Kariyarra kurlukurlu manga-ngarli performing a smoking ceremony for
the Hedland Aboriginal Strong Leaders 2021 NAIDOC Concert. Photo: Amelia Blanco
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Pilbara Development Commission

Acknowledgement
of Country

Our Vision

The Pilbara Development
Commission acknowledges the
Traditional Owners throughout
the Pilbara and their continuing
connection to land, waters and
culture.

The Commission's vision for the Pilbara region
is 'vibrant and sustainable communities
underpinned by a strong, diverse economy'.

Our Purpose

We pay our respects to Elders
past, present and emerging.

To be the catalyst for development and growth
in the Pilbara region.

Our Values
The Commission’s values are:
Excellence in all we deliver
Integrity to act ethically, honestly and with transparency
Unite to connect, respect and collaborate
Care to be positive and supportive
Impact to make a diﬀerence
After the Sunrise, painting on canvas, Wendie Warrie, Cheeditha Art Group

decade. Collectively, these projects
represent $170 billion in investment and
will create 40,000 construction jobs and
12,000 in production.

A message
from the Chair
The Pilbara contributed approximately $9
billion in State royalties in 2020, equivalent
to about a quarter of all State revenue. The
outlook is further economic growth. In
June 2021, the Commission tracked more
than 90 new projects under construction
or planned in the region over the next

The Commission's task, outlined in our
Strategic Plan, is to work with industry,
government and the community to achieve
lasting beneﬁts from this next wave of
investment by focusing on three goals:
prosperous and diverse regional economy;
regional liveability; and Aboriginal
economic participation and prosperity –
while delivering to our overarching value of
organisational excellence.

Brendan Hammond | Chair

Responsible
Minister
The Commission was created under the
Regional Development Commissions Act
1993 and is responsible to the Minister for
Regional Development, the Hon. Alannah
MacTiernan MLC.

“Our Pilbara connection creates a
more eﬃcient supply chain by
reducing costs and carbon emissions.”

Goal 1:
Prosperous and
diverse economy

Darryl Evans, Business Development Manager
ANL CMA CGM

The Commission works to grow
and diversify the Pilbara's economy
by using its inﬂuence to: attract
investment to the region; facilitate
a pipeline of land and economic
infrastructure to support
development; leverage industry
and government funding; and
deliver transformational
opportunities to drive down the
cost of doing business.
Seaswift vessel unloading at Dampier Port

Direct sea freight
Case
studies:

Aware the high cost of freight was a barrier to doing business in the region, the Commission
partnered with City of Karratha to prepare reports on the commercial and logistical viability
of direct sea freight services from Asia to the Pilbara. These identiﬁed savings of around 50
per cent in time and cost compared to freight entering the Pilbara via Perth or Melbourne.
The Commission promoted the ﬁndings with the shipping industry and business
community, and within 24 months of the research commencing, ANL became the ﬁrst
company to commence a direct Singapore–Port Hedland shipping service. Seawsift and
Bengal Tiger Line followed in early 2021 with services into Dampier and Swire Shipping
announced plans for a service to Port Hedland soon after.

“The art of the Pilbara is being increasingly recognised bringing cultural pride and economic activity to the region.”
Alannah MacTiernan MLC,
Minister for Regional Development

The Spinifex Hill Studio Gallery and Project Space
in South Hedland, completed with support from
BHP, Lotterywest, FORM and a RED grant.

RED Grants
The Regional Economic Development (RED)
Grants are a State Government initiative to
invest in local projects to stimulate
economic growth and development in WA's
regions. Since April 2019, more than $2.3
million has been allocated to Pilbara
organisations, supporting a total 28
projects in renewable energy, waste
management, manufacturing, technical
innovation and tourism. Nine of the
projects, together awarded $745,000 in
grants, are Aboriginal-owned.

Goal 2:
Regional
liveability
The Commission seeks to
ensure Pilbara communities
have quality services, aﬀordable
living, career choice and strong
social connection by working
with regional partners and
leveraging government funding
for projects relating to education,
health, housing, early education
and care and connectivity.

“Studying at PUC gives me a sense
of direction for my future.”
Shaquille Tucker-Love,
Pilbara Universities Centre student

Student Rebakah Dye left, with Pilbara Universities
Centre Nursing Support Oﬃcer Leticia Penipe

Pilbara Universities Centre
Case
studies:

The Commission delivered $550,000 in State Government funding to Pilbara Universities
Centre (PUC) – a not-for-proﬁt established in 2019 to support tertiary education for Pilbara
residents. The funding enabled the ﬁt out of PUC's Karratha base and expansion of its Port
Hedland hub, supporting a student co-ordinator to be employed and a nursing academic to
co-deliver PUC's residential nursing program. From January to June 2021, 100 students
were enrolled in a university course through PUC and 30 more students were completing
other tertiary and outreach courses. As of June 2021, 13 per cent of PUC's students were
Aboriginal.

