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D E V E LO P M E N T
C O M M I S S I O N

A NEW ERA
FOR THE PILBARA

None of the remarkable achievements of 2015/16 would have been possible
without our partners in regional development. The collaboration between
industry, community and government has been integral to the transformation
of the Pilbara and will continue to be a pillar of strength for the region.

In 2015/16, the Pilbara
region continued to punch
above its weight as an
economic powerhouse,
exporting more iron ore
than anywhere else in the
world and producing more
than $11 billion worth of
oil and gas.

For an organisation of 21 staﬀ members, the Commission
has been at the centre of the rapid economic and social
development of the region. In 2015/16, the Commission was
responsible for securing $61.8 million in Royalties for
Regions funding for 23 projects. This includes the Karratha
Arts and Community Precinct, the East Pilbara Innovation
Centre and the Paraburdoo Community Hub, which were
successful in securing funding through the Pilbara Cities
initiative. Meanwhile, the annual Regional Grants Scheme
and Community Chest Fund continued to provide valuable
support for grass roots community projects, such as the
Pilbara Destination Guide, Newman Town Square Activation
and Karijini Experience event.
The transformation from mining towns to vibrant, liveable
Pilbara cities continued in 2015/16 marking a new era of
normalisation for the region. The Pilbara is now
characterised by ﬁrst-class community facilities, and high
quality education and health services. Meanwhile,
infrastructure and land supply are meeting the needs of the
growing population, and there are new opportunities for
business growth and diversiﬁcation. The Pilbara is a place
people are choosing to call home, start a business and raise
a family. The Pilbara Cities initiative has laid a solid
foundation for this transformation, and the Pilbara Regional
Investment Blueprint (the Pilbara Blueprint), launched in
October 2015, formalises our aspirations for continued
growth and prosperity to 2050 and beyond.

This progress report is a glimpse of the work undertaken by
the Commission, in collaboration with our regional
development partners, to continue this transformation. The
2015/16 annual survey reported strong results against key
performance indicators. The survey revealed that
stakeholders would like the Commission to be more visible
across the region, particularly in the Pilbara's inland towns.
The Commission's publications and studies were rated as
highly valued among stakeholders, however there was a
low level of awareness about some of the economic
modelling tools the Commission has available. As an
organisation we're proactively taking action towards these
areas identiﬁed for improvement to ensure we continue to
meet the expectations of our stakeholders.
I'd like to thank the businesses and residents of the Pilbara
for making the region a vibrant and exciting place to live and
work. I congratulate you for your resilience during changing
economic times and encourage you to continue to ensure
the story of the “new Pilbara” is heard. The pipeline of
future investments in new industries such as agriculture,
tourism and renewable energy present exciting
opportunities for businesses. I can conﬁdently say the
Pilbara is well placed to capitalise on these opportunities
that will strengthen and diversify the region's economy.
It is a privilege to be serving as Chairman of the Pilbara
Development Commission and I look forward to your
continued support in the coming ﬁnancial year.

Chris Gilmour | Chairman

2015/16 HIGHLIGHTS
Funding allocations in 2015/16
Pilbara Cities

$61.44 million

Community Chest Fund

$335,927

Sponsorship

$103,100

JULY

OCTOBER

DECEMBER

Karratha Youth Shed
Stage 2 completed

Pilbara Regional Investment
Blueprint oﬃcially launched
by the Minister for Regional
Development

Commission refreshed
organisational values

JANUARY

AUGUST

FEBRUARY

APRIL

JUNE
East Pilbara Arts Centre
awarded a ﬁnalist - Institute
of Public Administration
Australia Awards

Onslow Business
Investment Guide launched

Construction commenced
on St Luke's Performing
Arts Centre

Youth Involvement Council HQ
in South Hedland oﬃcially
opened

MARCH
Newman Chamber of
Commerce's new website
launched

Committee for Economic
Development Australia
(CEDA) Pilbara State of the
Regions Forum held in
Karratha

Expression of Interest
released for MillstreamChichester ecotourism
development

New Pilbara Development
Commission website
launched

NOVEMBER

SEPTEMBER

REMPLAN investment portal
launched

Pilbara Water Resource
Assessment study completed

Construction commenced
on Health and Community
Services Training Centre

East Pilbara Arts Centre in
Newman oﬃcially opened

MAY
New rounds of Community
Chest Fund and Regional
Grants Scheme announced

Established internal working
group to support young
emerging leaders in the
region

