2006 to 2010, and coupled with the
increased population in the Pilbara region the urgent upgrade of
out-of-date medical equipment at several hospitals was required.
Providing improved health services and facilities to people in the
region is a focus of Pilbara Cities. The replacement of medical and
general clinical equipment in hospitals in Tom Price, Newman and
Onslow provided improved health services to Pilbara communities.
New medical equipment includes: acute monitoring systems, ECG
monitors, bladder scanner, ultrasound, digital general Xray room,
and OPG machine.
The new equipment has meant more people have been treated closer
to home, without having to travel long distances for health services.

‘Hospitals were struggling
to keep pace with the rapid
population growth. There
was an urgent need for health
services and equipment in the
region, which had struggled
to keep pace with population
pressures and the needs of the
growing community.’
Hon. Brendon Grylls MLA Leader of the National Party of
Australia (WA).
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Nickol Bay Hospital
Rescue Package

Community Projects and Engagement | Health

karratha
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The current Nickol Bay Hospital, located in Karratha, was
built in the early 1980s, and by 2009 was no longer meeting
contemporary service delivery requirements. The funding
allocated under this project enabled an urgently required
upgrade to the facility.
The rapid pace of resource development and an increasing
population and demand for services in the West Pilbara placed
considerable demands on the hospital. The number of people
accessing the emergency services in 2009 had increased by 45
% between 2004 and 2008, while Royal Flying Doctor transfers
had increased by 28 % between 2002 and 2007. This increased
demand, along with the extraordinarily high staff turnover
of up to 70 percent highlighted the difficult challenges the
hospital was facing.
The Nickol Bay Hospital Rescue Package provided improved
maternity services and equipment in the West Pilbara. The
appointment of a Karratha based obstetrician has increased the
number of women who are able to give birth in Karratha. In
2010, approximately 35 per cent of birthing women were not
able to give birth in Karratha due to complications with their
pregnancy. This number has now reduced to approximately 15
per cent. The obstetrician also visits surrounding towns.
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Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$10 million
$10 million

2011

The rescue package also funded a community
midwife, which has improved access to maternity
services for women who traditionally did not seek
services until late in their pregnancy. Newborn
resuscitation cots and lights for babies with
jaundice were also purchased, to allow babies to
remain closer to their mothers when requiring
these treatments.
The rescue package also sought to provide urgent
staff accommodation on the current hospital site
or through leasing local property. The immediate
injection of funds allowed for the planning, design,
and construction of staff accommodation, which
helped to both attract and retain staff in the region.

288
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Number of births per annum | Pilbara | 2006 - 2014
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‘Being an immigrant to a country can be quite daunting, couple
that with bringing a new life into the world in a foreign country,
with no family support and not understanding the country’s
health system is an even scarier experience. We have been very
thankful to the professional care and service that we received
for my prenatal to postnatal support at the Nickol Bay Hospital.
Going to Perth to have the baby was not an option for us especially
since we had no family support. Being able to have access to an
obstetrician in Karratha made our journey to having our second
child locally so much easier and stress-free. The support and
guidance I received from the obstetrician and the midwives was
excellent. Providing essential maternity pathway services, in rural
and remote communities, has a beneficial impact on mums-to-be
as you develop a good, sound relationship with service providers.
And the best part is that it’s right on your doorstep.’
Vanessa Subramoney, Karratha resident.
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Services and equipment at Nickol Bay Hospital. Photographs by Margaret Bertling.
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Pilbara Health
Initiative Partnership
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:

The Pilbara Health Initiative (PHI) is a partnership between the
State Government’s Royalties for Regions scheme, the WA Country
Health Service and the WA Chamber of Minerals and Energy’s
Pilbara Industries Community Council. The goal was to improve and
enhance health services in the Pilbara. This initiative was developed
in response to the extraordinary resource sector development in the
region and the associated swell in population that has increased the
demand for key services, particularly in health.

$38.2 million
key Outcomes include:
Community Projects and Engagement | Health

Pilbara Cities Investment:
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$32.9 million

•

Installation of a CT Scanner at Nickol Bay Hospital. Total
number of CT scans since installation to 30 June 2015 is
13,629. Each scan conducted locally in Karratha has saved
thousands of patients the inconvenience, lost time, personal
disruption, and cost of having to travel to Port Hedland or
Perth for timely diagnostic investigation.

•

Prior to the introduction of PHI funding the only town in
the Pilbara to have a salaried paramedic service was Port
Hedland. The PHI funding enabled for the very first time
the establishment of salaried paramedics in Newman,
Karratha, Wickham, and Roebourne to supplement the
volunteer paramedic services model in these communities.

•

Funding enabled both the Hedland Health Campus and
Newman Hospital to provide more culturally responsive
services to the significant Aboriginal populations that
attend both hospitals’ Emergency Departments. There was
a total of 8,669 patients seen to June 2015 (Hedland 3,958,
and Newman 4,711).

•

Development of an Aboriginal employment program,
with a total number of 147 Aboriginal staff recruited since
October 2009.

Completion Date:

Completed 2016
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Timeline: Selected Outcomes of the Partnership
12 January 2012: More than 125 WA Country Health Service Pilbara
staff receive state-of-the-art fire training.

3 March 2011: 40-year Hedland resident and 30-year enrolled
nurse help make healthcare accessible to Aboriginal people.

8 December 2011: New community paramedic service established in
Wickham and Roebourne.

18 January 2011: Pilbara hospitals receive new portable
practitioner carts to transmit patients’ vital signs to doctors and
specialists.

16 November 2011: Pilot program trains specialists at Nickol Bay
Hospital in emergency medical care.
16 November 2011: Newman hospital upgrade in a medical imaging
facility begins.
18 August 2011: Over 35 WA Country Health Service staff undertake
workshops to enhance their leadership and collaboration skills.
12 July 2011: Newman has 45 people registered as volunteer ambulance
officers in the town.
5 July 2011: Twelve Aboriginal health staff will be recognised for their
service to the WA Country Health Service - Pilbara.
2 June 2011: A total of 21 health professionals from across the Pilbara
improve their skills in managing patients involved in acute trauma.
1 June 2011: New South Hedland sexual health nurse promotes holistic
education to the Pilbara’s coastal areas.
16 May 2011: New sexual health nurse in Newman completes more
than 105 STI screenings and 13 Pap Screening Clinics.
6 April 2011: Karratha receives its first paediatrician.
28 March 2011: 25 Nickol Bay Hospital staff advance their skills in
providing life support and care and treatment in emergency situations.
28 March 2011: Nickol Bay Hospital staff advance their skills.

13 January 2011: Karratha grandmother graduates as
enrolled nurse.
16 December 2010: Newman Hospital appoints Aboriginal
liaison officer.
25 November 2010: Pilbara gains access to consistent
antenatal and postnatal care through a new community midwife.
15 October 2010: WA Country Health Service launches
Indigenous Employment Program (IEP) in Port Hedland.
13 October 2010: WA Country Health Service holds
community consultation in Newman.
1 October 2010: Newman Hospital conducts emergency
management training exercise.
13 August 2010: Health services community consultation
begins in Newman.
11 August 2010: King Edward Memorial Hospital runs a
two-day workshop in neonatal care.
30 July 2010: Tom Price Hospital receives a new defibrillator.
14 January 2010: New state-of-the-art computed
tomography (CT) scanner installed at Nickol Bay Hospital.
13 August 2009: Royalties for Regions initiative and major
industries in the Pilbara boost funding for health services.
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Pam Buchanan
Family
Centre
karratha
Total Project Investment:

Community Projects and Engagement | Family & Community

$13.5 million
Pam Buchanan Family Centre. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$2.9 million
Completion Date:

February 2012
‘Karratha Community House
has been operating from the
Pam Buchanan Family Centre
since 2011 providing weekly
playgroup sessions, early
literacy programs, and special
events. This purpose-built
facility enables us to deliver
an excellent service for the
community, providing young
children and their families with
a safe, friendly, and welcoming
environment to play and learn.’
Darnelle Medling, Karratha Community
House Coordinator
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The Pam Buchanan Family Centre opened in Karratha’s new Baynton West
residential subdivision in 2012 as a contemporary, one-stop family centre
comprising child care, family services, an infant health clinic, and playgroup
facilities. The Family Centre provides opportunities that foster neighbourhood
identity and encourage community participation and liveability in a
previously under-serviced area at the western end of the city.
The building set a benchmark in the provision of Pilbara-specific sustainable
community architecture, enhancing liveability for new and existing families
living in Karratha. It addresses directly the three primary concerns for
Karratha residents in choosing whether to stay in the city: health, education,
and family support.
Critical to the realisation of the Pilbara Cities initiative, which aims to
revitalise Karratha and improve the quality of life for existing residents,
support long term economic activity, and attract and retain new residents, is
the provision of more community facilities and enhanced services in Karratha.
With over 3,000 children under the age of 10 living in the City of Karratha,
there was demand for a range of infant health, childcare, parenting, playgroup,
and family facilities and services.
The Pam Buchanan Family Centre was identified in the City of Karratha’s
K2020 Community Development Plan as one of five priority community
wellbeing projects to be rolled out over the next decade to reduce staff
turnover, expand the labour pool, enhance workforce flexibility, and increase
the residents’ quality of life.

Paraburdoo
Childcare Centre
paraburdoo

Paraburdoo’s previous child care centre had a large
waitlist, and closed at 4:30pm, meaning that the
community had no after-school care centres. The new
Paraburdoo Childcare Centre is a modern, purposebuilt facility which includes 47 long term and 26 after
school places, landscaped playground and shaded
areas, and contemporary, secure amenities. It is in a
central location with easy access to Paraburdoo’s school,
recreation facilities, and shopping. The centre improves
accessibility to childcare and out of school care services,
supporting the attraction and retention of families in
Paraburdoo, and assisting parents to enter or re-enter the
workforce.

Paraburdoo Childcare Centre, Photograph by LE.

$4.6 million

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$1.5 million

September 2016

‘The Paraburdoo Childcare Centre will make a huge
difference for my family, and for others in the community.
‘The Centre will allow a balance, as at the moment it’s a
juggle between shift work and full time work for me and
my husband. This is not just a huge issue for me, but many
others in the community. With no family support, or other
avenues, this Centre will make the world of difference to
our lives, and will allow me to continue working full time.’
Sarah Johnston, Paraburdoo resident.
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roebourne

Total Project Investment:

$10 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$6 million
Completion Date:

August 2014
Yaandina Family Centre is a not-for-profit, community based
organisation which provides aged, welfare, and health services
to the elderly, sick, young, and most vulnerable members of
the Roebourne and surrounding communities. An upgrade to
the Aged Care Centre completed in 2014 increased the number
of available beds from nine to twenty and provided high, low,
and respite care to address an increasing demand for high-care
facilities and services for aged residents in the West Pilbara.

The Centre has majority occupation by Aboriginal
people and helps meet the need for provision of
a residential aged care facility where people can
‘age in place’ without the need to leave family and
Country. Connection to family and Country is of
paramount importance to Aboriginal people so
the health of the aged, as well as the community
as a whole, is greatly improved when care can be
provided within the community.
The facility has a fully functioning commercial
kitchen, office administration support areas,
podiatrist, hairdresser, and commercial laundry,
creating a facility that is unprecedented in the
Pilbara and sets a new standard of care for
Roebourne and wider Pilbara regional communities.
The Centre provides 24 hour care to the most
disadvantaged and vulnerable people in the
Pilbara community, people who can’t do things for
themselves, or who don’t have family to care for
them. Staffing for the Centre also has improved
employment in Roebourne, adding value to the
local economy.

The Centre meets a critical need for the region’s aging
population and provides the only 24-hour residential aged care
facility between Port Hedland and Geraldton. It is the largest
community service organisation in the region and provides
effective and efficient programs to both non-Indigenous and
Aboriginal populations. As a result the Centre is recognised for
its ability to provide culturally acceptable and holistic programs
and infrastructure that the community use and support.

Residents and workers at Yaandina Aged Care Centre. Photographs by Margaret Bertling.
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Yaandina Aged
Care Centre

The twenty-bed residential aged care
facility meets a critical need to look
after those community members that
can no longer look after themselves.
Yaandina provides 24 hour care to the
most disadvantaged and vulnerable
people in the Pilbara community.
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Cattrall Park
Redevelopment
karratha

Pilbara Cities invested $1.1 million in the
redevelopment of Cattrall Park in Karratha, which
included installing a children’s playground, barbecues,
additional seating and shade, a path network, upgraded
lighting, and an extension of the car park. The park
has been upgraded to eliminate drainage issues, as
well as having four solar light poles installed in the
rejuvenated carpark area. Interactive signage, in the
form of 1.9 metre high ‘blades’, features pictures and
descriptions of the flora and fauna found within
the park as well as a history of the site. The City of
Karratha has also used recycled effluent water for the
irrigation of the plants and turf throughout the park,
ensuring conservation of water and allowing the park
to benefit from the nutrients in the treated effluent
water.
Since redevelopment, the park has enjoyed
dramatically improved functionality and public use,
and is now being used for more social and formal
activities such as group gatherings, barbecues, and
weddings. The enhanced surroundings of the park
offer a green open space in the heart of a fast-growing
region that will continue to benefit Karratha city.
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‘The transformation of park facilities in Karratha
has allowed us to hold a range of events and our
main focus is Cattrall Park. The redevelopment
of the west end of the park has given us the
opportunity to hold events such as Oktoberfest
and The Mad Hatters Tea Party in a suitable
environment. The park not only offers shaded
areas but also has natural undulations which
create an intimate experience for our patrons; this
coupled with the facilities in the pavilion make
Cattrall Park our go-to venue for smaller events.’
Bart Parsons, Managing Director, Blanche Bar.

Total Project Investment:

$2.2 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$1.1 million
Completion Date:

February 2012

Children at Cattrall Park. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Bulgarra Oval
Improvements
karratha

The allocation of $2.5 million to the Frank Butler
Sporting Complex was spread across four projects in that
location: public open space and playground, electrical
and floodlighting upgrade, softball diamonds, and
parking. The Bulgarra Regional Open Space is an integral
part of the Frank Butler Sporting Complex, and features
barbecue and picnic facilities, play structures for various
age groups, BMX and youth components, and exercise
and leisure opportunities for all ages. It was originally
identified in the City of Karratha’s K2020 Vision and
Community Plan, and aimed from the beginning to
provide shaded meeting spaces for parents, a safe play
environment for children through alternative natural play
design, and to promote exercise opportunities for all ages.