Paraburdoo
Community Hub
Pa ra b u rd o o C o m m u n i t y H u b w a s
developed in 2019 with $5 million from the
State Government via the Commission and
$10.7 million from Shire of Ashburton and
Rio Tinto. It's a valued asset in the small
town, where its multipurpose indoor
courts are used for basketball, Aussie
hoops, netball, indoor soccer, youth group
and school sport. Its gym gets year-around
use, function rooms provide a social hub
and swimming pools are used through
warmer months.

Paraburdoo Community Hub function area

“The new facility is great – it's better than
most gyms in Perth. It deﬁnitely helps to
make a better quality of life living remotely.”
Michael Rennard, Paraburdoo resident

Thalu cast: Wade, Jakeile, Logan. Photo courtesy of Weerianna Street Media

Goal 3:
Aboriginal
economic
participation
and prosperity
The Commission supports
Aboriginal-owned and led
enterprise through delivering
transformational projects with
Aboriginal organisations,
helping to build their capacity
and working with them to
deliver the Pilbara Creative
and Cultural Strategy.

“Thalu was created from the ground up in
Roebourne: from the initial development
workshop with the kids and community,
to the casting, to all the locations and ﬁlming,
the editing, and even the theme song was
written, performed and recorded here.”
Tyson Mowarin, Producer and Director

Regional Outcome and Output agreement: Thalu
Case
studies:

The Commission managed the Regional Outcome and Output (ROO) agreement for Thalu, a
children's mini-series made by Roebourne's Tyson Mowarin and Robyn Marais of
Weerianna Street Media in association with Bernadette O'Mahony. Principally funded by
Screen Australia, the production received support from Screenwest, Lotterywest and the
WA Regional Film Fund via the ROO. The show about children who undertake a journey to
save their country from a strange dust cloud stars well-known Aboriginal actors and 24
Roebourne, Wickham and Port Hedland residents, including seven in main parts. The
production created two full time, six part time and 18 casual jobs for Aboriginal people.

“This is an opportunity to grow the
Yindjibarndi people's capacity and
support our pathway to selfdetermination.”

Michael Woodley,
Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation CEO

On-site planning for the eco-resort at Millstream, in June

Eco-resort at Millstream
The Commission secured $144,310 in regional
development funding to assist Yindjibarndi
Aboriginal Corporation (YAC) to develop a business
case for an eco-retreat at Thaawuthunngganha in
Millstream-Chichester National Park. The site by a
big freshwater pool is 150km from Karratha on the
Manuwarra (Red Dog) Highway and is a signiﬁcant
area for Yindjibarndi people. The Commission sits on
the project steering group with YAC and other
partners.

Night Markets, Port Hedland

Goal 4:
Organisational
excellence
The Commission aims to deliver
organisational excellence in how
it engages with stakeholders;
maintains and develops skilled
and capable staﬀ; and meets
governance and business objectives.

Annual stakeholder survey
The Commission annually employs an
independent market research agency
to conduct an anonymous survey of
the Commission's stakeholders to
identify the eﬀectiveness of the
Commission's service delivery. Of 101
stakeholders who completed the
survey between 26 April and 7 May
2021, 98 per cent agreed the
Commission makes a positive
contribution to the economic and
social development of the Pilbara.
Other results are shown in the table
opposite.

Stakeholders
in agreement

Proposition
The Commission's support of industry and enterprise
makes a positive contribution to regional development

98%

I understand the role and purpose of the Commission

100%

The Commission demonstrates excellence in its
decisions, behaviours and actions

97%

The Commission acts ethically, honestly and with
transparency

99%

The Commission staﬀ are positive and supportive of
stakeholders and the community

99%

“They understand the value of mining and at same
time are aware of long-term needs beyond mining.”

“They support projects that are
outside of the square.”
“Staﬀ are very cooperative, and they
can walk in both worlds, both
community and government.”
Comments about the Commission,
2021 annual stakeholder survey

“They help us Indigenous people liaise directly
with the higher levels of government so the
real decision makers understand our issues.”
Comments about the Commission,
2021 annual stakeholder survey
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