New internal operating
model introduced with
resources aligned to the
Pilbara Blueprint pillars

Funding announced for
Roebourne Victoria Hotel
redevelopment

Funding announced for two
year creative business
partnership

New staﬀ development tool,
MyPlan, implemented

Inaugural Aquaculture
Western Australia State
Forum hosted

The Quarter development in
Karratha opened

East Pilbara Innovation
Centre funding announced

Karratha Health Campus
earthworks and site
preparation completed

Funding announced for
Karratha Arts and
Community Precinct

Funding announced for
Newman Hospital
redevelopment

Funding announced for
Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls
Training Institute

Funding secured for
Paraburdoo Community Hub

Image courtesy of Landcorp

HOW YOU RATED
OUR PERFORMANCE

Outcomes of the survey report will inform
future decision making and priorities of the
Commission and form a key part of the
organisation's pursuit of excellence.
FIGURE 1

Pilbara Development Commission Value Statements
100%

In the 2015/16 Annual Stakeholder Survey, the Commission scored higher,
or the same, in each Key Performance Indicator statement than the previous
year. The most signiﬁcant change was a 9% increase in the number of
respondents who are clear about the role and purpose of the Commission.
The results against key performance indicators are displayed in Figure 1.
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Key Performance Indicators
Clear about the role and
purpose of the Pilbara
Development Commission

Awareness of implementation
role for Pilbara Regional
Investment Blueprint

Awareness of
Pilbara Cities initiative
delivery

Staﬀ provide
professional, timely and
helpful service

Support to industry and
enterprise makes a positive
contribution

Positive contribution to
economic and social
development of the Pilbara
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MAJOR EXPORTS 2015

THE PILBARA
ECONOMY AT A GLANCE

IRON ORE EXPORTS

LNG EXPORTS

718 million

20.4 million

IRON ORE SALES VALUE

LNG SALES VALUE

$46.8 billion

$11.6 billion

TONNES

TONNES

GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT

$27.128 billion
POPULATION

EMPLOYMENT

65,859 44,956
UNEMPLOYMENT
RATE

BUSINESSES
TRADING

3%

6,944

NON-RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING
APPROVALS
2015/16

RESIDENTIAL
BUILDING
APPROVALS
2015/16

$103.4 m $63 m

PROPERTY SNAPSHOT
AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL
ADVERTISED WEEKLY
RENTAL PRICE

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL
ADVERTISED FOR
SALE PRICE

AVERAGE COMMERCIAL
ADVERTISED
LEASE PRICE

FOR
SALE

PORT HEDLAND

PORT HEDLAND

RETAIL

$545 p/week

$603,153

$349 p/m2

SOUTH HEDLAND

SOUTH HEDLAND

COMMERCIAL

$396 p/week

$403,390

$322 p/m2

KARRATHA

KARRATHA

INDUSTRIAL/WAREHOUSE

$491 p/week

$366,343

$74 p/m2

NEWMAN

NEWMAN

VACANT LAND

$314 p/week

$367,531

$17 p/m2

The Commission produces a quarterly Residential Housing and Land Snapshot and a biannual Commercial Property
Report. If you would like to receive these reports direct to your inbox email alana.fortune@pdc.wa.gov.au. Visit the
Commission website to download previous reports.
For more information about the economic and community proﬁles of the Pilbara visit www.pdc.wa.gov.au
References:
REMPLAN, 16 September 2016 (www.economicproﬁle.com.au/pilbara)
Pilbara Development Commission June Quarter Residential Housing and Land Snapshot (www.pdc.wa.gov.au/our-focus/knowledge-hub)
Pilbara Commercial Property and Land Snapshot June 2016 (www.pdc.wa.gov.au/our-focus/knowledge-hub)
Department of State Development Iron Ore Proﬁle (http://www.dsd.wa.gov.au/about-the-state/major-resource-producer/iron-ore-proﬁle)
Department of State Development LNG Proﬁle (http://www.dsd.wa.gov.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/wa-lng-proﬁle--0816?sfvrsn=4)