Frank Butler Sporting Complex.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Total Project Investment:

$4.9 million

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$2.5 million

Completion Date:

july 2012

The Frank Butler Sporting Complex also saw electrical upgrades and
floodlighting. Power was installed at strategic points around Bulgarra Oval,
and floodlights provided the ability for sporting groups to practise and play
at night, which is so important given the Pilbara’s often harsh weather. In
addition, the switchboard that feeds to eastern side of the Bulgarra Oval has
been upgraded to power the new and upgraded facilities, and allowance has
been made in the switchboard for the new Frank Butler Community Centre.
Some of the major upgrades in this precinct include two new dedicated
softball diamonds on the east side of Bulgarra Oval. The northern softball
diamond has training, local competition level lighting and a marked out
diamond, and the southern diamond has these in addition to fencing
and softball and umpire dugouts. Finally, a complete review of the car
park requirements was undertaken, and the decision was made to only
upgrade the eastern end of the car park since this is the main entry point
to the Bulgarra Oval, tennis courts, softball pitches, and the Frank Butler
Community Centre. This project also saw the installation of a multipurpose storage shed.

The allocation of $2.5 million to
the Frank Butler Sporting Complex
was spread across four projects in
that location: public open space and
playground, electrical and floodlighting
upgrade, softball diamonds, and parking.
The New Pilbara
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recreation at a glance
Cultural, sporting, and recreational activities or facilities in the Pilbara as at 2016

In excess of 200
sporting, recreational,
More than 40 cultural
facilities and events

and cultural facilities
and events available

PLAY
Over 110
sporting clubs,
associations,
facilities

66

The New Pilbara

More than 60
recreational
facilities and
events

Culture

Recreation

Sport

18%

30%

52%

CULTURE made up of:
4% - Art / Festivals
5% - Indigenous culture
4% - Libraries
5% - Museum / Heritage

SPORT made up of:
6% - General facilities
5% - Aquatic
18% - Team
7% - Youth
4% - Motocross / BMX
12% - Individual / Misc sports

RECREATION made up of:
2% - Cinema / Theatre
4% - Events
1% - Health / Wellbeing
3% - Parks / Gardens
5% - Special Interest
8% - Youth focus
4% - Recreation Centres
4% - Misc

Breakdown of some of the cultural,
Sport and recreational activities/
facilities/clubs and initiatives as at 2016
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Cemetery Beach
and Koombana
Parks Project
port hedland
south hedland
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The Koombana Park

Cemetery Beach Park
Cemetery Beach Park, located opposite the Old Port Hedland Cemetery, is located
on the foreshore at Cemetery Beach. This redevelopment doubled the size of
the park, as well as creating large open lawn spaces, barbecues, and shade and
seating grouped to cater for family and social occasions. Onsite parking was also
constructed to minimise congestion on the road and improve safety.
A feature of Cemetery Beach Park is a public artwork by the Spinifex Hill Artists
that functions as an interactive playground. The Spinifex Hill Artists are a
collective of professional Aboriginal creatives who live in Port and South Hedland
and, as a group, have a broad and elaborate relationship with Cemetery Beach.
For this project the artists worked to translate their stories of Cemetery Beach, a
site that was significant in many of their childhoods, into a form for children to
explore, enjoy, and learn from. The series of play areas was designed to create a
playscape experience that connects children as well as adults to the cultural and
natural experiences of Cemetery Beach.
Each of the designs focus on qualities and features of
the local natural environment: Ann Sibosado’s ‘talkies’
turn the gumnut into a tool for playful and mysterious
communication, Irene Coffin’s spinning wattle buds
provide an opportunity for children to learn about the
different ways that a local Acacia plant can be used for
food, and Esther Quintal’s stepping stones encourage
and reward a local pastime of turtle tracking. As
a series of works, these designs present a playful
experience of discovery and adventure. They channel
the artists’ memories of Cemetery Beach as it was when
Port Hedland was a much smaller town, and share their
remarkable knowledge of this place with young minds
in a mode of intergenerational exchange and transfer.

Parks like Cemetery Beach are critical to building
strong and vibrant communities that are desirable
places to live. By redeveloping Cemetery Beach
Park the Town of Port Hedland was able to
address community feedback that the park was
overcrowded due to its popularity with families,
community groups, and tourists.
‘The Cemetery Beach Park upgrade is a beautiful
addition to the Port Hedland foreshore, it is a
great place to come down and have dinner with
friends, take my dog for a walk, and a great
meeting spot to go and view the nesting Flatback
Turtles. I particularly like the use of local native
plants in the landscaping of the park as these
add a splash of colour and texture to the area
and are hardy and waterwise.’
Pip Short, Coordinator Greening Australia
& Hedland resident.

Total Project Investment:

$4.5 million

Community Projects and Engagement | Recreation

The Koombana Park redevelopment included lawn areas being improved to
provide better play areas for children, and the introduction of shaded areas,
including the addition of several trees, to help combat the Pilbara weather.
Additional shade structures and barbecues were installed to cater for family and
social occasions and playgroup equipment was installed to suit the age groups of
the children in the area. Furthermore, the park was fenced off to ensure greater
safety given the proximity of the road, and improvements to both lighting and
CCTV meant that the park was safer to use during the evenings. Koombana Park
has activated the Koombana neighbourhood and complements the new housing
being built in the area.

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$3 million
Completion Date:

June 2014
Cemetery Beah Park. Photographs
by Margaret Bertling.
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Dampier Community Hub. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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Dampier
Community Hub

Community Projects and Engagement | Recreation

dampier

The resident population of Dampier is presently
1,265 with an estimated growth to 3,500 due to Rio
Tinto’s current expansion program in conjunction
with the State Government’s Dampier Town Centre
Revitalisation Plan and Strategy. In the future,
Dampier is expected to continue to develop as a prime
residential area with a focus on maritime recreation
and tourism. Furthermore, the City of Karratha’s
long term vision has identified the potential for
commercial coastal development in the area. Given
these developments, the City of Karratha identified the
creation of a Dampier Community Hub as one of its
top two priorities for the region, as the existing facilities
are approximately 30 years old and in critical need of
replacement and upgrading. When surveyed by Rio
Tinto, 55% of residents rated current childcare services
as Poor or Very Poor, 59% of residents rated after
school care services as Poor or Very Poor, and 78% of
residents reported that Dampier community facilities
were worse than those at the last place they had lived. It
is against this backdrop that the Dampier Community
Hub was developed.
The Dampier Community Hub is a flagship coastal
community project inclusive of a fully equipped
70-place childcare facility, library and multi-purpose
community spaces. Additionally, the project saw the
refurbishment of the existing 40 year old Community
Hall including electrical and mechanical systems
upgrade/replacement and two dedicated multi-purpose
areas including wet and dry dedicated art spaces.

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$ 18.2 million
$ 6.5 million

May 2016

The Hub is strategically aligned with the State Government’s vision for the
Pilbara, articulated through the Pilbara Cities initiative. Benefits include
improved social amenity through the delivery of contemporary facilities
in the town of Dampier. The facility is sustainable in design through the
use of durable materials and demonstrates consideration of the local and
natural built environment. This key project provides the foundation for
further connection, inclusion, culture, and community engagement, all
social indicators in developing strong communities. The Hub provides
for the immediate needs and continued growth of social and economic
development in this diverse community, with its central premise being
the improvement of liveability of the town of Dampier. The Hub will also
build local civic leadership capacity by providing opportunities for new
community enterprises to form and existing community groups to expand
through the availability of dedicated, contemporary community spaces.

‘The Dampier Community Hub is symbolic of hope.
Having a central “town square” is really critical to allow
people to feel connected, to have a sense of belonging and
to share a space. The Hub will allow people to interact as
they go about their key daily activities, such as attending
playgroup, and going to the doctor, giving access to a level
of services and amenities that folks in the city have. We
can now have movies out of season, and hold them indoors
in the Hall! So the impacts are far and wide. We have an
amazing facility and the community is very excited.’
Jan Virgo, Community Development Officer, Dampier Community Association.
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Dampier Community Hub.
Photographs by Margaret Bertling.
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Onslow Multipurpose Complex

Total Project Investment:

and Sporting Precinct Upgrade
onslow

Completion Date:

Onslow is an isolated town and for many years has been
subject to a lack of adequate infrastructure to service the local
population. This isolation and the limited access to sporting,
recreational, educational, and social opportunities for both adults
and young people resulted in Onslow recording extremely high
rates of alcoholism, substance abuse, and violence. In order for
Onslow to achieve a sustainable community the standard of
infrastructure and community facilities had to be improved to
rival those of other regional centres. Additionally, Onslow faces
many challenges in dealing with natural disasters. It is located in
an area commonly known as ‘cyclone alley’ with as many as six
cyclone threats each summer.
The Onslow Multi-Purpose Complex was developed to benefit
the local community and deliver the following objectives:
•

A multi-purpose complex that included sporting facilities,
a purpose-built evacuation centre/cyclone shelter, a
commercial kitchen, day care facilities, a gym, and some
local government office space.

•

An upgrade to the existing sporting precinct to include a
water spray park, fencing and lighting for the existing oval,
new barbecue and picnic facilities, new public toilets, and
upgrades to the existing tennis courts including new lights.

The Onslow Multi-Purpose Complex contributes to improved
health in the local community by providing sporting and
recreation facilities, and in particular in providing young people
and adults a focal point for community involvement and sporting
activities. The expansion in day care facilities has enabled more
local residents to gain employment. The centre has also provided
a location for after school activities five days a week.
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Pilbara Cities Investment:

$10.9 million

$7 million

January 2011

The increase in participation rates within the centre
has resulted in a decrease in anti-social behaviour in
the community by giving young people a focus for
their energies. In addition, the Complex has become
a focal point for community activities, providing
space for community meetings, community
entertainment, and a variety of indoor programs.
The Complex has been wholly embraced by the local
community in its provision of everyday facilities.
The 24 hour gym is now used by approximately
50 people each day and it is expected that with the
projected increase in Onslow’s population over the
coming years the number of local residents and
visitors using the Complex will increase significantly.
Basketball practice at Onslow Multi-Purpose Complex.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Marquee Park
‘Splash and Play’
Port hedland

Total Project Investment:

$7 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$2.7 million
Completion Date:

june 2013

Marquee Splash and Play Park is an innovative and unique
family water park, incorporating natural elements into the play
experience, and catering to both young and old. It is the first water
park in Port Hedland and the largest in the North West. The park
is free to enter and has a number of picnic and barbecue areas
available for the community to use. The park has a large zero
depth water playground with interactive water-play equipment, a
dry playground, large grassed areas, a kiosk and a canteen. These
facilities deliver a multi-sensory experience, and aquatic amenities
like splash pads are designed to be a source of fun and include a
greater value of play than many traditional facilities. Water play is
considered to be one of the most relaxing activities children can
experience and it also encourages children to use their imagination
and creativity. Marquee Park therefore incorporates the benefits
of communal play and promotes physical, social, emotional,
psychological, and developmental wellbeing.

Marquee Splash and Play
Park is an innovative and
unique family water park,
incorporating natural elements
into the play experience, and
catering to both young and old.

The New
Pilbara Park.
Marquee Park. Photograph courtesy
of Marquee
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Karijini Eco-Retreat
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Amphitheatre and Student Accommodation
karijini
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With an abundance of natural flora, wildlife,
and awe-inspiring gorges, Karijini National
Park is the perfect place for school trips for
all age groups. This project involved the
construction of an amphitheatre and student
accommodation at the National Park as
part of the Karijini Eco-Retreat. Prior to the
expansion, the only accommodation options
within the National Park were the premium
‘Glamping’ (glamour camping) options
offered or campsites. Coupled with the lack of
accommodation options, the existing retreat
was too small, and did not have enough
facilities to be self-sustaining.
This project addressed the lack of mid-level
accommodation within the National Park,
in order to open up to greater numbers of
tourists. The Student Dorm Eco-Cabins sleep
32 in total, through eight eco-cabins built in
sets of two. Each cabin contains two bunk
beds, sleeping up to four people per cabin,
and each cabin is fitted with large individual
lockers, a small personal fan, a bedside reading
light, and a shared deck with table and chairs
for up to eight people. A close-by ablution
block contains three male showers, three
female showers, three male toilets, three female
toilets, and one accessible toilet and shower.
Nearby is a barbecue area with two barbecues
and shaded seating for up to eight people, as
well as a large campsite accommodating up to
four large tents.
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The dedicated Educational and Cultural Amphitheatre and
accommodation facility allows Karijini Eco-Retreat to tap into
the education and tourism markets, and this funding now allows
accommodation of school groups wanting to learn about and
experience regional Western Australia. As the Amphitheatre operates
as a financially sustainable business in its own right, the project
assists in ensuring the long-term sustainability of the National Park,
and increases the flow of local and international tourists visiting, to
experience a spectacular and truly unique natural treasure.
Karijini Eco-Retreat is 100% owned by the local Gumala Aboriginal
Corporation that represents the collective interests of the Nyiyaparli,
Banyjima, and Yinhawangka Aboriginal people of the Pilbara region.
The facilities provide a focal point for local Aboriginal people to
develop, promote, and deliver their own art, dance, and other cultural
businesses. The Gumala Aboriginal Corporation directly or indirectly
employs over 400 staff and is now one of Australia’s largest Indigenous
corporations. Gumala operates the award-winning tourist Karijini
Eco-Retreat in cooperation with the Department of Parks and Wildlife.
The expansion of the Karijini Eco-Retreat has significantly increased
the number of visitors to the National Park. It is now achieving profits
for the first time in its eight year history. This has resulted in increased
opportunities for Aboriginal employment and it is intended that
Aboriginal Rangers will be employed in the future. The success of the
Karijini Eco-Retreat has meant that the surrounding communities
have expressed a desire to similarly tap into the tourism market, and
Gumala is working with those communities to develop their tourism
ambitions. Significantly, the success of the Karijini Eco-Retreat has
inspired a wave of local land owners to open up their land as camping
sites for tourists. Furthermore, as Karijini Eco-Retreat is owned by
Gumala, which is in turn owned by the Traditional owners of the
local area, revenue raised from the operation is being used to further
develop economic development projects in the area.

Total Project Investment:

$2 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$1 million
Completion Date:

december 2014

Karijini Eco-Retreat is 100%
owned by the local Gumala
Aboriginal Corporation
that represents the collective
interests of the Nyiyaparli,
Banyjima, and Yinhawangka
Aboriginal people of the
Pilbara region. The facilities
provide a focal point for local
Aboriginal people to develop,
promote, and deliver their
own art, dance, and other
cultural businesses.