A BLUEPRINT
FOR THE FUTURE
The Pilbara Blueprint was launched by the Minister for Regional Development
in October 2015, heralding a new era of development for the region.
Following 18 months of consultation, stakeholder
engagement, research and reﬁnement, the resulting Pilbara
Blueprint is a roadmap for the future that will see the Pilbara
become a region of diversity by harnessing its strengths and
investing in its people.
Developed by the region, for the region; the Pilbara Blueprint
calls for collaboration between industry, government and the
community to achieve a prosperous and sustainable future to
2050 and beyond. The Commission's role in making the vision a
reality is to enable the delivery of the nine regional pillars
identiﬁed in the Pilbara Blueprint that will achieve positive
economic and social outcomes for the region:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Land access and economic infrastructure
Education, training and a skilled workforce
People and communities
Logistics, engineering and supply chains
Innovation and advanced technology
Diverse and robust small to medium sized
businesses
7. Agriculture and aquaculture
8. Energy
9. Tourism

FROM MINING TOWNS TO

PILBARA CITIES
The $1.7 billion Pilbara Cities initiative, which has been a primary delivery program of the Commission since 2012, has laid the
foundation for the success of the Pilbara Blueprint pillars. Infrastructure and land supply are now meeting the needs of the
growing population, and community facilities are providing a higher quality of living for residents. Since 2012, the Commission
has managed the delivery of more than 100 Pilbara Cities projects across the region. Signiﬁcant transformation has taken place
in the Pilbara's major regional centres of Karratha and Port Hedland, and more recently Newman has begun to see town centre
revitalisation plans become a reality.

A NEW DIRECTION
Managing the delivery of Pilbara Cities remains a key priority
for the Commission, while the Pilbara Blueprint pillars
provide clarity towards the areas of priority development that
will see the region's 2050 vision become a reality.
To eﬀectively prioritise and allocate resources to deliver
these transformational strategies, the Commission has
developed a new 2016-18 Strategic Plan with four key goals;

1. A prosperous and diverse economy
2. Vibrant and sustainable communities
3. Transformational partnerships
4. Skilled and capable people

Pilbara Cities funding

Projects
underway

$2 million

East Pilbara
Innovation Centre
Port Hedland

Total project cost

$4.33 million
Blueprint pillar:
Diverse and robust small to
medium sized businesses

The East Pilbara Innovation Centre will deliver a vibrant, co-working space designed
to support small business development in the East Pilbara. With the site located in
Port Hedland’s West End precinct, the innovation centre will be the ﬁrst of its kind in
the Pilbara. Led by the Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the project
aims to break down barriers to small business growth by providing a more
aﬀordable solution to commercial business space and access to professional
development services. Funding for the project was secured through the Pilbara Cities
initiative in May 2016, with construction scheduled to commence in early-2017.

Roebourne

Victoria Hotel

Restoration

The historic Victoria Hotel is set to become a symbol of
strength and new beginnings for Roebourne, the oldest town in
the North West which celebrates its 150 year anniversary in
2016. This project will restore the building to its early 1900s
architectural form. Once complete, the Yindjibarndi Aboriginal
Corporation will occupy the building to create a tourism and
cultural hub for the Roebourne community with retail space, a
small business incubator and training facilities. Funding
through the Pilbara Cities initiative was announced in March
2016 and construction is set to get underway late-2016.

Pilbara Cities funding

$4.69 million
Total project cost

$4.84 million
Blueprint pillar:
Education, training and
a skilled workforce

St Lukes
Performing
Arts Centre
The Performing Arts Centre expansion project at St Luke’s College in Karratha got
underway this year with the project breaking ground in February 2016. The
extension will include new dressing rooms and a green room, making the venue a
fully functioning theatre. It will also include a dedicated digital photography
laboratory and an astronomy observatory. The project is nearing completion and is
expected to open in late-2016.

Pilbara Cities funding

$20 million
Total project cost

$20 million
Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Pilbara Cities funding

$2 million
Total project cost

$6 million
Blueprint pillar:
Tourism

PilbaraTown
Based Reserves
The Pilbara Town Based Reserves project aims to ensure residents of townbased reserves in the Pilbara receive the same services and opportunities as
other residents. There are six occupied town-based reserves in the Pilbara with
a total of about 320 residents. The Commission is leading this project, in
partnership with the Regional Services Reform Unit. Funding for the project was
approved by cabinet in 2016. The project is the ﬁrst implementation of the State
Government's new approach to town-based reserves.