Accommodation facilities at Karijini Eco-Retreat.
Photograph by Paul Pichugin.
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Karijini National Park. Photograph
by Shot in Oz.
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Karratha Leisureplex, Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Karratha
Leisureplex
karratha
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Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$64 million

$23.5 million

June 2013

The New Pilbara
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‘The benefits of the Leisureplex are that people have a facility
they can utilise, a suitable facility. The Pilbara is a hot climate
and this requires sporting facilities that accommodate this
and are comfortable. The Leisureplex is set up for people
to relax, or to play vigorous sport like water polo but in a
facility that protects them from the environment, whilst also
making the most of the outdoors and the sun.’
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Gary Vincent, Karratha Water Polo Association Women’s Coach.

The Karratha Leisureplex, the first of its kind in the Pilbara
and the largest sporting precinct north of the 26th parallel,
provides a single location for aquatic and indoor and outdoor
recreation and leisure activities. The facility replaced two
existing and outdated facilities in the Karratha Entertainment
Centre and the Karratha Aquatic Centre. Since its inception,
the project has delivered a high quality multi-recreational
and leisure facility for residents and visitors equivalent to
those found in the Perth metropolitan area.
The Leisureplex features a premier aquatic precinct with
children’s splash playground and removable shade covering
the area to reduce heat for young children. It has an indoor
sport hall with three courts that allows for basketball,
volleyball, badminton, soccer, hockey, and gymnastics. The
facility also has extensive lighting systems to allow for sports
play in the cooler evenings, and the indoor areas have major
air conditioning systems for the six to eight months of hot
and humid conditions experienced in the Pilbara. The facility
also has fields, clubhouses, outdoor courts, a fully equipped
fitness centre and crèche, cafes, function and meeting rooms,
and office space. Major events have fixed seating for 300 and
movable tiered seating for 550.

The New Pilbara

The Leisureplex also contributes essential amenity to the wider
community. The facilities are formally shared with the adjoining
Karratha High School to permit access to the indoor courts and
the oval area during school hours. It serves as Karratha’s Cyclone
Evacuation Centre and upon a Red Alert status, an Emergency
Medical Response Team will be located at the Centre.
Outdoor courts at the Leisureplex have allowed for the growth
of sports like netball and junior basketball and allowed games to
be played on the same night, which previously had to be spread
across two nights due to the shortfall in facilities. Prevously
Karratha did not have the facilities to accommodate WaterPolo.
Now the Leisureplex hosts a Karratha Waterpolo Association that
has 200 members, and 8 teams. In 2015 WaterPolo WA held their
Country Week WA Championships at the Leisureplex with 8 WA
regional teams attending.
Overall the Leisureplex is a world-class facility and this
project plays a central role in making a vibrant and sustainable
community while enhancing lifestyles, health, and wellbeing in
the regions. More than 550,000 individual visits were recorded
during 2014/15, broken down as 552,030 visits to the Leisureplex,
32,200 visits to group fitness classes, 3,593 participants in Swim
School, and 4,092 visits to holiday programs.

Photograph by Micromedia.

More than 550,000 individual visits were recorded
to the Leisureplex in 2014/15, Broken down as:

32,200

visits to group
fitness classes

552,030
visits to Karratha
Leisureplex

3,593
Swim
School

4,092
visits to
Holiday

programs
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Newman Sporting
Facilities
Improvements Project
newman
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Total Project Investment:

84

$7.6 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$4.8 million

The Newman Sporting Facilities Improvements Project saw
the establishment of two new sporting facilities, the Junior
Sporting Facility located at Capricorn Oval and the Senior
Sporting Facility located at Boomerang Oval. The project
also included fencing, carparks, lighting, and playgrounds.
These improvements provided a greater service for a range
of sporting groups, and the wider community benefited
from the provision of new meeting and function spaces.
Outcomes of the project include the increased participation
in organised sports because the improved facilities and
lighting mean that sport can be played in the evenings
when the weather is cooler. Additionally, there has been an
increase in passive recreation through the construction of
playgrounds at both sites, barbecues, and the establishment
of the dog agility park. Overall, the improved facilities have
proven essential in facilitating the attraction and retention of
young people and adults in the town of Newman.

Completion Date:

February 2015

Overall, the improved
facilities have proven
essential in facilitating
the attraction and
retention of young
people and adults in the
town of Newman.
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Newman Sporting Facilities. Photographs by Sarah Stampfli.

South Hedland
Aquatic Centre
south hedland

Total Project Investment:

$6.8 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$3.6 million
Completion Date:

june 2013

South Hedland Aquatic Centre. Photographs by Margaret Bertling.

The South Hedland Aquatic Centre was redeveloped to increase accessibility
for disabled people, community, and sporting organisations as well as to
provide a metropolitan-quality facility for the Hedland community.
The redevelopment, which was completed in 2013, included the installation
of a new 25 metre learn-to-swim pool and the replacement of the existing
plant and pool design. A Latitube Wave Machine was also installed and
heating was added to the pools, resulting in a 20 degree main pool and a 32
degree learn-to-swim children’s pool. A new water tower, slide attraction,
and zero depth leisure water play feature were also installed as part of
the project. The Centre features interactive water-play equipment, a dry
playground, fencing, large grassed areas, bbq facilities, an on-site caretaker,
and CCTV coverage for improved safety. Learn-to-swim classes can now be
undertaken throughout the year, with over 300 children participating in the
program annually.
This project has resulted in increased accessibility which complies with
all current legislation relating to disability access and an increase in the
number and frequency of disabled visitors to the centre. A dedicated facility
now exists for the Hedland Water Polo Association and their clubs and
there has been an increased number of visitors and the level of community
satisfaction with the Centre.
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South Hedland
Bowling and Tennis Club
south hedland

Total Project Investment:
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Pilbara Cities Investment:
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Completion Date:
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$4 million

$2 million

July 2014

This project has effectively delivered a new community hub to
the people of South Hedland through provision of an improved
clubhouse appropriate for sporting and social functions, and
associated recreational facilities and landscaping.
The existing building was demolished and removed, prior to the
construction of a new clubhouse facility to accommodate up to 250
patrons. The clubhouse includes kitchen, bar, dining and function
areas, meeting rooms, and external verandas, while outside, the
club’s tennis courts and bowling greens have been improved. Overall
increased amenity extends to additional storage, the upgrading of
parking to statutory requirements, external lighting, and fencing.
As a result of Pilbara Cities investment, the project has enhanced
the amenity of the area, encouraged greater patronage of the facility
and increased employment opportunities through its expanded bar
and restaurant. The Club has greatly expanded its profile within the
community, more than doubling its membership from 330 to 678
since the works were completed.

Bowling green at South Hedland Tennis and Bowling Club. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Wanangkura
Stadium
south hedland

Total Project Investment:

$31.6 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$ 11.1 million
Completion Date:

30 June 2013

Wanangkura Stadium. Photograph courtesy of Wanangkura Stadium.

Wanangkura Stadium provides sport, recreation, fitness, and social
opportunities for residents and visitors to South Hedland in a
facility of a standard equal to that provided in metropolitan Perth.
It includes an international standard 400 seat indoor stadium,
external netball and basketball courts, gym and fitness rooms,
squash courts, kiosk facilities, a crèche, and club change rooms for
local sports teams. It not only caters for sporting events, but also has
the capacity to host a variety of social and corporate events, ranging
from training workshops, industry events, and social functions.
The word Wanangkura is used by the local Kariyarra people when
they talk about cyclones or willy-willies. It was chosen to emphasise
the architect’s vision of a unique design that reflects the potency
of Hedland’s cyclonic weather. The name inspired elements of the
building’s external design, representing dynamic movement and
clean, modern, innovative, and distinctive architecture.
The main sports stadium caters for a range of uses from sporting
competitions, social events, and cultural activities. The Jimblebar
function room has large windows facing Kevin Scott Oval, with
a bar, conference facilities, and dedicated meeting and training
rooms (Yarrie and Yandi) all with state-of-the-art video and
teleconferencing technologies.
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Clem Thompson
Pavilion and
Tom Price Oval

Community Projects and Engagement | Recreation

tom price

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$10 million

$ 4.7 million

November 2013

The upgrade of the Clem Thompson Pavilion and Tom Price
Oval, completed in 2013, entailed the construction of a sports
pavilion, improvements to the netball and basketball courts, and
the refurbishment of the Civic Centre. A key finding of the initial
consultation process for the project was the desire within the
community to have a sporting precinct in town that offered modern
facilities that were adaptable to a number of uses.
As part of the upgrade, the number of netball and basketball courts
was reduced from four to three courts with the three remaining courts
lengthened to ensure that they met Western Australian competition
level. Fencing and court surfaces were replaced and new projector pads
were purchased for each goal post and light tower. Air conditioning
and new spectator benches were purchased and installed and the
facilities improved to pass occupational health and safety audits.
The Sports Pavilion was moved from the eastern to the western side
of the precinct, enhancing spectator comfort and thus, appeal, by not
facing into the sun. The Tom Price Oval surface was rejuvenated and
the reticulation upgraded, providing an improved playing surface
with greater usage. The Civic Centre refurbishment included the
replacement of tiling, lighting, air conditioning, doors, shower fittings,
wooden floorboards, and veranda roofing.
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The project has had a significant positive impact on the
local community including improved participation levels
in sporting activities, the provision of a unique location
for events, and a community focal point for improving
health. Various sports are played at the complex including
basketball, Australian Rules football, netball, softball,
touch rugby, cricket, and tee-ball. Since the completion
of the project there has been an increase in the number
of sporting clubs from other communities visiting Tom
Price to participate in games against local clubs. This
has increased awareness of existing sports clubs who
recorded an increase in membership as a result. Around
30 teams from a wide range of sporting disciplines have
used the state-of-the-art recreational facilities. The Tom
Price Oval is used more than 80 hours per week with over
5000 Tom Price residents enjoying the facilities each year.

‘For the town to now
have a brand new
complex will only
help facilitate further
community connection
and growth, as well as
benefit surrounding
communities and visiting
sporting teams, who
will be able to utilise the
complex at competitions
and championships.’
Michael Gollschewski, Rio Tinto Managing
Director, Pilbara Mines.

Clem Thompson Pavilion and Tom Price Oval. Photographs by Margaret Bertling.
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Karratha

Total Project Investment:

Anti-Social Taskforce Initiative
karratha

Pilbara Cities Investment:

Community Projects and Engagement | Towns

Completion Date:

90

The Karratha Anti-Social Taskforce Initiative addressed
community concerns regarding graffiti, vandalism,
and antisocial behaviour in Karratha through several
campaigns, safety initiatives, and urban beautification
works. These included a rapid graffiti removal unit and
the distribution of community graffiti removal kits, the
installation of CCTV and security lighting, an anti-litter
campaign and litter removal unit, an off-road vehicle
campaign, and the greening of main streets. Additionally,
a Clean Sweep Taskforce Coordinator was appointed to
lead the Clean Sweep Taskforce’s work with industry,
community groups, businesses, and government agencies
to achieve the goal of making Karratha a cleaner and safer
place to live.
Major graffiti removal projects have been undertaken, and
where possible, anti-graffiti coatings have been applied to
minimise the costs of future graffiti removal. To address
the amount of tags and other graffiti located around the
City of Karratha, a graffiti removal contractor worked
four to six days per week with each area allocated two full
days. This blitz has had a positive impact on the amount
of graffiti remaining, with many community members,
despite being slow to report graffiti, commenting on the
City’s proactive approach to graffiti removal.
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$ 2.9 million

$1.6 million

December 2012

The anti-litter campaign focused on community clean ups
and raising awareness in the community about litter issues.
In total 61 community clean ups were held in the two
years preceding this project, including participation in the
national Clean Up Australia Day and the Great Northern
Clean Up Day. Over 16,600 bags of litter have been removed
from the environment during this period. Numerous
community groups have participated in community clean
ups as a fundraising activity, where they have been paid $6
per bag of litter collected. Participation in the clean ups by
community groups has reinforced the impact littering has
on our built and natural environments, and these groups
are now participating in regular clean ups. There has also
been a focus on ensuring that strategies are implemented
to prevent litter from entering the environment. These have
included information and enforcement campaigns targeting
covered loads, lids on skip bins, and clean building sites.

Tom Price Town Centre. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Pilbara crime rate per capita | 2006 -2015
Crime rate per capita has reduced 25% between 2006 and 2015
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Community Projects and Engagement | Towns

Top: Shade canopies by
Ann Sibosado. Photograph
by Barry Winterbourn.
Image courtesy of FORM
Right: Saner painting in
Wedge Street. Photograph
by Bewley Shaylor. Image
courtesy of FORM.
Far right: West End Cultural
Precinct. Photograph by
Bewley Shaylor. Image
courtesy of FORM.
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West End
Revitalisation
Scheme – Final Phase

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$4.6 million

$2.6 million

December 2012

port hedland

In December 2012 FORM, a not-for-profit arts organisation, successfully
completed the transformation of Wedge Street, Port Hedland’s historic main
street, through the addition of quality paving, street furnishings and lighting,
planting of mature trees and garden beds, and resurfacing of the road.
The project was the final stage of the West End Revitalisation Scheme in
Port Hedland, transforming the West End into an inviting, attractive, and
thriving precinct linking arts and cultural events around the main street,
Courthouse Gallery, Silver Star Café, and surrounding parks and gardens.
The project also included a one year activation strategy for Wedge Street
delivered by FORM which included an opening event for Wedge Street,
Cruise Ship Markets, public art program, West End Markets, local historical
tours, refurbishment of the Port Hedland Visitors Centre, and wayfinding
signage strategy and implementation.

There are currently 45 small/creative local businesses
who regularly take part in the West End Markets
and who have benefited from the increased capacity
of the West End Precinct. Increased programming
has attracted more visitors to the markets, increasing
sales for local small/micro business owners. On
average the West End Markets draw 3000 – 3500
people to the West End four times a year.
Wedge Street now features an extensive public art
commission of custom-designed shade structures by
local Aboriginal artist Ann Sibosado, which along
with selecting a planting/material palette reflective
of the region, creates a unique precinct reflective of
Port Hedland.
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Silver Star Café and Courthouse Gallery gardens, following revitalisation. Image courtesy of FORM. Photograph by Bewley Shaylor.
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The Youth Shed
karratha

JD Hardie
Youth Zone

Community Projects and Engagement | Youth

port hedland

Total Project Investment:

Total Project Investment:

$4.7 million

$7.7 million

Pilbara Cities Investment:

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$3.5 million

$2.9 million

Completion Date:

Completion Date:

January 2012

June 2013

Centrally located in the Karratha city centre on the corner
of Hillview and Balmoral Road this innovative, familyfriendly facility includes a fully air-conditioned marinethemed indoor children’s playground, café, dedicated
youth space, performing arts area, skate park, and a 38-bay
car park. Almost 25% of the City of Karratha’s community
is made up of young people and as a result, the community
views youth services as a priority. According to survey
results, youth services has improved in its performance
since 2012 and continues to improve.

The redevelopment of the JD Hardie Youth Zone, a vibrant space that
engages with technology, performing arts, dance, and the visual arts
(along with traditional physical recreation programs), was initiated
due to a lack of recreational and developmental opportunities for
youth, and the existing aging infrastructure was not able to respond
to community demand.

The Youth Shed’s dedicated youth space will make a
substantial contribution to addressing the lack of venues,
and seminar and workshop spaces that currently restrict
the delivery of youth services in the region. The Youth
Shed was built in anticipation that the flow-on benefits
would include a reduction in anti-social behavior and drug
and alcohol issues among young people in the community.
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The project saw the expansion of the west wing of the centre, and
the new building featured a commercial kitchen, performance room,
music recording studio, indoor court, meeting rooms, and offices,
all of which are occupied by youth and child service providers. The
Centre is a one-stop-shop for children and youth, offering health,
recreation, and support services, and the transformation of the JD
Hardie Youth Zone into a multifunctional youth precinct addresses a
critical need within the Hedland community for youth services and
facilities.
The redevelopment of the JD Hardie Youth Zone enabled the
Town of Port Hedland to immediately employ a dedicated youth
team located at the centre, which is now able to provide programs
of workshops, activities, and excursions to all young people,
with programs changing each term and holiday period. The
redevelopment has additionally seen improved behaviour and
decreased levels of recorded vandalism in the proximity of the centre.

Left: Roebourne Youth Centre.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
Bottom left: The Youth Shed.
Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
Bottom right: JD Hardie Youth
Zone. Photograph courtesy of
Town of Port Hedland.

Roebourne
Youth Centre
roebourne

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$4.1 million

$2 million

April 2012

The Roebourne Youth Centre provides a
multi-purpose space for young people in
the area with opportunities to take part in
activities and interact in a vibrant and safe
environment. The Centre includes a semicommercial kitchen, a sound-proof music
room, and a courtyard with a stage for shows.
The Centre supports delivery of a range
of social services, recreation, and leisure
programs to achieve positive outcomes for
young people in the areas of education, antisocial behaviour, family and intergenerational
relationships, employment opportunities,
health and wellbeing, and child safety.
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97

Youth Involvement
Council

Community Projects and Engagement | Youth

Learning and Development Precinct
port hedland
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The Youth Involvement Council (YIC) is a non-government
organisation providing education programs, support
services, and crisis accommodation for disadvantaged,
at-risk, and homeless youth. The new YIC HQ development
precinct, which opened in May 2016, includes an
outdoor classroom, a new youth centre, and a program
space dedicated to five to ten year olds. The facility also
encompasses an education centre, a social enterprise
centre, new staff offices, a garage, storage, and staff housing.
The facility has the capacity for the long-term provision
and administration of youth services in Port Hedland in
addition to delivering much-needed residential solutions
and office space for other non-government organisations.
YIC has been a critical point of contact between youth,
their respective families and key stakeholders in Port
and South Hedland for more than 25 years. During this
period, it has had a significantly positive impact on youth
development achieving outcomes as well as success in
terms of community engagement. Over the past ten years
YIC has grown from 18 employees to almost 40, 30% of
whom are Aboriginal. In the 2014-2015 financial year YIC
outreach service Mingle Mob engaged with almost 600
individual young people involving over 4000 contacts.
Key locations included the South Hedland Youth Space
(the Skate Park), Wanangkura Stadium, South Hedland
Shopping Centre, and the JD Hardie Youth Zone. Around
300 young people access the Lawson Street Youth Centre
on a regular basis in any given year. There is an 80%
occupancy rate for the Youth Accommodation Program
and an average of 18 active case management clients at
any given time. Since May 2016, while operating from the
YIC HQ, there has been an average of 40 young people
attending each afternoon.
The New Pilbara

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$11 million

$2 million

1 april 2016

Since the introduction of the Quicksmart Numeracy Program at
Hedland Senior High School and Port Hedland Primary School
in mid-2014, enrolments have increased collectively from 20 to
54 students. YIC was awarded Community Organisation of the
Year by Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce in 2010, 2012,
2013 and in 2016 Mingle Mob outreach program was announced
the winner of the 2016 WACOSS Community Services
Excellence Awards for Best Regional Organisation. The young
people of Hedland have already claimed ownership of the YIC
HQ, as demonstrated by the high attendance rates since opening.

The new premises offer the space and facilities to
further enhance the overall OPERATIONS OF YIC
THROUGH ACCESS TO:

•

A dedicated space for young people aged five to ten years old,
a cohort that is extremely difficult to attract funding for, and a
cohort that, prior to the YIC Deadly Hearts Program, has had
no access to recreational and social programs or activities.

•

A training room and semi-commercial kitchen ideal to
launch YIC’s pending social enterprise program.

•

A vast indoor area suitable for recreational activities as well
as events.

•

An air conditioned workshop providing space for practical,
hands-on skills and activities and opportunity to expand
the social enterprise program into the trades-based area.

•

Additional offices, venues, and rooms that will be available
for rent, generating an income stream for YIC and
reducing reliance on external funding.

•

Affordable housing for staff, adjacent to YIC HQ, as a
component of the $11m build.

Above left: YIC staff and members
outside the new facility.
Above right: Recreational space inside
the new YIC facility. Photographs
courtesy of Youth Involvement Council.
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Land
Availability and
development
As in any growing community, the provision
of attainable housing and a diversity of
affordable accommodation options are
key priorities in the Pilbara. In particular,
the resources industry has triggered
unprecedented demand for accommodation
in major centers during the past decade
that has resulted in highly prohibitive costs
associated with housing. Numerous initiatives
have been supported through Pilbara Cities to
meet the demand for desirable and affordable
accommodation across the region.
Aboriginal Housing has emerged as a key
issue across the Pilbara in recent decades, with
Pilbara Cities funding a number of initiatives
to allow Aboriginal people to improve their
access to sustainable housing, and the higher
quality of life that accompanies it. Success has
been seen particularly in housing projects that
sit holistically within Aboriginal culture and
allow opportunities for secondary economies
through which Aboriginal people can further
improve their quality of life.
Pilbara Cities has also addressed the urgent
need for affordable and desirable housing for
employees in the key sectors of government
and health, in particular, to help attract and
retain staff in an often prohibitive housing
climate.
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Pilbara aerial shot. Photograph by Shot in Oz.
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housing at a glance

Median house settlement prices | Pilbara vs Perth | 2011 - 2015
Pilbara

Perth
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Median house settlement
price was 67% higher than
Perth in 2011 compared to
4% lower than Perth in 2015.
Median calculated based
on quarterly average.
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Building approvals | Pilbara | 2006 - 2014
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Average weekly rental price | Pilbara vs Perth | 2014 - 2016
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Average weekly rental
price in the Pilbara
was 162% higher than
Perth in 2014. In 2016,
this has dropped to a
27% difference.
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Ngarluma Aboriginal
Sustainable Housing
roebourne

Total Project Investment:

$12.6 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Land Availability | Aboriginal

$5.4 million
Completion Date:

June 2012

The Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation project is a housing development aimed
at providing affordable accommodation in Roebourne. The project delivered 400
residential lots, four grouped housing sites, and a commercial site built on 62 hectares
of land.
Stage One of the project contained 100 lots, of which 99 were single residential lots,
with the remaining lot being a group housing site for ten dwellings. Fifty lots in the
development have been purchased by the State Government for social and government
officers, and 50 lots have been retained by the Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation.
The Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation used the proceeds of the sale of the lots to fund
the second and subsequent stages of the Ngarluma Aboriginal Sustainable Housing
program, providing shared equity capital that allows Aboriginal people to move from
rental accommodation to home ownership.

Roebourne
Housing Initiative
roebourne

Total Project Investment:

$8.1 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$5 million
Completion Date:

June 2011
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This project has enabled the transformation of Roebourne through a housing
reconstruction program. The investment included the demolition of 25 homes that
were located in an area of the town known colloquially as ‘the village’. The homes were
in extremely poor condition and, in addition to new housing, the community needed
greater access to support and education services.
The project also funded the costs of land, salaries, equipment, material, and
transportation to construct 13 new houses in Roebourne. Tenants will be supported
by the introduction of a homemaker program that will be designed to coach them on
budgeting and healthy living including dietary advice, hygiene, and general life skills.

The project delivered
400 residential lots, four
grouped housing sites, and
a commercial site built on
61.8 hectares of land.
Ngarluma Aboriginal Sustainable Housing
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Martu

Land Availability | Aboriginal

Knowledge Program
newman

Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa (KJ) is a Martu organisation,
founded in 2005 to maintain Martu culture and help
build sustainable Martu communities. KJ employs 22
permanent Martu employees and a further 255 in casual
positions delivering cultural and land management
programs across the Western Desert, including a
successful ranger program that encompasses five
permanent ranger teams across Martu lands.

‘When you look at what’s going on out
on Country now – the ranger program
and the back to Country trips – you
couldn’t get it any better than that.
Because the mob are not only back on
Country, which is very important to
us, but they’ve been given a sense of
leadership and ownership.’
Darren Farmer, Martu translator, Wiluna.

Pilbara Cities funding enabled KJ to purchase two
properties (comprising three separate dewellings) to
accommodate senior executive staff. Funding additionally
contributed to associated costs, and the purchase and
delivery of furnishings. The purchase of these houses
has provided essential staff accommodation in Newman
and has enabled KJ to fill the three senior management
positions of Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial
Officer, and Land Management Manager.
By purchasing these three dwellings KJ has been able to
move from a fledging, under-resourced organisation that
relied heavily on the support of the founding volunteer
staff, to one that is now fully funded by the Federal
Government and staffed with salaried professionals. On
completing its organisational transition a Social Return
on Investment study completed by Social Ventures
Australia provided evidence of a significant social,
cultural, and economic benefit for Martu traditional
owners involved in KJ programs, including Return of
Investment of $4 for every $1 invested.
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Martu rangers. Photographs courtesy of Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa.

Total Project Investment:

$2.2 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$2.2 million
Completion Date:

June 2012
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Martu rangers on Country. Photograph courtesy of Kanyirninpa Jukurrpa.
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General
Practitioner
Housing Project
port hedland

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Land Availability | Civic Infrastructure

Completion Date:

$1.5 million

June 2013

City of Karratha
Staff Housing

Total Project Investment:

$5.4 million

At the time the project commenced in 2013, accommodation was
identified as a major barrier to general practitioners permanently
relocating to the Pilbara, and this accommodation supported
in attracting doctors to Port Hedland, thereby improving the
health services delivered. This project has increased the retention
of existing general practitioners and emergency services staff,
facilitated the expansion of the general practitioner service
level and availability, and assisted in increasing the provision of
specialist services not previously available in Port Hedland.

This project involved the construction of twelve new
dwellings in the Baynton West estate to provide housing
for the City of Karratha staff and their families, in order
to attract technical and professional staff to the area.
Providing affordable and quality housing was essential in
a marketplace dominated by the resources sector, and on
this basis the Pilbara Cities funding enabled cost effective
accommodation to combat the region’s high living costs.

Completion Date:

‘When housing was almost impossible to secure in
Karratha, the construction of 13 new dwellings for staff
enabled Council to offer guaranteed accommodation
to help attract high quality technical and professional
workforce.’

February 2012

Chris Adams, City of Karratha CEO.

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$5.2 million
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$3.8 million

The General Practitioner Housing project involved the
construction of seven new homes: two four-bedroom, twobathroom homes, and five three-bedroom, two-bathroom homes.
The project also included the provision of serviced land for the
future development of three single lots and one multiple dwelling
lot as a second stage. All of these homes have been constructed
along the Port Hedland foreshore offering unrestricted ocean
views to tenants, and all seven homes have been rented to general
and medical practitioners at a subsidised rate.
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City of
Karratha
Administration
Centre Expansion
karratha

Total Project Investment:

$1.5 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$1.1 million
Completion Date:
General Practitioner Housing Project. Image courtesy of The Town of Port Hedland.

Government Co-location
karratha

Total Project Investment:

$6 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$6 million
Completion Date:

September 2016

The Karratha Government Co-Location
project has enabled the design and
construction of shared offices for ten
State Government agencies within
the Karratha Quarter precinct. These
State Government agencies include the
Departments of Agriculture and Food,
Commerce, Education, Housing, Mines
and Petroleum, Planning, Transport,
Water, Finance, and the Pilbara
Development Commission.

February 2012
This project provided high quality
transportable office accommodation
for 20 City of Karratha officers,
as well as meeting facilities, staff
amenities, and a reception area.
‘The construction of additional
office space to accommodate
Council staff has enabled the City
to provide a dedicated facility for
its strategic projects and human
resources functions with access to a
full suite of amenities.’
Chris Adams, City of Karratha CEO.
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Pilbara Employment
Related Accommodation
(Minruntharntu Maya ‘Living to Learn’)
south hedland

Total Project Investment:

$22.2 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Land_Availability | Civic Infrastructure

Mirnutharntu Maya ‘Living to Learn’ provided
supported, affordable accommodation for Aboriginal
apprentices and trainees. The employment-related
accommodation was established on a section of North
Regional TAFE’s Pundulmurra Campus. The land was
subdivided and a 20 year lease was negotiated for a
portion of the land, executed between the Housing
Authority and the Department of Training and
Workforce Development. The accommodation consisted
of 47 one bedroom units each with a bedroom, living
area and ensuite, including four disability units, a central
commercial kitchen, a conference room, a recreation
room, an admininistration building with three offices,
reception and staff rooms, a four-by-two manager’s
house, three two-bedroom, two-bathroom staff units,
a single one-bedroom staff unit, and two one-bedroom
visitor’s units. A not-for-profit service provider, YMCA
Perth Inc. was appointed to manage the accommodation
and provide support services to the residents to assist
them to complete their apprenticeships and traineeships
and to improve their life skills.

$8 million
Completion Date:

march 2015

Through the provision of subsidised accommodation for
apprentices/trainees in the Pilbara, local businesses can
employ and retain local workers and therefore expand
opportunities for the local community. In addition, the
project saw an overall improvement in retention rate of
Aboriginal trainees and apprentices, increase in course
completion rates and continued employment.