Pilbara Cities funding

$1.25 million
Total project cost

$12.13 million
Blueprint pillar:
Tourism

Red Dog ﬁlm
True Blue
Since ﬁlming of the Red Dog prequel, Red Dog: True Blue, was
completed in May 2015, the Commission’s focus has turned to
delivering a suite of projects that will maximise the longevity of
the Red Dog legacy to create positive social and economic
outcomes for the region. Four projects are currently in concept
development phase and will be delivered in full by 2018. The
Commission has also coordinated two speaking opportunities for
the ﬁlm director in the Pilbara to promote the positive aspects of
working in the region and the potential for the ﬁlm to raise the
proﬁle of the Pilbara as a place to live, work and visit. The
premiere of the Red Dog: True Blue ﬁlm will be screened in the
region prior to its national release on Boxing Day 2016.

Karratha
Health Campus

Pilbara Cities funding

Pilbara Cities funding

$7.76 million

$1.5 million

Total project cost

Located at North Regional TAFE's Karratha campus, the new Electrical Instrumentation
Centre of Specialisation will meet the current and future needs of electrical engineering
students. The centre will develop a locally-based, skilled workforce by providing an
opportunity for students to live and learn where they live. Improving the quality and
accessibility of education and training in the region is key to attracting and retaining
residents, while also addressing key industry skill shortages. Construction of the new
centre commenced in 2015, with the project due for completion late-2016.

$9.5 million
Blueprint pillar:
Education, training and
a skilled workforce

Attraction
& Retention
Pilbara Cities funding

Total project cost

$4.88 million $4.88 million
Blueprint pillar:
Education, training and a skilled workforce

Due for completion in December 2016, the Pilbara Education
Partnership Attraction and Retention project was designed to
attract and retain high quality staﬀ to the Pilbara to improve
educational outcomes. The project has delivered specialist
coaching to support teachers within their school, remote
training programs to attract teachers to the Pilbara region, and
teacher internship programs. Five ﬁnal year education
students from Murdoch University completed internships at
Pilbara secondary schools in 2015, with a further two students
undertaking regional internships in 2016.

$206.5 million

The Karratha Health Campus reached another milestone in 2015/16 with earthworks,
roads and services to prepare the site for construction completed in June 2016. The
site was handed back from LandCorp to the State Government in readiness for
construction to commence in late-2016. The single biggest investment in a public
hospital ever undertaken in regional Western Australia, the Karratha Health Campus
will feature a 40-bed facility including a surgical centre, along with delivery suites and
a maternity wing. It will have world-class telehealth infrastructure and local health
services such as physiotherapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy, counselling,
community mental health and aged care support, brought together in a single health
care hub. The Karratha Health Campus will bring a new level of healthcare to Karratha,
making it a more attractive place to live and work.

Electrical Instrumentation

Centre of
Specialisation

Pilbara Cities funding

Total project cost

$4.66 million
Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Pilbara Cities funding

$10.4 million
Total project cost

$12.3 million
Blueprint pillar:
Education, training
and a skilled workforce

Total project cost

$207.15 million
Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Paraburdoo
Childcare Centre
Local residents in Paraburdoo will soon have access to a modern,
purpose-built childcare centre with construction of the new facility
nearing completion. The Paraburdoo Childcare Centre will cater for up
to 73 children, providing long-term and after-school care, meeting the
growing needs of the local community. It will oﬀer children and
families with a modern and safe facility, including a landscaped
playground and shaded areas. Once complete, the childcare centre will
improve accessibility to childcare and out of school care services,
attract and retain families in Paraburdoo, and assist parents to enter or
re-enter the workforce.

Health and
Community Services

Training Centre

Population growth in the region created a need for more locally-based health workers.
Once complete, the Health and Community Services Training Centre in South Hedland
will improve facilities at the North Regional TAFE delivering a modern health training
facility that will cater to the diverse workforce development needs of the region's health
industry. Digital technology will also be utilised to deliver training opportunities across
the Pilbara such as skill demonstrations, lectures and simulated learning activities.
Construction of the new centre commenced in November 2015, with the project due for
completion in early-2017.

Pilbara Cities funding

$75 million
Total project cost

$100.2 million
Blueprint pillar:
Land access and
economic infrastructure

Pilbara
Underground Power
Project - Phase 2

Revitalisation Stage 2

Pilbara residents will have access to safer, more reliable power, with the completion of
the Pilbara Underground Power project. Work continued on Phase 2 of the project in
2015/16, which will complete the undergrounding of aging overhead powerlines and
related infrastructure in Karratha, Roebourne and Onslow. Phase one of the project,
completed in 2013, resulted in the complete undergrounding of electrical infrastructure
in South Hedland, Wedgeﬁeld and approximately 60 per cent of properties in Karratha.
The project is designed to dramatically reduce the likelihood of power outages to
essential services, regional residents and businesses during and immediately following
extreme weather events.

Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural
Development Initiative

Pilbara Cities funding

A four-year project in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Food, the
Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural Development Initiative (PHADI) is assessing the
potential of irrigated agriculture in the Pilbara utilising surplus mine dewater to
assist future development decisions by government and industry. Three years into
the project, PHADI continues to collate knowledge, research and data required to
determine the feasibility of irrigated agriculture using surplus mine dewater. This
project was supported through the Pilbara Cities initiative to support the
diversiﬁcation of the region's economy by establishing new industries that leverage
the Pilbara's existing resources and infrastructure.

Pilbara Cities funding

$14 million
Total project cost

$56 million
Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Karratha
City Centre

$12.5 million
Total project cost

$12.5 million
Blueprint pillar:
Agriculture and
aquaculture

Karratha Arts and
Community Precinct
Funding for the Karratha Arts and Community Precinct was announced in May 2016.
Once complete, the $56 million facility will house the only professional standard
theatre in the North-West and will deliver a new level of arts and culture for the
region. The new centre will contribute to Karratha's revitalised city centre, boasting a
theatre, regional library, outdoor amphitheatre, war memorial and gallery, with the
project set to further activate the city's vibrant new main street. Construction is due to
commence late-2016.

Due for completion in December 2016, Stage 2 of the Karratha City
Centre Revitalisation infrastructure works continue to transform
the city centre with modern infrastructure and improved road
connectivity. The improvements have enabled the creation of a
“main street” by realigning key roads and centralising
development projects. Signiﬁcantly, Stage 2 of the project included
the road and infrastructure works surrounding the Karratha
Health Campus site to allow construction of the $207.15 million
precinct to commence in late-2016.

Pilbara Cities funding

$101.4 million
Total project cost

$101.4 million
Blueprint pillar:
Land access and
economic infrastructure

Pilbara Heavy Haulage

Girls Training
Institute
Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls has established a national heavy vehicle driver
institute that will cater for both male and female drivers. Funding through the
Pilbara Cities initiative has enabled the ﬁt-out and operation of a training centre in
Karratha. Making use of the skills and equipment in the mining-dominated region,
the Pilbara Heavy Haulage Girls Training Institute will attract students from around
the country while also providing more jobs for locals. With funding announced in
June 2016, the Institute aims to bridge the gap between drivers obtaining a heavy
vehicle license and gaining the experience needed to secure employment.

Pilbara Cities funding

$290,310
Total project cost

$1.34 million
Blueprint pillar:
Diverse and robust small to
medium sized businesses

ALCES
In 2016, the Commission engaged a team from software consulting ﬁrm ALCES to develop a series of future potential economic
and community scenarios for the Pilbara region. The software overlaps ecological, social and economic data and presents it in a
visual map form that can be used to inform investment decisions for both the government and private sector. The Commission's
aim is to be in a position to seize opportunities for economic development and diversiﬁcation.
The ALCES tool will enable the Commission to undertake scenario planning to determine the best approach to economic
development for the region. The engagement included an initial scenario that investigates the impact of population growth
based on the Pilbara Cities 2035 vision. The ﬁnal report is expected to be delivered in late-2016.

Pilbara Cities funding

$4.94 million

Recently
completed
projects

Total project cost

$4.9.4 million
Blueprint pillar:
Education, training and
a skilled workforce

E-Learning
Pilbara
The E-Learning education project has delivered improved bandwidth and quality of IT
services to ensure primary and secondary students can beneﬁt from new online
learning opportunities and technologies. Completed in 2015/16, the project upgraded
internet bandwidth, infrastructure and hardware to enhance digital connectivity of
public schools in the region. Access to high speed internet has provided new
opportunities in web-based learning, video conferencing, virtual education and digital
collaboration. Enriching students' experiences plays a major role in providing lifelong
learning in the region by ensuring education opportunities are equitable with
metropolitan areas.