Housing Authority. Photography by Miriam Sheridan.
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Land Availability | Civic Infrastructure
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Regional
Health

WA Country Health
Service Staff

Administration Accommodation
south hedland

Accommodation Transition Project
port hedland

Total Project Investment:

Total Project Investment:

$2.2 million

$943,000

Pilbara Cities Investment:

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$2.2 million

$943,000

Completion Date:

Completion Date:

2012

2011

The new $138 million Hedland Health Campus
became operational in November 2010. By
this time, the Pilbara had experienced a period
of unparalleled and rapid population growth
brought about by international demand for
Western Australia’s mineral and energy resources.
Industry began a rapid expansion program that
also saw the number of fly-in fly-out workers
reach levels never seen before. A consequence
of this rapid expansion was the significant
impact on service providers as well as on the
WA Country Health Service. Activity levels
demanded extra office accommodation space for
39 staff in order to to provide safe clinical care.

The New Pilbara

The WA Country Health Service Staff Accommodation
Transition Project, which was completed in 2011,
entailed the refurbishment of the former Mirtanya
Maya Aged Care Hostel into modern accommodation
for health and aged care workers.

This accommodation is currently being used by nursing and mental
health workers and clinicians to service clients in the Hedland area,
enhancing the region’s capacity to attract and retain health care staff
through the provision of high quality staff accommodation.

Structural remediation works included an internal
refurbishment of the existing three-bedroom house
and communal building, and external site works
including the provision of secure fencing, security
lighting, and parking to an acceptable standard.

The refurbished facility now provides
12 self-contained motel style units and
makes use of a three-bedroom house as
a shared facility ideal for shift worker
accommodation containing supported
common facilities, located in a quiet
area of Port Hedland.

The refurbished facility now provides 12 self-contained
motel style units and makes use of a three-bedroom
house as a shared facility ideal for shift worker
accommodation containing supported common
facilities, located in a quiet area of Port Hedland.

WA Country Health Service Staff Accommodation Transition Project. Photograph
The New
byPilbara
Margaret Bertling.
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Economic
Diversification
The Pilbara’s economy has been dominated
by the global resources industry for a
number of decades. With a long term
vision and commitment to the Pilbara
region, economic diversification was a
focus area for the Pilbara Cities initiative
with a view to ensure that communities
are sustainable.
The focus to 2050 is now firmly on
economic diversification as identified in
the Pilbara Regional Investment Blueprint,
with tourism, agriculture, aquaculture,
and energy identified as transformational
opportunities for the region.
Pilbara Cities has delivered the following
projects that have supported economic
diversification in a number of forms. The
Blueprint will continue the momentum
that Pilbara Cities has enabled.
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Tourists at Python Pool, Millstream Chichester National Park. Photography by Shot in Oz.

The New Pilbara

117

East Pilbara
Communications Enhancement Project
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Economic Diversification

Completion Date:

$12.6 million

$2.4 million

June 2011

Onslow Airport
Redevelopment
onslow

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

The East Pilbara Communications Enhancement Project installed
optical fibre cabling from Newman to Nullagine, which allowed
mobile communication as well as internet technology to Nullagine
as well as outlying mining camps and remote Western Desert
communities. Additionally, the project led to better response
times for the remote nursing post and police located in Nullagine,
allowing improved access to mobile and internet technology when
responding to remote emergencies.

$43 million

$10 million

August 2015

The Onslow Airport Redevelopment included the construction of
a new 1900 metre runway, the installation of new and upgraded
runway and apron lighting, the construction of a new terminal,
complete with passenger and baggage screening facilities, the
installation of refuelling facilities, and the construction of a new
access road and parking facilities. These upgrades were necessary
to serve both the projected needs of the resources industry and the
expected community growth. Outcomes from the project include
overall community benefit from the significant boost to tourism
and business, and a general improvement in the town’s liveability
and access, as in remoter areas of Western Australia such as
Onslow, air travel is not so much a luxury as a necessity.
The new state-of-the-art facility is an important part of Onslow’s
economic infrastructure which has opened up new opportunities
for tourism and business in and around Onslow, as well as boosting
recreational opportunities for the local community.
Privately chartered Virgin Australia flights conveying construction
workers to Onslow opened to the public from July 6, 2015.
Fourteen services now operate seven days per week.
Prior to this there were no community flights available between
Onslow and Perth. The airport redevelopment, made possible by
Pilbara Cities, has enabled this to happen.
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Access to Onslow:
Community passenger flights

‘The Shire is very pleased to see these
flights made available. It will be a great
boost for tourism, the community and
businesses by making flights to Perth
and beyond more convenient.’

Pre-2015

Onslow Airport. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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Kerry White, Shire of Ashburton President.
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A key driver for this project is to support tourism in the Pilbara in order
to contribute to the diversification of the Pilbara’s economic base.

Economic Diversification

The project will enable the provision of local employment; it is estimated
that the project will create 14 full-time equivalent jobs in the high tourism
season and three in the low season, as well as providing an opportunity
for traditional owners to have equity and long-term financial benefit.
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Millstream Chichester National Park. Photography by Shot in Oz.

Millstream Chichester
National Park Eco Retreat – Prefeasibility Studies
millstream

Total Project Investment:

$270,000
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$270,000
This project aims to develop new quality ecotourism
accommodation and tour experiences in the 200,000 hectare
Millstream Chichester National Park to attract visitors from
the eco-tourist and experience seeker markets to the inland
Pilbara. A key driver for this project is to support tourism in
the Pilbara in order to contribute to the diversification of the
Pilbara’s economic base. Millstream Chichester National Park
is ideally positioned to link the region’s coastal tourism, such as
Ningaloo Reef and the Burrup Peninsula, with inland tourism
such as Karijini National Park.

Completion Date:

march 2016

This project was rolled out over three stages. Stage One
included a tourism pre-feasibility study, consultation with
traditional owners, Aboriginal heritage survey, and flora and
fauna studies. Stage Two included a hydrology study, a feature
study, a road access study, and a landscape architects plan.
Finally, Stage Three included investment attraction and an
expression of interest/request for proposal process.
Outcomes that will flow on from this project include an
enhanced profile of the Pilbara as a quality nature-based
tourism destination and expanded opportunities for Aboriginal
stakeholders to deliver nature-based and cultural tourism
experiences that celebrate and safeguard culture and Country.
The project will enable the provision of local employment; it
is estimated that the project will create 14 full-time jobs in the
high tourism season and three in the low season, as well as
providing an opportunity for traditional owners to have equity
and long-term financial benefit. The project will also assist
in protecting the Park’s exceptional scenery, provide support
to the local economies of Tom Price, Karratha, Roebourne,
Newman, and Port Hedland, and complete a tourism link for
local and self-drive tourists and tour groups.

Millstream Chichester National Park Eco Retreat.Photograph by Shot in Oz.
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Millstream Chichester National Park. Photography by Shot in Oz.
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Victoria Hotel
Redevelopment Project
roebourne

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Economic Diversification

Completion Date:

$6 million

$2 million

2019

In September 2013, Yindjibarndi Aboriginal
Corporation (YAC) purchased the Victoria Hotel
in Roebourne for $2.8 million, with the intention
to revitalise and restore the building to its original
early 1900s architectural form. YAC proposes to
use the refurbished building to facilitate tourism,
training and business opportunities to support
economic development in the Roebourne community.
According to YAC the construction and operational
benefits of the project are considerable for the town,
with a projected increase of at least 30 jobs locally,
which equates to a 10% increase.
The project plan outlines three types of potential
businesses operating in the facility after it is
renovated, including a restaurant, shops, and
commercial tenants. YAC will engage local Aboriginal
people in a variety of roles throughout and beyond
the completion of the project. The intention is for the
restoration to provide local Aboriginal services in one
location. This would involve local cultural services,
Aboriginal employment and training opportunities in
the areas of retail and business, and Aboriginal intern
positions that will work directly with YAC.
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The revitalisation of the Victoria Hotel will provide
YAC and the Roebourne community with improved
amenity within the town centre, and act as a catalyst
for increased development, population growth, and
the creation of positive functional retail and office
space to support small business development. It also
has the potential to become a substantial tourism asset
contributing to the acknowledged heritage value of
Roebourne, and the capacity to increase training and
hospitality opportunities for Aboriginal people.
It was outside this hotel in 1983 where local 16-year-old
John Pat was injured in a fight with off-duty police.
He later died in police custody, sparking a coronial
inquest. His death was investigated as part of the
1987-91 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths
in Custody. The transformation of a place which was
a contributor to social dysfunction into a place where
Aboriginal people can be empowered to work and
celebrate their culture is a powerful and symbolic
project, with the potential to deliver pride and enhance
ownership of the community.

Image credit: Eastman Poletti Sherwood Architects.
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Pilbara Heavy
Haulage Girls

Economic Diversification

National Heavy Vehicle Driver Training
Institute Fit Out and Operations
karratha

Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls (PHHG), is a Karrathabased, not-for-profit organisation providing
development opportunities and career pathways for
newly licenced truck drivers. As an Australian first,
PHHG have established a National Heavy Vehicle
Driver Training Institute which will be operational
early 2017, providing newly-licenced drivers with 160
hours road freight transport experience.
Almost without exception, newly-licenced truck
drivers are turned away by industry recruiters who
advise them to reapply for driving positions once they
have experience. The Institute aims to provide that
experience, bridging the gap between drivers getting a
truck licence and securing employment. The Institute
will teach truck drivers new to the industry essential
skills for the job. The Institute already has 500 people
on its waiting list, from Australia and overseas.
PHHG chief executive Heather Jones said the
Institute was a preparation for life in the transport
industry. ‘At the moment when you get your licence
there’s no training after that. So your licence enables
you to steer the truck, and that’s it, but everything else
you have to learn on the job,’ she said. ‘Things like
changing a tyre, chaining a load down, how to get the
weights right on your axles — because if you don’t
get your weights right it damages the road and there’s
huge fines for the drivers that you don’t even know
about when you get your licence.’

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$1.3 million

$290,310

June 2018

Though PHHG works to encourage and support women taking
up heavy vehicle driving careers, the training will be open
to males and females starting out in the transport industry.
The Institute will have many benefits for Karratha, which is a
practical environment for training drivers and allowing them
to gain the experience, skills and knowledge needed in the
heavy vehicle industry and workforce. Locating the institute in
Karratha will leverage local expertise, while also creating new
jobs and attracting students to the region.
With a shortage of drivers PHHG saw an opportunity to shine
a spotlight on this male-dominated industry, and to support
and encourage more women into heavy vehicle driving careers.
As demand for freight services is set to double by 2030, and
with the industry already facing a serious skills shortage,
PHHG aims to raise the number of females in the industry.
Currently they only make up one per cent.

‘At the moment when you get your
licence there’s no training after that.
So your licence enables you to steer
the truck, and that’s it, but everything
else you have to learn on the job.’
Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls, Chief Executive, Heather Jones.
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From left to right: Hon Brendon Grylls MLA, Leader of the National Party of Australia (WA), Heather Jones, Chief Executive
of PHHG and the Hon Terry Redman MLA, Minister for Regional Development. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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East Pilbara

Co-working and
Innovation Centre
port hedland

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Economic Diversification

Construction Date:

$ 4.3 million

$ 2 million

2016

Small business is critical to the state and national economies,
however historically the Pilbara has had fewer small businesses
per head of population than most other Western Australian
regions. Its economy remains dominated by the multi-national
resources sector, making the support of small business critical to
diversifying the region’s economy.
The East Pilbara Co-working and Innovation Centre
(EPIC) project has its genesis in research funded in 2012,
by the Pilbara Development Commission to support the
development and growth of small business in the region. The
high cost of conducting business in the Pilbara, plus a lack
of skilled employees were crippling existing small businesses
, impeding new startups, and inhibiting innovation and
economic diversification. Informed by this research, the EPIC
project proposes a new approach to economic and business
development through using coworking and innovation.
EPIC provides a unique collaborative working space to support
the development of existing local small business, including
home-based and micro-businesses, freelance workers, and
hobbyists. At their best, coworking spaces foster innovation,
provide essential expertise to solo operators, and lead to
game-changing business partnerships. EPIC will offer flexible
working spaces for Pilbara businesses with the necessary office
accoutrements at a reasonable cost. These spaces will be accessed
as required, ensuring fair competition within the market, and
facilitating an environment to inspire collaboration.
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The EPIC project has secured agreement from a number of existing
coworking spaces and small business service providers to create
a one-stop-shop that will improve the quality and accessibility of
a range of support services to small businesses and the broader
community. EPIC’s location adjacent to cultural organisation
FORM’s headquarters in Port Hedland will provide a platform for
FORM to deliver it programs supporting micro-businesses in the
creative arts sector. In addition, Curtin University has expressed
interest in working with the Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce
and Industry to develop a model of collaboration through Curtin
Business School’s Centre for Entrepreneurship, further enhancing
the connection and delivery of tertiary programs in the region.
By providing professional, modern, and connected business space
as well as a variety of planned services and programs, EPIC will
increase the productive capacity of the region. Local small business
confidence will be supported through access to professional
facilities, increased collaboration and networking opportunities,
and access to expert speakers who will appear at events throughout
the year. EPIC will also encourage business professionals who
currently travel to Port Hedland intermittently to stay longer. From
an operational perspective, it is predicted that the project has the
potential to generate an annual contribution to the economy of $8.6
million, more than three times the capital expenditure, providing a
significant return on investment to the economy.

Image courtesy of Whitehaus.

RED DOG: true blue
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
release Date:

$12.1 million

$1.2 million

26 December 2016

With more than 80 % of filming taking place in the Pilbara
over a period of six weeks, Red Dog: True Blue is a celebration
of the rugged beauty, rich culture, and unique heritage of the
Pilbara region. The cast of Red Dog: True Blue includes Bryan
Brown (Australia, Beautiful Kate), John Jarratt (Wolf Creek),
Levi Miller (Pan, Terra Nova) and UK actor Jason Isaacs
(Fury, Harry Potter, Black Hawk Down).
The film will contribute to the promotion of the Pilbara as an
exciting and desirable tourism destination. Tourism is a major
economic diversification opportunity for the Pilbara, and an
opportunity to foster growth in an underdeveloped industry.
Identified as a transformational diversification opportunity
in the Pilbara Regional Investment Blueprint, tourism has the
potential to generate wealth and employment opportunities in
an industry not reliant on the resources sector.

The movie Red Dog: True Blue is due for release on 26
December 2016. It is hoped that the Pilbara Development
Commission’s $1.25m Royalties for Regions investment
into this Good Dog Enterprises film will help to raise the
profile of the Pilbara while also bringing economic benefits
to the region.
Inspired by the history and culture of the region in the
1960s, Red Dog: True Blue depicts the events leading up
to the discovery of Red Dog on the road to Dampier. This
90 minute feature film is a prequel to the highly successful
Red Dog, released in 2011, which earned $21 million at
the box office and is the highest selling Australian DVD of
all time. Red Dog was a commercial and critical success,
winning the AACTA Award for Best Film and screening at
the Berlin International Film Festival and putting Red Dog:
True Blue in good stead for enhancing the international
profile of the region.