The Quarter
Karratha

Pilbara Cities funding

Karratha's newest mixed-use development was oﬃcially opened in June 2016,
supported by $66.7 million funding through the Pilbara Cities initiative. Part of the
Karratha city centre revitalisation, the Quarter boasts 46 service-worker
apartments, 6,000 square metres of commercial and retail space in a four-storey
building, a car park and new public space. The development brings new commercial
space for small businesses in Karratha and aﬀordable housing for those who work
in them. More than $22 million worth of contracts for local jobs were achieved
during construction of The Quarter.

East Pilbara
Arts Centre
Oﬃcially opened in April 2016, the East Pilbara Arts Centre is a ﬁrst-class gallery, artist
working space and event facility that was designed by the Martu people. This project
will help support the economic development and continued community growth in the
East Pilbara by creating new opportunities for artists. It also brings together indigenous
and non-indigenous people to connect, learn and share cultural experiences.
Recognised for its innovation and strength of partnerships, the East Pilbara Arts Centre
project was a ﬁnalist in the 2015 Premier's Awards and the 2016 Institute of Public
Administration WA Achievement Awards.

Pilbara Cities funding

Pilbara Cities funding

$3.5 million

$6.5 million

Total project cost

Total project cost

$8.77 million

$17.89 million

Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

$67.7 million
Blueprint pillar:
Land access and
economic infrastructure

Dampier
Community Hub
A vibrant new community centre in Dampier was completed in 2016
to meet the increasing demand for community services and facilities.
The new centre has a 70-place childcare facility, public library, coﬀee
kiosk, multipurpose meeting rooms and community spaces, and a
refurbished community hall. Businesses have also beneﬁted from
the construction of the new facility, with 27 local Pilbara businesses
engaged during the build, representing 70 per cent of all subcontractors employed by project builder Pindan Contracting. The
Dampier Community Hub is the ﬁrst project completed under the
Pilbara Cities Place Making and Activation Framework.

Pilbara Cities funding

$1.5 million
Total project cost

$3.5 million
Blueprint pillar:
Agriculture and
aquaculture

Pilbara
Water Resource
Assessment
The Commission partnered with the Department of Water, CSIRO and BHP Billiton to
conduct a study into the inﬂuence of the Pilbara's future climate on water resources to
assess resources needed to support the growth and diversiﬁcation of the region's
economy. Released in October 2015, the report considers changes to climate,
groundwater dependant ecosystems, identiﬁed a wetting trend, and deﬁnes the region's
predicted licensed water use by 2042. The information contained in the scientiﬁc report
provides conﬁdence to current operators as well as potential new investors of secure
water resources in the region.

Youth
Involvement
Council HQ

Pilbara Cities funding

$2 million
Total project cost

Oﬃcially opened on 20 June 2016, YIC HQ in South Hedland
has allowed the not-for-proﬁt organisation to expand its
services to disadvantaged and at-risk youth, particularly
for 5 to 10 year olds. The new centre boasts an education
centre, workshop and service yard, multi-purpose indoor
facility, social enterprise classroom and commercial
kitchen.

Pilbara Cities funding

$7.58 million
Total project cost

$7.58 million
Blueprint pillar:
Land access and
economic infrastructure

$11 million
Blueprint pillar:
People and communities

Karratha Water
Recycling Scheme
The recent growth and expansion of the City of Karratha created additional public open
spaces and demand for water resources. Once complete, the new pipeline network
and pump stations will distribute recycled water from Karratha's wastewater
treatment plant to irrigate public open spaces, ovals and schools in Karratha.
Construction of more than nine kilometres of new pipeline across the City will
maximise the distribution of recycled water to keep the community parks and ovals
green. The project commenced in October 2015 and is due for completion in
September 2016.

Aquaculture WA
State Forum
Blueprint pillar:
Agriculture and aquaculture
With eight of Western Australia's nine regions identifying aquaculture in their Regional Investment Blueprints, the Pilbara
Development Commission, in partnership with the Mid-West Development Commission, led the development and management of
the inaugural Aquaculture WA State Forum. Held in May 2016, the Forum investigated WA's under-developed aquaculture industry
with speakers from across the country sharing commercial experience, latest research and expertise. The event attracted more
than 100 delegates and resulted in an outcomes report that recommends a 10-year plan for the development of a sustainable
aquaculture industry in Western Australia. The Forum was a strong example of the regional development portfolio working
together for better outcomes for regional WA.

Pilbara Health
Initiative Partnership

The Pilbara Health Initiative Partnership was developed in
response to the extraordinary resource sector development in
the region which signiﬁcantly increased demand for health
services. The partnership began in 2010 and was ﬁnalised in
June 2016. The program was made up of service delivery
programs and infrastructure enhancements across the
Pilbara. Examples of this include the employment of additional
medical specialists and medical equipment such as the
Karratha CT scanner.

Pilbara Cities funding

Total project cost

$32.9 million $38.2 million
Blueprint pillar: People and communites

$1.4 million

Boodarie
Entrance Road

Total project cost

Stage 1

Pilbara Cities funding

$1.4 million
Blueprint pillar:
Land access and
economic infrastructure

Funding through the Pilbara Cities initiative was secured for detailed design and
scoping for the construction of the Boodarie Strategic Industrial Area in South
Hedland. The new industrial area is expected to attract investment and diversify
the economic base of the region by attracting downstream resource processing
industries. Once complete, the project will de-constrain strategic land supply and
stimulate the required infrastructure to support growth and development of the
industrial estate. Stage 1 of the project was completed in July 2016.

Regional
Grants Scheme
In 2015/16, the Regional Grants Scheme
received a 50 per cent boost to funding,
announced by the Minister for Regional
Development in January 2016. A total of
$1.67 million was available with
proponents invited to apply for funding
between $50,001 and $300,000.

The Commission hosted information sessions around the region to
better engage with project proponents and ensure they were informed
and aware of application processes and project criteria.

Community
grants and
sponsorship

A total of 30 projects were submitted for funding, with the eight
successful applicants announced in the following ﬁnancial year. The
Regional Grants Scheme provides opportunities for local communities to
improve and develop infrastructure and community services in the
Pilbara.

Community Chest Fund

Corporate Sponsorship

A total of $335,927 in Community Chest funding was allocated by the
Commission during 2015/16. This includes the ﬁnal tranche of funding
from the 2015 round, and round one of 2016. The Commission received
40 applications in total in 2016, with the successful projects totalling
more than $1 million in value.

Thirteen projects shared $103,100 in corporate sponsorship from the
Commission in the 2015/16 ﬁnancial year. The annual sponsorship
program provides opportunities for the Commission to support initiatives
that enhance economic and social prosperity in the Pilbara.
Sponsorship oﬀers an opportunity to raise the level of awareness of the Commission's brand, and
communicate the organisation's messages to its stakeholders. A full list of sponsored events and initiatives
from 2015/16 are included in the table below.

The Community Chest Fund builds capacity in the region by allowing community organisations to prioritise
and lead projects in their own backyard. Projects that received funding in the 2015/16 ﬁnancial year are
listed in the table below.

Corporate Sponsorship 2015/16

Community Chest Fund 2015
Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Karijini Experience

$20,000

Port Hedland Visitor Centre

Port Hedland Destination Guide

$18,181

The Charitable Foundation for Books in Homes

Book in the Pilbara

$7,590

Community Chest Fund 2016

CEDA

Future of the Pilbara Forum

$10,000

City of Karratha

Cossack Art Awards

$10,000

FORM

Hedland Art Awards

$10,000

Greening Australia

Ethel Creek Landscape Restoration Forum

$6,000

Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Business Excellence Awards

$6,000

Cheeditha Group Aboriginal Corporation

Cheeditha Art Glass Enterprise

$12,985

Nintirri Centre Inc.

2016 Karijini Experience

$15,000

City of Karratha

150 Roebourne Infrastructure Project

$50,000

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Visitor and Business Stimulation Project

$10,000

FORM

Infrastructure to support West End Markets

$33,320

Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Business Awards

$2,000

Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Pilbara Business Bootcamp

$32,000

Pilbara Regional Council

EastxWest Forum

$12,500

The Business Centre Pilbara

Destination Pilbara

$46,000

Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Hedland Economic Forum

$10,000

Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi Foundation

Roebourne Community Botanic Garden

$15,820

Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Business of the Year Awards

$6,000

Port Walcott Surf Life Saving Inc.

Nipper Boards

$18,798

RDA Pilbara

Jim Diers workshop

$3,000

Shire of East Pilbara

Newman Town Square Activation

$38,500

RDA Pilbara

Business Breakfast – Jonathan Pain

$2,600

Town of Port Hedland

Tourism Signage

$27,333

Tom Price Drive In Inc

Tom Price Drive In Sound Upgrade

$15,400