Image courtesy of Roadshow Films.
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Pilbara Hinterland

Agricultural Development Initiative
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:

Economic Diversification

Completion Date:

$12.5 million

$12.5 million

December 2016

The Pathways to Pilbara Irrigation Development Project will
provide the strategic and baseline knowledge, and collation of
this data, to support the successful development of an irrigated
agricultural industry in the Pilbara. The project will establish
a practical and achievable vision for large-scale irrigated
agricultural production in the Pilbara using excess dewater
through a prefeasibility study, which will be supported by
research and development activities at trial sites to demonstrate
the cropping options, identify and resolve production and
industry issues. In addition, a Pilbara irrigated agriculture and
water prospectus has been published since December 2013 and is
revised annually.
Woodie Woodie Project

The Pilbara, one of Australia’s most resource-rich regions,
is well known for its iron ore industry and contribution to
strong state and national economies. By comparison, the
significant potential of agriculture in the region has yet to be
realised. Unlocking the potential of agriculture in the Pilbara
requires government leadership, and a clearly defined pathway
for development to foster private sector investment. Under
the banner of Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural Development
Initiative three, projects have been developed to resolve a range
of complex barriers to agricultural irrigation by using surplus
mine dewater. The resulting expertise could then be promoted
to third parties as an investment opportunity. These projects
were The Pathways to Pilbara Irrigation Development Project,
the Woodie Woodie Project, and the Yandicoogina Project.
Mine dewatering can contribute to unsustainable depletion
of groundwater within a mining area in order to access the
mineral resource. An opportunity exists to use the large
volumes of water derived from mine dewatering in the Pilbara
for agricultural production. Mine dewatering estimates indicate
that there may be ongoing availability of ex-mine water in the
Pilbara of greater than 100 GL per annum. Water availability at
this scale could sustain large-scale agriculture development in
the long term.
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To demonstrate that agricultural-based water management
activities can use surplus mine dewater, this project will, after
getting the necessary approvals, establish a 38 hectare centre
pivot site on Warrawagine Station near the Consolidated
Minerals Woodie Woodie mine. The pilot site will be used to
evaluate potential cropping options such as fodder production for
cattle and biofuel crops. It will also explore value-added market
opportunities from the crop production and evaluate technology
to produce locally sourced bio-energy for off-grid mining
activities and enterprises. Finally, the project will prepare a final
feasibility and design study to support investment decisions by
government and private investors to facilitate expanding the pilot
to a precinct-scale irrigated agricultural development.
Yandicoogina Project

The Yandicoogina pilot project proposed to establish a 38 hectare
irrigation site on the Marillana Station pastoral lease utilising
surplus dewater discharged from the Yandicoogina and Hope
Downs mines into Weeli Wooli Creek. A range of diversified
cropping options, including native seeds, will be evaluated under
centre pivot and drip irrigation. A pathway to allow third party
access and use of mine dewater, and manage land tenure issues,
will be established.

Department of Food, Water and Agriculture, Warrawagine Station. Photograph by Michelle Byrne,
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Great Northern Highway Realignment. Photograph by John Holland.
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Infrastructure
Coordination
The Pilbara’s vast scale, geographical isolation, and often hostile climate represent
challenges to liveability, in particular to providing the most basic services necessary
for human habitation, such as water and power. The rapid population growth
experienced across the region’s towns during the past decade has further necessitated
widespread upgrades in infrastructure, to meet the demands of both industry
and communities. Pilbara Cities investment has supported a number of crucial
infrastructure projects:
Infrastructure
Projects have included improved service provision to meet the needs of the region’s
growing population, and the support of local small business to help diversify the
economy.
Roads
Improvement of access roads and bridges is a necessity for communities that are
largely dependent on road links for service provision, in the context of a region is
often subject to extreme weather conditions.
Towns
Precinct development and town centre revitalisations have helped enhance local
amenity and attract visitors, while reflecting the distinctive identity of their locations.
Water
Water is the most crucial resource for human survival, and represents a significant
challenge in a large, isolated, and arid region. Pilbara Cities investment has
supported the development of wastewater treatment plants, while undertaking
extensive water resource assessments and supporting innovation in its provision.
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Image courtesy of Horizon Power

Pilbara Underground
Power Project
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Infrastructure

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$229.9 million

$175 million

2018

The Pilbara Underground Power Project (PUPP) aims to
provide cyclone-affected north west towns with a safe and
reliable power supply by replacing ageing overhead electricity
infrastructure with underground networks. The project is
designed to dramatically reduce the likelihood of power outages
to essential services, regional residents, and businesses during
and immediately following adverse weather events.
Underground power is proven to be safer, more reliable, and
more aesthetically pleasing than overhead power lines. This is
particularly relevant to the Pilbara given the extreme weather
conditions experienced in the region. Since 2006, there have
been more than 30 cyclones and major storm events in the
north west of Western Australia, with the majority of these
impacting the Pilbara. The overhead distribution network is
easily damaged by cyclones which can lead to frequent and
extended outages of sometimes up to five days.
The first phase of the project involved putting powerlines in
South Hedland and Wedgefield and about 40% of Karratha
underground. At the end of 2013, the first phase was completed
with underground power delivered to 1422 lots in Karratha
and more than 1600 lots in South Hedland and Wedgefield.
The second phase of the project involves putting the remaining
overhead areas in Karratha and Roebourne and potentially the
whole of Onslow underground.
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In 2007, the destruction of Tropical Cyclone
George cost $2.5 million in electrical
network repairs, and caused power outages
for up to five weeks.
In 2012, after undergrounding power, during
Tropical Cyclone Heidi there were no power
interruptions to customers in Port Hedland.
Completion of the PUPP will ensure power supplies are
cyclone-proofed and able to withstand direct cyclone
impacts with minimal damage to infrastructure. This will in
turn allow greater community resilience from the impact of
these severe weather events. The community and economic
benefits of undergrounding electricity distribution systems
in the major centres in the Pilbara is considerable because
of the ability of the mining and associated sectors to resume
work sooner after a cyclone.
Additionally, PUPP will result in the replacement of ageing
electricity infrastructure and the completion of underground
power in Karratha will result in the remaining 11kV network
being upgraded to 22kV, providing the necessary capacity
for projects such as the Karratha CBD revitalisation and the
Health Campus. This upgrade will also provide the facility
for future upgrades across the city of Karratha.
Once complete there will be 4943 lots in the Pilbara
connected to underground power.

Photograph by Margret Bertling.

Planned & unplanned interruption frequency | Pilbara | 2010-2015
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The frequency of unplanned electricity interruptions has decreased by 70% since 2010.

Planned & unplanned interruption duration | Pilbara | 2010-2015
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The duration of unplanned electricity interruptions has decreased by 72% since 2010.

SAIFI is the System Average Incident Frequency
Index and is the ratio of how many outages you
would expect in a rolling 12 months.

SAIDI is the System Average
Incident Duration Index, which is
the average duration of the outage.
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Wallwork Road Bridge. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Vehicle Road Accidents | Pilbara | 2011 - 2015
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Wallwork
Road Bridge
South and port hedland

Wallwork Road forms the major arterial link between the
communities of South Hedland and Port Hedland, and the
Port Hedland International Airport. A large percentage
of Port Hedland’s population is located in South Hedland,
and as such the road carries a substantial volume of
commuter traffic, totalling approximately 15,000 vehicles
per day.

Total Project Investment:

Prior to the instigation of this project in early 2013, BHP
Billiton Iron Ore’s (BHPBIO) rail line crossed Wallwork
Road under boom barrier control, halting traffic around 20
times per day, with plans underway to duplicate the line,
increasing expected closures to up to 50 times per day.
The effect of these plans would be substantial reduction
to the level of service to the South Hedland community,
meaning that while the expansion of BHPBIO’s production
would increase the State’s prosperity, this would come
at the disadvantage of the Port Hedland community, via
increasing levels of dislocation and commuter frustration.

Completion Date:

A collaboration between local, State government, and
industry, this project resulted in the construction of a
major road bridge, grade separating Wallwork Road and
the BHPBIO Goldsworthy Rail Line in expectation of
both road and rail traffic increases. Completed in 2014,
the Wallwork Road Bridge has removed the wait times
associated with rail crossings, while allowing community
and industry traffic to grow significantly without the
complications of road/rail interactions. It has increased
capacity on both the road and rail links without the
need to expand the road network, removing a transport
constraint for intra-town commercial activity, and enabled
free movement for commercial activities, to the benefit of
the town, region, and State.

$32.9 million
$8 million
May 2014
A 25% increase in traffic in the last three
years means this link is currently servicing
about 15,000 vehicles per day. Yet the
Wallwork Road Bridge has enabled reduced
road incidents with local traffic, improved
road safety, improved traffic flows between
Port and South Hedland.

Infrastructure Coordination | Roads

Pilbara Cities Investment:

Constructing the Wallwork
Road Bridge has provided
a safer, more efficient, and
reliable road network that
will serve to build capacity
in, and improve services to,
Port and South Hedland.
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Boodarie
Entrance Road

Infrastructure Coordination | Roads

Stage One – Design
port hedland

The Boodarie Entrance Road to the Boodarie Strategic
Industrial Area, is a partly sealed and partly unsealed
road, with the unsealed portion causing dust issues that
represent safety concerns for workers. The road is also
subject to flooding in storm events as it is low lying with
inadequate drainage networks. Pilbara Cities invested $1.4
million in Stage One: Design to more accurately define the
scope of works for the Stage Two: Construction. Stage One
will deliver the required engineering design, consultant
reports, and local government approvals to facilitate the
construction work. The road construction phase will be
subject to additional funding requirements from the Pilbara
Development Commission, Royalties for Regions, or other
sources.
The design work for the Boodarie Entrance Road
will address barriers to economic diversification as it
will deliver the required knowledge and approvals to
construct an all-weather access road. This road will enable
appropriate and deconstrained strategic land supply, as
well as stimulating the required infrastructure to support
growth and development to the industrial estate. The
road will also encourage the relocation of inappropriate
industries from the Wedgefield Light Industrial Estate to
the more appropriately buffered industrial land within
Boodarie, while providing increased regional employment
options that sustain local population growth and
support the establishment of new business opportunities
in construction and service industries. These new
opportunities will in turn support the general demand for
improved town amenities in Port Hedland.
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Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$1.4 million

$1.4 million

July 2016

The design work for the Boodarie
Entrance Road will address barriers
to economic diversification as it
will deliver the required knowledge
and approvals to construct an allweather access road.

Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Marble Bar Road
Improvements Project
Newman and Marble bar

Total Project Investment:

$20 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$10 million
Completion Date:

June 2015
Marble Bar Road links Newman and Marble Bar, running
for 290 kilometres, 180 unsealed. It is the only roadway
providing access to a number of remote Pilbara towns and
Aboriginal communities, facilitating the provision of food,
supplies, and other essential services.
The road was largely unsealed from Kulkinbah Creek near
Roy Hill, to the intersection of Marble Bar Road and Ripon
Hill Road. It crossed several rivers and floodplains, making
it susceptible to closure following storms and cyclones. As
a result its dependent communities could become isolated
for up to three months each wet season, requiring food
and provisions to be flown in at an escalated cost.
This project focused on two sections of road: the Upper
Nullagine River, and the section north of Fortescue River
to the commencement of the Roy Hill realignment. The
physical construction phase of the project comprised
of constructing and sealing these priority sections of
road in accordance with the Development Strategy. This
project has ensured that the road has an improved level of
accessibility and is able to cater for increasing volumes of
traffic throughout the year.

Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

Fortescue River
Crossing Marble Bar Road
Total Project Investment:

$12.7 million
Pilbara Cities Investment:

$12.7 million
Completion Date:

March 2016
The Fortescue River Crossing is a significant route for surrounding
communities and mining operations. The existing single lane
carriageway bridge was 83 years old and had reached the end of
its economic life, often being closed for an average of 33 days per
year due to flooding. The new dual carriageway bridge is able to
withstand a one in a hundred year flood event, thus reducing the
number of days closed each year. The upgrading of the bridge will
also assist mining operations in the Pilbara region and is expected
to result in an increase of oversize loads using Marble Bar Road
through reduced transport and vehicle costs.
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Port Hedland
Spoilbank
WaterFront Precinct
port hedland

Total Project Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Towns

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$ 152 million

$72 million

2019/2020

Port Hedland’s underused foreshore will be
transformed into a landmark attraction providing
residents and visitors the opportunity to take
advantage of the region’s outdoor lifestyle. It will be
a major drawcard for the region.
The project will deliver required recreational
facilities, unlock Port Hedland’s tourism potential
as a visitor destination, support the development of
local businesses and create 300 construction jobs, as
well as ongoing jobs when the marina is complete
and operational.
The marina will allow users to launch boats via a
channel separate to the one used by bulk ore carriers
using the export port facility, providing safer
launching for the community. When complete it will
have capacity for between 100 and 150 boat pens.
Development of the Port Hedland Spoilbank
Waterfront Precinct will deliver a multi-purpose
precinct with a variety of potential uses ranging
public, community, commercial/ retail, and short
stay uses.
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Demand studies indicated
that boat ownership could
rise as high as 150 per 1000
people, were appropriate
facilities made available.

Artist’s Impression Spoilbank Marina.

Tom Price

Total Project Investment:

Town Centre Revitalisation Project
tom price

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

The purpose of the Tom Price Revitalisation Project was to modernise
and expand the town centre to provide a wider range of community and
commercial services. These included redeveloping the local government’s
facilities to enhance the level of service to the community, creating a
space the community would be comfortable visiting, which would act
as a stimulus for further investment from the private sector.
Since 1960, little had been done to improve Tom Price’s community
infrastructure. In particular, there had been an absence of an ‘attractive
and vibrant town centre’. It was perceived as a place to do essential
shopping or get essential services and then leave. There were several
major constraints which limited the town’s ability to grow and its
development as an attractive living environment.
The project has transformed an unattractive, dated town centre into a
shining example of what a regional centre could look like. This has been
of benefit not only to the local community but it improves the overall
standing of the Pilbara as a place to stop and not just pass through. The
local community has benefited from improved retail outlets selling a
wider range of goods as well as an increased number of critical services
such as doctors and dentists. At a time when the resources industry has
been in decline throughout the Pilbara a project such as this has given the
community confidence that the town has a long term future.

$ 11.1 million

$11.1 million

September 2015

The scope of works included:

•

Upgrade of utilities, including water, sewerage,
power, and drainage to support construction works;

•

Redevelopment of the town mall including lighting,
facades, plantings, surfaces and security for
commercial, and retail facilities;

•

New street-scaping, improved public open spaces and
community facilities, shade structures to shops and
walkways, landscaping, paving, and children’s water
playground;

•

Facilities and amenities for tourists including a new
bus shelter, RV parking, and public toilets.

Now that the project has been completed it is expected
that further investment in the town centre will take place
in the form of partnership between the private sector and
the Shire of Ashburton, as well as individual commitments
made by existing owners within the centre who recognise
the opportunities presented by an enhanced town centre.

Tom Price Town Centre.Photograph by
The
Margaret
New Pilbara
Bertling.
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Newman
Town Centre
Revitalisation
newman

Total Project Investment:

$39.9 million
Infrastructure Coordination | Towns

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$39.9 million
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Completion Date:

July 2016

The Newman Town Centre Revitalisation involved
creating a new town centre entrance, which
included civil works for the central carpark
realignment, Iron Ore Parade and the new Market
Place, landscaping and public amenity for these
roads, and the relocation of sporting facilities. It
included the construction of a new main street
on Lee Lane, the creation of new lots to provide
increased parking, a new retail facility, and a new
Town Square. The Newman Town Square provides
stunning public art and facilities for the community
including a commercial kitchen, an outdoor media
screen, and a water feature.

Creation of the Town Square facilitated social, retail, and community
endeavours while providing a new retail precinct through the
creation and sale of new development sites. It supported the
diversification and economic growth of Newman into becoming a
town centre of 15,000 permanent residents. It also has contributed
to the diversification of Newman’s economy and supported long
term sustainability. Additional outcomes of the project include
the accommodation of improved medical and health facilities, the
identification of future school sites to accommodate population
growth, and the provision of an integrated network of roads, cycling,
and pedestrian connections. The project also identified key worker
and fly-in fly-out accommodation and worked to integrate these
into the local community. Finally the project worked to protect the
natural landform, particularly the hills surrounding the town site, by
integrating water-sensitive design principles and providing a placebased response to the environment and natural topographic features.

Newman Town Centre, Photograph by Sarah Stampfli

‘Pilbara Cities has brought a new and vibrant look to the
Town Centre...with people coming to town to invest they
now see a cleaner, more modern place, not the dirty dusty
impression they had before coming here. Looking from a
tourism point of view, tourists...stay a little longer, spend
a couple more dollars, and leave with a positive smile.’
Barbara O’Driscoll, Newman Visitors Centre Manager and Newman resident.

The New Pilbara

143

South Hedland Town
Centre
Revitalisation
south hedland
Total project cost:

$77 million

Pilbara Cities Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Towns

Completion Date:

$77 million

Early 2017

The South Hedland Town Centre Revitalisation project
rejuvenated the Town Centre into a well-appointed, modern,
residential, retail, and commercial hub. A key objective of
the project was to achieve a residential population in and
around the Town Centre which was required to stimulate
and revitalise the retail and commercial uses.
Stage One of the South Hedland Town Centre revitalisation
project was funded with $23 million from Royalties for
Regions and included the relocation and upgrade of a
new main road, development of a new Town Square, and
connecting the existing shopping centre and residential land
to future stages of the project. LandCorp, Pilbara Cities, and
the Town of Port Hedland cooperated in the preparation
of a development plan for a scope of the works which were
delivered by LandCorp.
These works resulted in the upgrade and beautification of
the southern portion on Colebatch Way and creation of a
significant but compact town square along the new main
street of Wise Terrace which connects through a new link
road to Murdoch Drive. Land was developed for sale to
the private sector to progress a mixed-use building with
commercial space and a site identified for the construction
of quality short-stay (hotel) accommodation.
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The existing public open space was upgraded to
provide active entertainment and recreation areas
and land was developed for sale to the private
sector for approximately 300 medium density
dwellings. The implementation of the works
facilitated through this funding delivered the
fundamentals to start the revitalisation of the town
centre. It has delivered a community space with
significantly improved amenity and the ability for
the private sector to deliver mixed use, commercial,
retail, residential, and hotel space.
Stage Two of the South Hedland Revitalisation
included a further allocation of $54 million. This
stage was to facilitate the release of residential
mixeduse sites to the market capable of high and
medium density accommodation units. These
works included significant upgrades to sewer, water,
and drainage. This land within the Town Centre has
to date attracted approximately $80 million of built
form investment from the private and public sector
(this figure does not include value of land sales).
In addition to the development, the creation and
beautification of the town square park has provided
a highly popular focal point for the community
and is used for local events including the popular
Welcome to Hedland event, markets, movie nights,
live music, picnics in the park, and many more
events that help to positively activate the Town
Centre. The Town Square also includes original
artwork by Aboriginal artists. The landscaping and
beautification of the Forrest Circle drainage area
includes walkways, shaded seated areas, exercise
equipment, and artworks by local Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal artists.
The revitalisation of the South Hedland Town
Centre is ongoing with a range of minor works still
to be undertaken as part of the close-out of the
$77m in Royalties for Regions funding.

South Hedland Town Sqaure and skate park. Photographs by Margret Bertling.
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The Quarter
karratha

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$66 million

May 2016

Nestled in the heart of Karratha, The Quarter is major town
centre mixed-use development conceived as an urban oasis,
and intended to set a new benchmark in commercial and
office accommodation in the North West, while helping define
Karratha as a major regional city.
Stage One of the project, which includes 6000m2 of commercial/
retail space, a decked car park, 46 service worker apartments,
and a public square, was completed in May 2016, on time and
on budget. It has brought retail, commercial, and residential
opportunities to Karratha’s city centre and provided numerous
local jobs during its construction. The development is also
Karratha’s newest and most exciting centre for dining and
leisure. It is a place of vibrant corporate and community activity
characterised by cool, shady streets, a bustling city square and a
rich street culture, all while offering a city style and maintaining
the unique character of the Pilbara.
The new public plaza is a versatile community space for
recreational and community opportunities. It has repurposed
five mature trees salvaged from Karatha’s former swimming
pool, hospital, and high school sites, and incorporates substantial
public artworks by local Aboriginal artists.
The Quarter has been designed to be environmentally responsive,
and is is on track to becoming the first development in the
North West to achieve a 4-star greenstar and 5 star NABERS
(National Australian Built Environment Rating System) rating.
It incorporates two 100kW solar panel systems, with residents of
the apartments and strata owners receiving the financial benefits.
The second stage of The Quarter is envisaged to include a
proposed hotel and a second commercial tenancy.
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‘We have been needing something
like The Quarter in Karratha for a
long time, and I see it being fantastic
for my business. The Quarter has
already changed people’s attitudes
and mindsets in town, that we are
not a small country town anymore,
we are a city and we are great!’
Deborah Napier, Owner, Just You Beauty, Karratha.

Karratha City Centre Revitalisation and The Quarter. Image courtesy of LandCorp.
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Karratha City Centre Revitalisation and The Quarter. Images courtesy of LandCorp.
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and Infrastructure Works Project
karratha

The Karratha City Centre Revitalisation and
Infrastructure Work Project was the initial phase to
transform the Karratha CBD areas in accordance
with the Karratha City of the North Plan City
Centre Master Plan, and to align with the ‘goals and
objectives’ of the Pilbara Cities Vision of growing
Karratha into vibrant regional city of 50,000 people.
The revitalisation is an important step toward this,
shaping a city capable of supporting a high quality
of life for those choosing to live in the region and, a
more diversified economy.
This project enabled the revitalisation of Karratha’s
infrastructure and offered modern development
opportunities, thereby transforming Karratha into
an attractive and integrated community. It provided
more opportunities for the Karratha community
to source things locally, resulting in an additional
local spend through increased economic activity
in the city centre, and it has created significant
opportunities for existing and new businesses
to offer new services to the local community.
Furthermore, the project delivered a high standard
of sustainability through its region-specific design,
material selection, and the creation of an outdoor
micro-climate, all of which will be suitable for
an arid location to create a uniquely Karratha
vernacular over time.

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$176 million

$176 million

December 2016

This project delivered modifications and upgrades to the public road
network (including road realignments), and created a new ‘main street’
and key pedestrian spine through Sharpe Avenue. It delivered extensive
landscaping, placemaking, and public art, and created new development
and civic sites for delivery by the private sector. The project also relocated
the existing Karratha Seniors Village to the Warambie Estate. A new
home and refitted facility were provided for the Karratha Family Centre,
to make way for the new Karratha Health Campus. Finally, the project
undertook road and infrastructure works surrounding the Karratha
Health Campus to enable access and the provision of required services.

Infrastructure Coordination | Towns

Karratha City Centre
Revitalisation

Image courtesy of Landcorp.
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Pilbara Water
Resource Assessment
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:

$3.5 million
Infrastructure Coordination | Water

Pilbara Cities Investment:

$1.5 million
Completion Date:

December 2015

‘Knowing how the water systems operate right across the region,
such as how groundwater is affected by rainfall and storm events,
helps with the planning and management of local water use. By
helping to put a lot of smaller local water resource investigations
into a broader context, this study provides a strong framework
for water managers and local industries well into the future’
Dr Don McFarlane, CSIRO, Project Leader.

The Pilbara Water Resource Assessment covers an area of 288,479
km2, which is about 11% of the state of Western Australia. This is
one of the world’s most important resource regions for high-grade
iron ore deposits and offshore gas reserves. Irrigated agriculture
may also expand to augment the area’s long-term grazing
industries.
This assessment examined surface water and groundwater
resources and their environmental significance in detail for four
regions within the Assessment area: Ashburton Robe, Upper
Fortescue, Lower Fortescue Hedland, and De Grey Canning.
Rainfall results form a number of mechanisms in the Pilbara and
these are being affected by climate change in different ways making
projections of future climate difficult.
The assessment indicates that the Pilbara is likely to be even
hotter in the future, while rainfall patterns will continue to be
highly variable with no clear wetting or drying trends. Even
so, the Assessment has increased understanding of the climate
and the water resources of the region in an otherwise uncertain
environment and with otherwise uncertain changes to the climate.
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Temperatures have increased by between 0.1 and 0.2oC per decade
in the past 45 years in the Pilbara, the highest increase being along
the coast. Water security is essential to the delivery of the Pilbara
Regional Investment Blueprint and the Pilbara Cities vision. The
Pilbara’s climate is generally considered to be dry, yet remarkably it
boasts some of the most prospective groundwater resources in the
State.
The assessment finds that by 2030 and 2050 the climate is likely to be
between 1 to 2oC hotter compared with temperatures in 1980, and
most Global Climate Models project a similar rainfall to the present
but those which project a drier climate are more extreme.
The assessment found that the region’s groundwater dependent
ecosystems, which expand in wet periods and decline in dry periods,
have remained stable in numbers overall since 1990.
The assessment found a wetting trend has affected the Pilbara
starting in the east in the 1970s but its cause is unclear making it
uncertain whether it will continue. Rainfall and runoff are predicted
to decrease under most of the median and dry scenarios tested.

Water licenses and allocation | Pilbara | 2006 - 2015
Number of in-force water licenses - Agri / Mining

Total allocation (GL/a)
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Overall water allocation to the region has increased
over 300% since 2006, reflecting the availability of
water to support main economic activities of mining,
agriculture, and construction activities.
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Water for
Pilbara Cities
pilbara-wide

Total Project Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Water

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$11 million

$11 million

estimated mid 2017

Water for Pilbara Cities is a four-year water discovery program
concentrating on the West Canning Basin – Sandfire (WCB –
Sandfire) water availability. The project seeks to increase the
certainty of existing groundwater supplies, determining the
potential availability of new water sources in preparation for the
region’s expected population growth and economic development.
Water is vitally important for economic growth and development
in Western Australia. Improved water availability knowledge will
allow the State to manage water resources more effectively and
provide more security to water users investing in existing and
future regional developments.
Affordable housing and commercial property in the Pilbara
through land release is underpinned by the ability to deliver
innovative solutions in water source planning, efficiency, and
wastewater treatment options.
Investigation into the water resources of the WCB – Sandfire has
revealed massive underground reservoirs capable of being a longterm water source for the East Pilbara, particularly Port Hedland.
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Mining, agriculture, industry, and towns could all be
expanded using the vast underground resource of the
WCB - Sandfire to sustainably supply 100 GL a year of
water for use in the East Pilbara. To provide perspective,
one GL is equal to one billion litres.
These water supplies will provide water security for
the growth of the East Pilbara and Port Hedland, and
the expansion under the Royalties for Regions-funded
Water for Food initiative that will increase economic
diversification from irrigated food production. The project
has provided a basis for the State to assess options for water
provision to support priority development in the region.
The project was the single biggest water source
investigation in the State to unlock the potential of the
Western Canning Basin.

Roebourne
Wastewater
Treatment Plant
(WWTP) Upgrade
roebourne

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$1.9 million

$1.9 million

August 2011

The Roebourne Wastewater Treatment Plant
was significantly upgraded to cater for increased
wastewater volumes and reduce the risk of overflows
to the environment during high rainfall periods.
The Roebourne Wastewater Treatment Plant was
constructed in 1974 and is located around 2km
north-west of the town. From 2005, the capacity
became inadequate. In 2010 - 2011 when the project
was undertaken, major new resource projects and
population growth were placing significant demands
on the water and wastewater services provided in the
West Pilbara.
The Roebourne Waste Water Treatment Plant
Upgrades project supported housing initiatives
in Roebourne, driven by the need for growth
and development and efforts to meet current and
predicted water demands.
The total project cost was $1.9 million and the project
expanded the capacity of the Roebourne Wastewater
Treatment Plant to cope with increased flow from
land development in the Roebourne town site.
The project involved construction of additional
treatment ponds, improving the existing inlet
pipework and the upgrade of ancillary works at the
existing wastewater treatment plant to provide a
sustainable wastewater treatment and disposal system
to cater for current demand and long-term growth
in the community. The current treatment capacity is
about 730kL/d.

Roebourne Wastewater Treatment
Plant. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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Pilbara Water
Opportunities
Project
pilbara-wide

The future development of Pilbara water resources will play a
crucial role in the region’s economic diversification. The Pilbara
Water Opportunities Project was a series of ten individual
projects, evaluations and/or studies designed to further
explore and test on-the-ground pilot projects for innovative
water resources, which may include the use of innovative
technologies.

Total Project Investment:
Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$2.7 millon

$2.7 millon

March 2015

The project’s focus was on water projects that created secondary
economies which may include agriculture, silviculture,
aquaculture, tourism, and recreational development and
Aboriginal capacity-building within the Pilbara hinterland.

The future development of Pilbara water
resources will play a crucial role in the
region’s economic diversification.
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The ten funded projects included:

Aurox resources undertook a feasibility study on the supply of
5GL/annum of process water from Balla Balla mine site to Port
Hedland from 2012, to provide a low cost water supply option for
the Town of Port Hedland.
Decca Station Project

Ngarliyarndu Bindirri Aboriginal Corporation engaged 10
Aboriginal inmates from Roebourne Regional Prison in a ‘train to
work’ project specifically designed to implement water-sensitive
techniques for agriculture production in the Pilbara. The project
has turned Decca Station into a fully functioning pilot garden
and horticultural training facility for use by prisioners classified
as low risk from Roebourne Regional Prison.

Integrated Mining and Irrigated Agriculture
Water Management Study

Global Groundwater, the Department of Agriculture and Food,
and MWH Australia undertook a more detailed feasibility
study on the agricultural-related recommendations from an
initial Pilbara Integrated Water Supply Pre-feasibility Study
developed by MWH. The feasibility study proposed to transfer
mine and aquifer discharge to an agricultural location to the
north of Newman and Woodie Woodie mine site.
Mobile Pipe Machine	

Civmec, trading as West Australian Top Environmental
Resource (WATER) constructed and tested a large-diameter
continuous pipe machine, aimed at significantly reducing the
supply cost of large-diameter pipelines.

Energy Island Pilot Project

AgGrow Energy Resources produced high-yielding biomass crops
to deliver a reliable and sustainable source of renewable fuel.
Evaluation of the Feasibility of a Solomon
Sustainable Water

Fortescue Metals Group (FMG), Worley Parsons, and MWH
Australia assessed the use of excess water from FMG’s future
Solomon operations both during dewatering operation and as
a potential water storage and redraw supply scheme post mine
closure.

Sustainable Energy Project

Ashburton Aboriginal Corporation assessed the feasibility of
growing oilseed crops for the production of biodiesel in the
Shire of Ashburton, using mine dewatering and groundwater.

Infrastructure Coordination | Water

Balla Balla Water Reuse Initiative Study

Pilbara Bottled Water Project (The Ripple Effect
Bottled Water)

The Pilbara Bottled Water Plant Project was to establish the
viability of establishing a commercial bottling water facility
using excess dewatering, replacing plastic bottles with locally
manufactured biodegradable bottles made from plant sugars.

Groundwater Resource Appraisal

The Department of Water undertook a study to understand the
structure and sustainability of the West Canning Basin.

Woodie Biofuels Project

Consolidated Minerals used water from mine dewatering as
irrigation for biofuel crops near Woodie Woodie mine site.
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Karratha Water
Recycling Scheme
Upgrade
karratha

Total Project Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Water

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$11.6 million

$7.9 million

June 2016

The recent growth and development in Karratha created additional
public open spaces, which increased the demand for a sustainable
water source to ensure community parks and ovals remain inviting
places for the community to enjoy year-round.
This project will improve the appearance of Karratha and support the
future, sustained growth of the City. Creating attractive recreation
facilities is key to building vibrant communities and places that
families choose to live and work in, which supports the Pilbara Cities
vision of creating liveable regional centres.
The Karratha Wastewater Treatment Plant has the capacity to treat 10
million litres of wastewater per day and supply up to six million litres
of high quality recycled water per day. The ability to use recycled
water for irrigation on public open spaces minimises demand on the
potable water supply, supporting future town growth. The new water
scheme network and pump stations will deliver high quality recycled
water to ovals, playing fields, parks and recreation facilities across
Karratha, to meet the current and future needs of the growing city.
The completion of the project has enabled the construction of a new
community park in the Baynton West residential estate which is due
for completion early 2017.
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‘The upgrades will
accommodate strong
population growth and create
inviting areas of green space
for community use - a key part
of the Pilbara Cities initiative.’
Hon, Terry Redman MLA,
Minister for Regional Development.

Greening at Cattrall Park, Karratha. Photograph by Margaret Bertling.
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South Hedland
wastewater
treatment plant
(WWTP) upgrades and relocation of the
Port Hedland Waste Water Treatment Plant
south hedland

Total Project Investment:

Infrastructure Coordination | Water

Pilbara Cities Investment:
Completion Date:

$106 million

$42 million

June 2016

The South Hedland Wastewater Treatment Plant and associated
infrastructure has been upgraded to provide an advanced water
recycling facility capable of treating up ten million litres of
wastewater each day and providing up to six million litres of
recycled water for irrigation, providing for future growth to 2035.
This upgrade has allowed the Port Hedland Wastewater
Treatment Plant to be decommissioned, diverting all wastewater
flows to the South Hedland plant and enabling residential and
commercial development of around 75 hectares of prime land.
The Town of Port Hedland now uses the recycled water from the
South Hedland Wastewater Treatment Plant to irrigate the local
golf course and public open spaces.
This upgrade has enhanced the quality and reliability of recycled
water, and secured a safe and reliable alternative water source for
public open space in Port Hedland and South Hedland.
Decommissioning the Port Hedland plant will clear the way for
the development of new residential and commercial properties in
town, supporting 2500 new residential dwellings.
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Photograph by Margaret Bertling.

‘The South Hedland wastewater treatment plant has enhanced the quality
and reliability of recycled water, and secured a safe and reliable alternative
water source for Port Hedland and South Hedland for years to come.’
Rino Trolio, Water Corporation North West Regional Manager.
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Project Partners

Auzcorp

Department of Regional Development

BHP Billiton

Department of Sport and Recreation

Bloodwood Tree Association

Department of State Development

Good Dog Enterprises Inc.

Department of Transport

Chamber of Minerals and Energy’s
Pilbara Industries Community Council

Department of Water

Chevron
City of Karratha
Compass Group (Port Haven)
Country Local Government Fund
CSIRO
Department of Education
Department of Environment Regulation
Department of Health
Department of Housing
Department of Lands
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Eastern Guruma Aboriginal Corporation
Emergency Services Australia
Environmental Protection Authority
Federal Government of Australia
Finbar Group
FORM: Building a State of Creativity
Gumala Aboriginal Corporation
Gumala Enterprises
Horizon Power
Indigenous Land Corporation

IBN Corporation

Pindan

South Hedland New Living Program

Kariyarra Mugarinya Property Joint
Venture Pty Ltd

Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce and
Industry

State Government of Western
Australia

Kariyarra Mugarinya Development Pty Ltd

Port Hedland Industries Council

State Lands Services

LandCorp

Port Hedland Port Authority

St Luke’s College

Lotterywest

Port Hedland RSL

Telstra

Martumili Artists

Port Hedland Volunteer Sea Rescue

Town of Port Hedland

National Broadband Network

Port Hedland Yacht Club

The University of Western Australia

National Partnership Agreement for
Indigenous Remote Housing

Regional Development Australia – Pilbara

Variety WA

Newcrest Mining

Regional Local Council Incentive
Program

WA Country Health Service (WACHS)

Ngarda Civil and Mining

The Regional Services Reform Unit

Ngarluma Aboriginal Corporation

Rio Tinto Iron Ore

Western Australian Planning
Commission

The Ngarluma Yindjibarndi Foundation
Ltd

Shire of Ashburton

Woodside Energy

Shire of East Pilbara

Woodside North West Shelf Venture

Shire of Roebourne

Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation

NS Projects
Onslow Salt

Water Corporation
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The new pilbara: Index
36

Bloodwood Tree Association 				

Community projects and engagement

$921,404.00

Complete

138

Boodarie Entrance Road - Stage One - Design			

Infrastructure coordination		

$1,400,000.00

Complete

65

Bulgarra Oval Improvements				

Community projects and engagement

$2,500,000.00

Complete

64

Cattrall Park Redevelopment				

Community projects and engagement

$1,100,000.00

Complete

68

Cemetery Beach/Koombana Community Parks			

Community projects and engagement

$3,000,000.00

Complete

111

City of Karratha Administration Centre Expansion 		

Land availability and development

$1,100,000.00

Complete

110

City of Karratha Staff Housing				

Land availability and development

$5,200,000.00

Complete

88

Clem Thompson Pavillion and Tom Price Oval			

Community projects and engagement

$4,690,000.00

Complete

72

Dampier Community Hub				

Community projects and engagement

$6,500,000.00

Complete

28

East Pilbara Arts Centre					

Community projects and engagement

$8,800,000.00

Complete

118

East Pilbara Communications Enhancement Project 		

Economic diversification		

$2,360,000.00

Complete

128

East Pilbara Co-Working and Innovation Centre		

Economic diversification

$2,000,000.00

In progress

42

Education Attraction and Retention Project 			

Community projects and engagement

$4,880,000.00

Complete

44

E-Learning Pilbara					

Community projects and engagement

$4,940,000.00

In progress

45

Electrical/ Instrumentation Cetnre of Specialisation		

Community projects and engagement

$7,760,000.00

In progress

139

Fortescue River Crossing Marble Bar Road			

Infrastructure coordination		

$12,660,000.00

Complete

110

General Practitioner Housing Project			

Land availability and development

$1,500,000.00

Complete

111

Government Co-location				

Land availability and development

$6,000,000.00

Complete

40

Health and Allied Services Training Centre			

Community projects and engagement

$10,400,000.00

In progress

47

Hedland Senior High School Upgrade 			

Community projects and engagement

$7,350,000.00

Complete

53

Improving Clinical and Medical Imaging Equipment 		

Community projects and engagement

$2,500,000.00

Complete

96

JD Hardie Youth Zone 					

Community projects and engagement

$2,900,000.00

Complete

76

Karijini Eco-Retreat Amphitheatre and Student Accommodation

Community projects and engagement

$1,000,000.00

Complete

90

Karratha Anti Social Taskforce Initiative			

Community projects and engagement

$1,600,000.00

Complete

148

Karratha City Centre Revitalisation and Infrastructure Works Project Infrastructure coordination		

$176,000,000.00

Complete

52

Karratha Health Campus 				

$206,500,000.00

In progress

80

Karratha Leisureplex					

Community projects and engagement

$23,500,000.00

Complete

46

Karratha Trade Training Centre				

Community projects and engagement

$1,300,000.00

Complete

Community projects and engagement
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Karratha Water Recycling Scheme				

Infrastructure coordination		

$7,900,000.00

Complete

139

Marble Bar Road Improvements Project			

Infrastructure coordination		

$10,000,000.00

Complete

75

Marquee Park ‘Splash and Play’				

Community projects and engagement

$2,700,000.00

Complete

106

Martu Knowledge Program				

Land availability and development

$2,150,000.00

Complete

120

Millstream Chichester National Park Eco Retreat		

Economic diversification		

$270,000.00

Complete

84

Newman Sporting Facilities Improvements Project		

Community projects and engagement

$4,850,000.00

Complete

142

Newman Town Centre Revitalisation 			

Infrastructure coordination

$39,900,000.00

Complete

104

Ngarluma Aboriginal Sustainable Housing			

Land availability and development

$5,400,000.00

Complete

54

Nickol Bay Hospital Rescue Package				

Community projects and engagement

$10,000,000.00

Complete

118

Onslow Airport Redevelopment				

Economic diversification		

$10,000,000.00

Complete

74

Onslow Multi-purpose Complex and Sporting Precinct Upgrade

Community projects and engagement

$7,000,000.00

Complete

60

Pam Buchanan Family Centre				

Community projects and engagement

$2,990,000.00

Complete

61

Paraburdoo Childcare Centre				

Community projects and engagement

$1,500,000.00

Complete

48

Performing Arts Centre Upgrade				

Community projects and engagement

$4,700,000.00

In progress

112

Pilbara Employment Related Accomodation			

Land availability and development

$8,000,000.00

Complete

58

Pilbara Health Initiative Partnership				

Community projects and engagement

$32,900,000.00

126

Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls 				

Economic diversification		

$290,310.00

In progress

130

Pilbara Hinterland Agriculture Development Initiative 		

Economic diversification		

$12,500,000.00

In progress

32

Pilbara Town Based Reserves Project				

Community projects and engagement

$20,000,000.00

In progress

134

Pilbara Underground Power Project				

Infrastructure coordination		

$175,000,000.00

In progress
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Pilbara Water Opportunities Project				

Infrastructure coordination

$2,700,000.00

150

Pilbara Water Resource Assesment				

Infrastructure coordination

$1,500,000.00

Complete

140

Port Hedland Spoilbank Waterfront Precinct			

Infrastructure coordination

$72,000,000.00

In progress

146

The Quarter						

Infrastructure coordination		

$66,000,000.00

Complete

129

Red Dog: True Blue 					

Economic diversification		

$1,250,000.00

Compelte

114

Regional Health Administrative Accommodation			

Land availability and development

$2,168,000.00

Complete

104

Roebourne Housing Initiative				

Land availability and development

$5,000,000.00

Complete

153

Roebourne Wastewater Treat Plant (WWTP) Upgrade		

Infrastructure coordination		

$1,960,000.00

Complete

97

Roebourne Youth Centre 					

Community projects and engagement

$2,000,000.00

Complete

85

South Hedland Aquatic Centre 				

Community projects and engagement

$3,600,000.00

Complete

86

South Hedland Bowling and Tennis Club			

Community projects and engagement

$2,000,000.00

Complete

144

South Hedland Town Centre Revitalisation 			

Infrastructure coordination		

$77,000,000.00

Complete

158

South Hedland Wastewater Treat Plant’ (WWTP) Upgrades
and Relocation of the Port Hedland Waste Water Treatment Plant

Infrastructure coordination		

$42,000,000.00

Complete

141

Tom Price Town Centre Revitalisation Project			

Infrastructure coordination		

$11,100,000.00

Complete

124

Victoria Hotel Redevelopment Project				

Economic diversification		

$2,000,000.00

In progress

114

WA Country Health Service Staff Accomodation
Transition Project					

Land availability and development

$943,000.00

Complete

136

Wallwork Road Bridge					

Infrastructure coordination		

$8,000,000.00

Complete

87

Wanangkura Stadium					

Community projects and engagement

$11,100,000.00

Complete

152

Water for Pilbara Cities					

Infrastructure coordination		

$11,000,000.00

Complete

92

West End Revitalisation Scheme - Final Phase			

Community projects and engagement

$2,650,000.00

Complete

34

Woodbrook Law Grounds - Ngarluma/Yindjibarndi Foundation

Community projects and engagement

$350,000.00

Complete

62

Yandina Aged Care Centre					

Community projects and engagement

$6,000,000.00

Complete

98

Youth Involvement Council Learning and Development Precinct

Community projects and engagement

$2,000,000.00

Complete

Complete

Compelte

The New Pilbara: Pilbara Cities Initiative made possible by
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